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Mos t  o f  Thomas M i d d l e t o n ' s  w o r k s ,  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  
p e r s o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  i n c l i n ­
a t i o n s  we r e  C a l v i n i s t i c .  Many o f  h i s  p l a y s  d i s p l a y  h i s  
r e g a r d  f o r  " p r o t e s t a n t "  m o r a l i t y  o r  h i s  c o n t e m p t  f o r  Roman 
C a t h o l i c s  and  f r i n g e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  Ref or m move me nt .
Hi s  e a r l y  and m i d d l e  p l a y s  a l s o  s a t i r i z e  Pur i t ans ,  who, 
a l t h o u g h  b a s i c a l l y  l o y a l  s u b j e c t s ,  we r e  o f f e n s i v e  t o  b o t h  
E l i z a b e t h  I and J a me s  I b e c a u s e  t h e y  u r g e d  g r e a t e r  r e f o r m s  
w i t h i n  t h e  o r t h o d o x  Ch u r c h  and c r i t i c i z e d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  whi ch  
b o t h  mo n a r c h s  we r e  f o n d .  Du r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  J a me s ,  
P u r i t a n s ,  l a r g e l y  f r om t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  became p a r t i c u l a r l y  
u n p o p u l a r  among t h e  g e n t r y  and c o u r t i e r  c l a s s e s .  S i n c e  
M i d d l e t o n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e s e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  he j o i n e d  
i n  t h e  c h o r u s  a g a i n s t  P u r i t a n s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  
o f  James '  r e i g n ,  a c c u s i n g  t hem o f  g r e e d ,  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s ,  
h y p o c r i s y ,  and e ve n  h e r e s y .  Howe ve r ,  a s  t h e  k i n g ' s  i n f l u ­
e n c e  c a u s e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Ch ur c h  t o  move away f r om C a l v i n i s m  
and t o wa r d  A r m i n i a n i s m ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  
P u r i t a n s  s o f t e n e d .  A l r e a d y  i n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  b a s i c  
r e l i g i o u s  and mor a l  v a l u e s ,  he be ga n  t o  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  
b o u r g e o i s e  P u r i t a n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  J a me s  a t t e m p t e d
an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  E n g l a n d ' s  e nemy,  C a t h o l i c  S p a i n ,  and 
a f t e r  many p r o m i n e n t  member s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n  b e g a n  
t o  s u p p o r t  him a nd  h i s  wo r k .
Whi l e  f ew o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  p l a y s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  
g l o r i f y  t h e  Genevan  i d e a l ,  t h o s e  wh i c h  a d d r e s s  " d e v i a n t "  
r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h i e s  and c u l t s  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  C a l v i n ­
i s t i c  t e n d e n c i e s .  The p l a y s  i n  wh i c h  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  v i e w 
t h e  h o n o r  c o d e  o r  r o m a n t i c  l o v e  as  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l s  r e v e a l  
t h a t  M i d d l e t o n ' s  s y mp a t h y  l a y  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r s  who r e ma i n e d  
f a i t h f u l  t o  C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
p a y i n g  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h o n o r  o r  r o m a n t i c  p r e c e p t s .  The 
d r a m a t i s t  n e v e r  c h a mp i o n e d  t h o s e  who a l l o w e d  t h e i r  
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  e t h i c s  t o  s u p e r c e d e  C h r i s t i a n  s p i r i t ­
u a l i t y .  R a t h e r ,  he p r o t r a y e d  t hem as  i mmo r a l ,  
b l i n d ,  o r  d e p r a v e d ,  and  t h e y  u n f a i l i n g l y  me e t  t h e i r  doom 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  i g n o r e d  t h e  f i r s t  commandment .
v
INTRODUCTION
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  Thomas 
M i d d l e t o n ' s  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s ­
o p h i e s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  London d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  E l i z a b e t h a n  and 
t h e  J a c o b e a n  e r a s .  S e l e c t e d  p l a y s  a r e  e x a mi n e d  t o  a s c e r ­
t a i n  wh a t  he h e l d  d e a r  and wh a t  he  s c o r n e d .  I n c l u d e d  a l s o  
i s  a b r i e f  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  o r t h o d o x  A n g l i c a n i s m  as  we l l  as  
u n o r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h i e s :  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m ,
S e c t a r i a n i s m ,  and t h e  h o n o r  c o d e  and c o u r t l y  l o v e  t r a d i t i o n  
wh i c h  had b e e n  e l e v a t e d  t o  f o r ms  o f  w o r s h i p  d u r i n g  t h e  
m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d .  An h i s t o r y  o u t l i n i n g  E n g l a n d ' s  s o c i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  a l s o  becomes  i m p o r t a n t  h e r e ,  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  so i n t r i n s i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  r e l i g i o n  
t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  f u l l y  t h e  i d e a s  t h e y  
i n c o r p o r a t e d .
M i d d l e t o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a r e  d i s p u t e d  by c r i t i c s
mor e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  a ny  o t h e r  R e n a i s s a n c e  p l a y w r i g h t .  He
h a s  b e e n  l a b e l e d  P u r i t a n ,  a n t i - P u r i  t a n , A n g l i c a n ,  and
i n d i f f e r e n t .  B e r t i l  J o h a n s s o n  w r o t e ,  "Nowher e  i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s
wor ks  do we f i n d  an e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  
2
b e l i e f s . "  H e l e n e  B u l l o c k  a g r e e d ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  i f  h i s  p l a y s  
d i d  e x p r e s s  any  mo r a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  i n t e n t ,  i t  was "no more
3
t h a n  a p r e t e n s e ,  w r i t t e n  t o  p l e a s e  t h e  t a s t e s  o f  t h e  t i m e . "
1
2
O t h e r s ,  h o we v e r ,  c a l l  him r e l i g i o u s .  C h a r l e s  A.  H a l l e t t
s a y s  he i s  a " r e l i g i o u s  man whose  wor ks  we r e  p r o f o u n d l y  mor a l
4
and C h r i s t i a n . "  I r v i n g  R i b n e r  was among t h e  f i r s t  t o
5
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  w r o t e  f r om a " C a l v i n i s t i c  b i a s , "  
and Ma r go t  He i n e ma n n ,  one  o f  t h e  mos t  r e c e n t  c r i t i c s  who 
has  r e s e a r c h e d  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  t i e s ,  we n t  so f a r  a s  t o  s a y  
he wa s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a bona  f i d e  P u r i t a n .  Many s t u d i e s  s e e k  
o u t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  i n  M i d d l e t o n  p l a y s ,  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  
t h e y  a s c e r t a i n  h i s  mo r a l  s t a n c e  mor e  t h a n  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  
b e l i e f s .  Thos e  who e x a mi n e  s p e c i f i c  r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s  
d e a l  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  b a s i c  C h r i s t i a n  
p r i n c i p l e s ,  e x c l u d i n g  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l s .
Whi l e  he d i d  w r i t e  a b o u t  s u c h  C h r i s t i a n  e l e m e n t s  as  Roman 
C a t h o l i c i s m ,  P u r i t a n i s m ,  and o t h e r  Ref or m s e c t s ,  he d i d  
n o t  l i m i t  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p e r s p e c t i v e ;  he a l s o  
e x a mi n e d  t h e  i d e a l  o f  h o n o r  and " s a c r e d "  b l o o d  r e v e n g e ,  
and t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  c o u r t l y  l o v e .  Many c r i t i c s  have  made 
a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  
wo r k i n g  a l l  t h e  e v i d e n c e  i n t o  a u n i f i e d  who l e  o r  r e s e a r c h i n g  
t h e  t e n e n t s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  and i d e a l s  
f o u n d  i n  h i s  p l a y s .
Two wor ks  c o n s u l t e d  f o r  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  d e a l  d i r e c t l y  
w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s  p l a y s :  B e r t i l
J o h a n s s o n ' s  R e l i g i o n  and S u p e r s t i  t i  on i n t h e  P l a y s  o f  Ben
3
J o n s o n  and Thomas M i d d l e t o n  ( 1 9 5 0 )  and Ma r g o t  H e i n e m a n n ' s  
P u r i  t a n i s m and T h e a t r e : Thomas M i d d l e t o n  and Oppos  i t i o n
Drama Unde r  t h e  E a r l y  S t u a r t s  ( 1 9 8 0 ) .  J o h a n s s o n ' s  s t u d y  
i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  
( f a s t s ,  p r a y e r s ,  t h e  s a y i n g  o f  Ma s s ,  t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  o f f i c i a l  
c l e r i c a l  g a r m e n t s )  and i m p o r t a n t  r e l i g i o u s  e v e n t s  ( t h e  
p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c s  by t h e  E n g l i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  
M a r t i n  M a r p r e l a t e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  t h e  S t .  Ba r t h o l o me w Day 
m a s s a c r e  o f  F r e n g h  H u g u e n o t s )  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  r e l i g i o u s  
i d e a l s .  J o h a n s s o n  a s s u me s  t h a t  a s  a p l a y w r i g h t  and a member  
o f  t h e  g e n t r y ,  M i d d l e t o n  was a n t i - P u r i  t a n , and he r e i n f o r c e s  
h i s  a r g u m e n t s  by i l l u s t r a t i n g  how u n p o p u l a r  P u r i t a n s  we r e  
among t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  and s t a g e  p l a y e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  
o f  J ames  I .  He i ne ma nn  d i s a g r e e s  c o m p l e t e l y .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  h e r ,  M i d d l e t o n  was h i m s e l f  a m o d e r a t e  P u r i t a n ,  and s h e  
p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  he had e n j o y e d  a l i f e l o n g  b u s i n e s s  and 
p e r s o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  P u r i t a n s .  Wh i l e  b o t h  t h e s e  
a u t h o r s  s h e d  l i g h t  on M i d d l e t o n ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  some o f  
t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  C h r i s t i a n  r e l i g i o u s  t r e n d s  o f  R e n a i s s a n c e  
E n g l a n d ,  b o t h  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  and i n  
t h e i r  r e s e a r c h .  J o h a n s s o n  c o n f u s e s  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  r a d i c a l  
s e c t s  w i t h  P u r i t a n i s m  and f a i l s  t o  t a k e  M i d d l e t o n ' s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n  e l e m e n t  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,
w h i l e  He i nemann i g n o r e s  o r  d i s c r e d i t s  p l a y s  wh i c h  do n o t  
s u p p o r t  h e r  t h e s i s .  A l s o ,  n e i t h e r  s t u d y  l o o k s  a t  any o t h e r  
t h a n  C h r i s t i a n  i n f l u e n c e s  i n t h e  p l a y s .
Many o t h e r  v a l u a b l e  c r i t i c i s m s  h a v e  h e l p e d  t o  c o n n e c t  
M i d d l e t o n ' s  p l a y s  w i t h  mor a l  and r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e n t i o n s .  
An t h o n y  C o v a t t a ' s  Thomas  Mi d d l e t o n 1s Ci t y  Comedi  es  ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  
Ge o r g e  E.  Rowe,  J r . ' s  Thomas Mi d d l e t o n  and t h e  New Comedy 
T r a d i  t i  on ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  and C l i f f o r d  D a v i d s o n ' s  " Mi d d l e t o n  and 
The Fa mi l y  o f  L o v e " i n E n g l i s h  Mi s e e 11 a n y , 20 ( 1 9 6 9 )  a l l  
d i s c u s s  t h e  F a m i l i s t  s e c t  i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s  The Fa mi l y  o f  L o v e , 
c l a r i f y i n g  i t s  t e n e n t s  and i l l u s t r a t i n g  how M i d d l e t o n  r e c o ­
g n i z e d  t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  t h a t  h e r e t i c a l  g r o u p .  C. L.  B a r b e r ' s  
The I d e a  o f  Honor  i n t h e  E n g l i s h  Drama 1 5 9 1 - 1 7 0 0  ( 1957)  
and  F r e d s o n  Bo we r s '  w o r k s ,  E l i z a b e t h a n  Revenge  T r a g e d y  
( 1 9 4 0 )  and " M i d d l e t o n ' s  F a i r  Q u a r r e l  and t h e  D u e l l i n g  Code"  
i n  J o u r n a l  o f  E n g l i s h  and Ge r ma n i c  Phi  1o l o g y , 34 ( 1937)  
e x p l a i n  how t h e  h o n o r  c o n v e n t i o n  i n t h e  dr ama was b a s e d  
upon r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  p r e c e p t s .  The wor ks  o f  Bower s  
and B a r b e r  a l s o  d i s c u s s  A F a i r  Q u a r r e l  and c l a r i f y  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  d i l e mma  o f  t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t ,  C a p t a i n  Ag e r .  Le n o r a  
L e e t  Br o d wi n ,  a u t h o r  o f  E l i z a b e t h a n  Love T r a g e d y  ( 1971)  
c o n n e c t s  The Se c ond  Mai d e n ' s T r a g e d y  w i t h  c o u r t l y  l o v e  
t r a d i  t i  o n s .
O t h e r  books  and a r t i c l e s  ha ve  been i m p o r t a n t  as  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  I h a v e  r e l i e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  upon
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t h e s e  wor ks  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n :  L o u i s  B.  W r i g h t ' s
M i d d l e - C l a s s  C u l t u r e  i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  En g l a n d  ( 1935)  and 
R e l i g i  on and Empi r e  : The A11 i a n c e  Be t we e n  Pi  e t y  and Commerce 
i n E n g l i s h  Expans  i on ( 1 9 6 5 ) ;  Wi l l  D u r a n t ' s  The R e f o r m a t i  on :
A H i s t o r y  o f  E u r o p e a n  C i v i l i z a t i o n  f r om Wy c l i f  t o  C a l v i n :  
1 3 0 0 - 1 5 6 4  ( 1 9 5 7 )  and The Age o f  Rea s on  Begi  ns ( 1 9 6 1 ) ;  a l s o ,  
Ro l a n d  H. B a i n t o n ' s  h i s t o r y ,  The R e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S i x t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  ( 1952)  and Wi l l i a m C l a r k ' s  The A n g l i c a n  
R e f o r m a t i o n  ( 1 9 0 9 ) .  Among t h e  books  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  
P u r i t a n i s m ,  T. H.  B r e e n ' s  The C h a r a c t e r  o f  a Good R u l e r : A 
S t u d y  o f  P u r i  t a n  P o l i t i c a l  I d e a s  i n New En g l a n d  ( 1 9 7 0 )  was 
h e l p f u l ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n f o r m a t i v e  a b o u t  J a c o b e a n  p o l i t i c a l  
p h i l o s o p h y  was C h a r l e s  Howard M c l l w a i n ' s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
The P o l i t i c a l  Works  o f  J ames  I ( 1 9 1 8 ) .  C h i v a l r y  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  
by Mi c h a e l  F o s s ,  The Kn i g h t  and C h i v a l r y  ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  by R i c h a r d  
B a r b e r ,  and C. S .  L e w i s '  The A l l e g o r y  o f  Love ( 19 5 8 )  e s t a b l i s h  
c o u r t l y  l o v e  as  a r e l i g i o n .  The books  o f  F o s s ,  B a r b e r ,  and 
Rut h K e l s o ' s  The D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Ge n t ! e me n  i n  t h e  
S i x t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  ( 1 9 2 9 )  a l s o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r i s e  o f  h o n o r  
and c a r e f u l l y  o u t l i n e  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e .
The f o l l o w i n g  e x a m i n a t i o n  d e t a i l s  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  
E n g l a n d ' s  R e f o r m a t i o n  and d e s c r i b e s  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o n s  and 
s e c t s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  f o l l o w e d  by a 
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  e i g h t  M i d d l e t o n  p l a y s  wh i c h  d e a l  d i r e c t l y
w i t h  r e l i g i o u s  c o n c e p t s .  The F a mi l y  o f  Love ( 1 6 0 2 )  i s  a 
s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  A n a b a p t i s t  s e c t a r i e s  and t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  
c o n v e n t i o n .  The P u r i t a n  ( 1 6 0 6 )  and t h e  c h r i s t e n i n g  s c e n e  
1n A C h a s t e  Mai d i n Ch e a p s i  de ( 1 6 1 1 - 3 )  s a t i r i z e  b o t h  
A n a b a p t i s t  and  P u r i t a n  t r a i t s ,  a nd  Hengi  s t , Ki ng o f  K e n t , 
° r  The Mayor  o f  Qu e e n b o r o u g h  ( 1 6 1 5 - 2 0 )  mocks  m i d d l e - c l a s s  
P u r i t a n i s m  o n l y .  A Game a t  Che s s  ( 1 6 2 4 )  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
e v i l s  i n h e r e n t  w i t h i n  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  as  J a c o b e a n  
L o n d o n e r s  saw i t .  The wor ks  wh i c h  e x p l o r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  t h e  s a c r e d  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c ode  i n c l u d e  The 
Se c ond  Mai den 1s T r a g e d y  ( 1 6 1 1 )  and t h e  ma i n  p l o t s  o f  A 
F a i r  Q u a r r e l  ( 1 6 1 5 - 7 )  and The C h a n g e l i n g  ( 1 6 2 2 ) .  C o u r t l y  
l o v e  a l s o  i s  a t o p i c  i n  The Se c ond  Mai d e n 1s T r a g e d y , The 
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CHAPTER 1 
THE RELIGIOUS TRADITION:
The S h a p i n g  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  A t t i t u d e s
The s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  saw t h e  m a t u r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  
t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  and t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  t wo move me nt s  wh i c h  
had b e e n  d e v e l o p i n g  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  and i n t e r d e p e n d e n t l y  
d u r i  ng t h e  s e v e r a l  p r e c e e d i  ng c e n t u r i e s .  By 1 5 5 8 ,  when 
E l i z a b e t h  I a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  E n g l a n d ,  t h e s e  two 
f o r c e s  had v i r t u a l l y  s h a p e d - - a n d  now d o m i n a t e d - - t h e  w o r l d .  
Du r i n g  h e r  r e i g n ,  En g l a n d  g r a d u a l l y  s h e d  i t s  m e d i e v a l  c l o a k  
and a s s u me d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  an e n l i g h t e n e d  a g e .  The 
a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n  g a i n e d  s t a t u r e  as  t h e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s  o f  t h e  
f e u d a l  s y s t e m  c o l l a p s e d  and t h e  g r o wi n g  t r a d e  m a r k e t  
n o u r i s h e d  a l a r g e  and p r o s p e r o u s  b o u r g e o i s .  As w e a l t h  
became  mor e  e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  e d u c a t i o n  be came  w i d e l y  
a v a i l a b l e ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  London ,  and as  p e o p l e  b e g a n  t o  
f a m i l i a r i z e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  B i b l e  and w i t h  new r e l i g i o u s  
i d e a s  f r om C o n t i n e n t  r e f o r m e r s ,  r e l i g i o n  became mor e  
p e r s o n a l  and e a s i e r  t o  c o mp r e h e n d  t h a n  t h e  a b s t r a c t  dogma 
o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  Ch u r c h  had b e e n .  A l t h o u g h  E l i z a b e t h  
h e r s e l f  was  n o t  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  
h e r  s u b j e c t s '  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  many f o r c e s  b o t h
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w i t h i n  and  o u t s i d e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s y s t e m we r e  a t  wo r k ,  
m o d i f y i n g  and i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  
En g l i s h me n  and women had i n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
A g r o wi n g  number  o f  t hem came t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  
Go d ' s  own s a i n t s ,  g l o r i f i e d  and r e d e e me d  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  
some d i v i n e  p u r p o s e .
Of c o u r s e ,  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  wh i c h  ma r ke d  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  En g l a n d  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  t o  a l l  i t s  
c i t i z e n s ,  and a good many o f  t hem c a u s e d  d i s s e n s i o n  and 
s t r i f e  w i t h i n  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  t h e s e  
v e r y  e l e m e n t s  c a u s e d  t h e  n a t i o n  t o  t e a r  i t s e l f  a p a r t  i n  
c i v i l  w a r ,  t o  commi t  r e g i c i d e  a g a i n s t  i t s  own k i n g ,  and 
t o  p l u n g e  i t s e l f  i n t o  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s  ( 1 6 4 2 - 1 6 6 0 )  o f  
h y s t e r i c a l  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t h e  v e r y  
e s s e n c e ,  o f  wha t  had b e e n  En g l a n d  a t  i t s  f i n e s t .  I t  was 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  c i v i l  w a r ,  d u r i n g  a t i m e  o f  t e e m i n g  r e l i g i o u s ,  
s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and e c o n o mi c  a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  Thomas 
Mi d d l e t o n  made h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a g e  and t o  
E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e .  Bor n i n  1 5 8 0 , ^  he was a p r o d u c t  o f  t h i s  
a g e  and o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t s ,  t r i u m p h s ,  and t r a g e d i e s  t h a t  i t  
saw.  U n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  c o n t r i b u t e d  
t o  h i s  f e r t i l e  i m a g i n a t i o n  and t o  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  v i s i o n .
To wh a t  e x t e n t  d i d  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  p r e v a i l i n g  r e l i g i o u s  t r e n d s  
i n f l u e n c e  h i s  wo r k s ?  A b r i e f  l o o k  a t  E n g l a n d ' s  p o l i t i c a l
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and r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  no d o u b t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  some i n s i g h t .
E l i z a b e t h  had a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  o f  a we a r y  and
t r o u b l e d  p e o p l e .  Her  s i s t e r ,  Mary T u d o r ,  had l o n g e d  t o
r e i n s t a t e  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  as  E n g l a n d ' s  o f f i c i a l  and o n l y
r e l i g i o n .  She m a r r i e d  t h e  h e i r  a p p a r e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c  S p a i n ,
t h u s  a l l y i n g  En g l a n d  w i t h  i t s  mo s t  h a t e d  enemy,  and t h e n
s h e  f o l l o w e d  S p a i n  i n t o  a c o s t l y  and u n p o p u l a r  wa r  a g a i n s t
F r a n c e .  In t h e  name o f  r e l i g i o n ,  s h e  had b u r n e d  o v e r  t h r e e
h u n d r e d  o f  h e r  P r o t e s t a n t  s u b j e c t s ,  t h r o wn  h u n d r e d s  more
i n  j a i l s ,  and f o r c e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t h e r s  t o  f l e e  t o  f o r e i g n  
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r e f u g e .  I m p o r t a n t  d o m e s t i c  s o c i a l  and e c o n o mi c  p r o b l e ms  
had grown u n c h e c k e d  as  s h e  s i n g l e m i n d e d l y  l e d  En g l a n d  t o  t h e  
f e e t  o f  t h e  Pope .  At  h e r  d e a t h ,  E n g l a n d ,  d e s p a i r i n g ,  p o v e r t y -  
s t r i c k e n ,  and s i c k  o f  t h e  b l o o d  o f  i t s  own m a r t y r s ,  l o o k e d  t o  
E l i z a b e t h  t o  we l d  t h e  n a t i o n  b a c k  i n t o  a u n i t e d  p e o p l e ,  t o  
b r i n g  p r o s p e r i t y ,  and t o  r e s t o r e  i t s  damaged r e p u t a t i o n  i n  
E u r o p e .  The new q u e e n  s u c c e d e d ,  a t  t i m e s  t h r o u g h  f o r c e ,  a t  
o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  d i p l o m a c y ,  by t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h e r  own w i l l ,  
by t h e  wi sdom o f  t h o s e  whom s h e  c a l l e d  upon t o  a d v i s e  
h e r ,  and by h e r  s u b j e c t s '  l o v e  f o r  h e r .  A m a s t e r  p o l i t i c i a n  
whos e  i m p e r i o u s n e s s  and d e t e r m i n a t i o n  we r e  ma t c h e d  by t h e  
l o v e  s h e  f e l t  f o r  h e r  s u b j e c t s  and h e r  c o u n t r y ,  s h e  was a b l e  
t o  f i n d  c o mp r o mi s e s  a m i d s t  e x t r e m e s  and t o  h a r n e s s  t h e
r e s t l e s s  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  p u l l  t hem t o g e t h e r  f o r
t h e  good o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,
E l i z a b e t h  had c o n v e r t e d  t o  C a t h o l i c i s m  d u r i n g  h e r
y o u t h ,  and w h i l e  s h e  l o v e d  t h e  dr ama o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  r i t u a l
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s he  was n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  l o v e  Roman C a t h o l i c s .  They had 
p r o c l a i m e d  h e r  i l l e g i t i m a t e  s i n c e  h e r  b i r t h ,  w i t h  no 
r i g h t  t o  t h e  t h r o n e .  F e a r f u l  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  p o s i t i o n  
and o f  P r o t e s t a n t  s u p p o r t  f o r  h e r , h e r  C a t h o l i c  s i s t e r  and 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  had t r e a t e d  h e r  h a r s h l y ,  e ven  i m p r i s o n i n g  
h e r  i n  t h e  Tower  b r i e f l y .  Vai n and s t r o n g - w i l l e d ,  t h i s  
d a u g h t e r  o f  Henr y  VI I I  had no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  s u b mi t  t o  
t h e  Pope even  i n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  U n d e r s t a n d a b l y , 
s h e  f a v o r e d  t o l e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  r e f o r m e r s .  They 
had s u p p o r t e d  h e r  d u r i n g  Ma r y ' s  r e i g n ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  s h e ,  
n o t  Mar y ,  was t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  i s s u e  o f  Henr y  V I I I ,  and 
t h e r e f o r e  t h e  r i g h t f u l  s o v e r e i g n  o f  E n g l a n d ,  and t h e y  
r e j o i c e d  when s h e  r o d e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  London ,  
h o p e f u l  f o r  a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  h e r  f a t h e r  and 
b r o t h e r  had b e g u n .  They we r e  r i g h t  t o  r e j o i c e .  E l i z a b e t h '  
f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  a c t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  
Mary had i m p r i s o n e d .  Thos e  i n  e x i l e  f l o c k e d  home,  s p i r i t ­
u a l l y  e x u b e r a n t  w i t h  t h e  h e a d y  wi ne  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l s  
t h e y  had e n c o u n t e r e d  on t h e  C o n t i n e n t .  S t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  
by a P u r i t a n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  s he  r e v i v e d  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  A n g l i c a n
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C h u r c h ,  E d w a r d ' s  P r o t e s t a n t  P r a y e r  Book,  and t h e  39 A r t i c l e s  
o f  t h e  Ch u r c h ,  wh i c h  we r e  r e v i s e d  a l o n g  more  P r o t e s t a n t  l i n e s .  
Her  own Ac t  o f  U n i f o r m i t y  ( 1 5 5 9 )  r e q u i r e d  a l l  E n g l i s h  s u b j e c t s  
t o  a t t e n d  A n g l i c a n  s e r v i c e s  r e g u l a r l y .  P a r l i a m e n t  i s s u e d  a 
B i l l  ( 1560)  i n  wh i c h  t h e  mo n a r c h ,  n o t  t h e  p o p e ,  was 
r e i n s t a t e d  a s  t h e  s u p r e me  he a d  o f  t h e  Chur c h  and r e q u i r e d  
a l l  c l e r g y  t o  s i g n  i t  on p a i n  o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o r  d e p r i v a t i o n  
o f  t h e i r  o f f i c e s .  Th o s e  who c o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  
s i g n  e i t h e r  l e f t  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  s i m p l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  own f a i t h s  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a w s .  Th e s e  o f f e n d e r s ,  
l i k e  t h o s e  who i g n o r e d  t h e  Ac t  o f  U n i f o r m i t y ,  we r e  r a r e l y  
c a l l e d  t o  t a s k  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n ,  b u t  
as  d i s s e n t  g r e w,  and as  C a t h o l i c s  and P r o t e s t a n t s  a l i k e  
gr ew more  r a d i c a l ,  s h e  s a n t i o n e d  h a r s h e r  m e a s u r e s  t o  e n f o r c e  
t h e  l a ws .
The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a r r e s t  and 
e v e n t u a l  e x e c u t i o n  o f  Mary Queen o f  S c o t s  c a u s e d  E l i z a b e t h  
t o  b e a r  down on a l l  r e l i g i o u s  d i s s e n t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
C a t h o l i c s .  A l t h o u g h  S c o t l a n d  by t h i s  t i me  had become a 
P r o t e s t a n t  s t r o n g h o l d ,  t h e i r  q u e e n ,  Mary S t u a r t ,  was s t a u n c h l y  
C a t h o l i c ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  b e a r e r  o f  t h e  many 
C a t h o l i c s  i n  b o t h  S c o t l a n d  and E n g l a n d .  As t h e  g r e a t  g r a n d ­
d a u g h t e r  o f  Henr y  V I I ,  and u n d o u b t e d l y  l e g i t i m a t e  a t  t h a t ,  
many c o n s i d e r e d  h e r ,  n o t  E l i z a b e t h ,  t h e  l e g a l  mona r c h
of  E n g l a n d .  By common c o n s e n t  s h e  was t h e  n e x t  i n  l i n e  t o  
t h e  E n g l i s h  t h r o n e  s h o u l d  E l i z a b e t h  d i e  w i t h o u t  i s s u e .  As 
t h e  w i f e  o f  F r a n c i s  I I  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  q u e e n  o f  F r a n c e ,  
s h e ,  l i k e  a l l  h e r  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  had s t y l e d  h e r s e l f  t h e  
"Queen o f  En g l a n d  and F r a n c e "  on s t a t e  p a p e r s .  I t  was 
common i n  t h o s e  d a y s  f o r  t h e  mona r c h  o f  F r a n c e  t o  c l a i m  
E n g l a n d  and v i c e  v e r s a ,  b u t  Ma r y ' s  c l a i m  made E l i z a b e t h  
and a l l  En g l a n d  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  f o r  i f  s h e  s h o u l d  have  
d e c i d e d  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  c l a i m  t h r o u g h  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  o r  
i f  E l i z a b e t h  s h o u l d  d i e  f o r  any r e a s o n ,  En g l a n d  woul d  ha ve  
f o u n d  i t s e l f  a s a t e l l i t e  o f  a f o r e i g n  C a t h o l i c  powe r .
When h e r  h u s b a n d  d i e d ,  Mary r e t u r n e d  t o  S c o t l a n d ,  and 
as  l o n g  as  s he  r e ma i n e d  t h e r e ,  E l i z a b e t h  and E n g l i s h  
P r o t e s t a n t s  f e l t  r e a s o n a b l y  s a f e  f r om t h e  t h r e a t  s h e  p o s e d .  
But  Mary d i d  n o t  r u l e  S c o t l a n d  l o n g .  She f i r s t  a l i e n a t e d  
t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  l o r d s  by s e i z i n g  t h e i r  l a n d s ,  and t h e n  s h e  
t u r n e d  h e r  C a t h o l i c  s u b j e c t s  a g a i n s t  h e r  by t a k i n g  a 
P r o t e s t a n t  l o v e r ,  Lor d  B o t h w e l l ,  and be c omi ng  i m p l i c a t e d  
i n  t h e  s u s p i c i o u s  d e a t h  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  D a r n l e y .  Fo r c e d  t o  
a b d i c a t e  t h e  S c o t t i s h  t h r o n e  i n  f a v o r  o f  h e r  i n f a n t  s o n ,  
J a me s ,  s h e  t h e n  f l e d  t o  En g l a n d  t o  s e e k  E l i z a b e t h ' s  h e l p ,  
b u t  E l i z a b e t h  c o u l d  n o t  r e s t o r e  h e r  p r i n c i p a l i t y  w i t h o u t  
a l i e n a t i n g  t h e  S c o t s ,  n o r  c o u l d  s h e  i m p r i s o n  h e r  l e s t  s he  
a n g e r  h e r  own C a t h o l i c  s u b j e c t s .  She p r o c r a s t i n a t e d ,  b u t
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f i n a l l y  t r i e d  h e r  f o r  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  S c o t t i s h  p e o p l e ,  
a n n o u n c e d  an a mb i g u o u s  v e r d i c t ,  then i m p r i s o n e d  h e r  f o r  
n i n e t e e n  y e a r s .
As l o n g  as  Mary l i v e d ,  s h e  r e ma i n e d  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  
t o  P r o t e s t a n t  E n g l a n d .  As a C a t h o l i c  and as  t h e  f o r me r  
q u e e n  o f  F r a n c e ,  s h e  a l wa y s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
i n v a s i o n  by F r a n c e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  C a t h o l i c  p o we r ,  S p a i n .  
I f  E l i z a b e t h  s h o u l d  d i e  w i t h o u t  i s s u e ,  Mary woul d  mos t  
c e r t a i n l y  become q u e e n ,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  h e r  a n o t h e r  unwe l come  
a l l i a n c e  w i t h  one o r  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e n e mi e s  o f  
E n g l a n d .  But  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i s s u e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  Mary we r e  
j u s t  as  i m p o r t a n t  as  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o n e s .  The P r o t e s t a n t s ,  
r e me mb e r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Bl oody  Mar y,  f e a r e d  a n o t h e r  
C a t h o l i c  r u l e r ,  and t h e  C a t h o l i c s  d e s p e r a t e l y  d e s i r e d  a 
h a l t  t o  t h e  e v e r - s t r e n g t h e n i n g  R e f o r m a t i o n .
Among mo s t  E n g l i s h  P u r i t a n s ,  E l i z a b e t h ' s  p o s i t i o n  was 
s e c u r e ,  b u t  a g r o wi n g  m i n o r i t y  among P u r i t a n s  as  
we l l  as  C a t h o l i c s  a c c e p t e d  an a n c i e n t  C a t h o l i c  d o c t r i n e  
wh i c h  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  w h i l e  r u l i n g  s o v e r e i g n s  wer e  mona r c h  o f  
t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l i t i e s ,  t h e y  had no c l a i m  t o  t h e i r  s u b j e c t s '  
r e l i g i o u s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s e s .  Co u p l e d  w i t h  t h i s  was a b a s i c  
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  mos t  E n g l i s h me n  had h e l d  s i n c e  t h e  Magna 
C a r t a :  t h e y  had t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  r i g h t  t o  j u d g e  and
d e p o s e ,  o r  e ve n  k i l l  a t y r a n n i c a l  r u l e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  one
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who i n d u l g e s  i n  r e l i g i o u s  p e r s e c u t i o n . 4 N a t u r a l l y  t h o s e  
p e r s e c u t e d  f o r  p r a c t i c i n g  t h e  l aws  of  wh a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  o n l y  t r u e  f a i t h  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  s e e  s uc h  a s o v e r e i g n  as  
a h e r e t i c  and a t r y a n t .  A z e a l o u s  m i n o r i t y  mi g h t  e ven  b e ­
l i e v e  t h a t  one  p e r s o n  may be a c t i n g  as  Go d ' s  i n s t r u m e n t  i f  
he t a k e s  i t  upon h i m s e l f  t o  d e s t r o y  s uc h  a d e s p o t .
Most  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i me  r e ma i n e d  l o y a l  
t o  t h e  c r o wn ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  a d o p t e d  a p a s s i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  
p r e f e r r i n g  t o  make e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c h a n g e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  Chur c h  
and t h e  l e g a l  s y s t e m ,  b u t  t h e  more  d e s p e r a t e  J e s u i t s ,  who 
had become t h e  c h a mp i o n s  f o r  p a p a l  s u p r e m a c y ,  be ga n  t o  
a c t u a l l y  t r y  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  " r i g h t "  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e i r  
" h e r e t i c a l "  mona r c h  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  
r e i g n .  They p r o v o k e d  a count er  r evol ut i on which could not  be 
e a s i l y  s u p p r e s s e d ,  because Cat hol i c  powers on the Cont inent  
i n t e r v e n e d  on b e h a l f  o f  E n g l i s h  C a t h o l i c s  and Mary S t u a r t .  
The S p a n i s h ,  c o n s t a n t l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  ways  t o  weaken and 
o v e r t a k e  E n g l a n d ,  a f t e r  1580 e n c o u r g e d  t h e  r a d i c a l  C a t h o ­
l i c s  by s e n d i n g  J e s u i t  p r i e s t s  t o  En g l a n d  t o  p r o v o k e  and 
o r g a n i z e  d i s s e n t e r s .  Th e s e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  n o t  o n l y  i n c i t e d  
many o f  t h e  q u i e t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  C a t h o l i c s  a l r e a d y  i n  
E n g l a n d ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  won c o n v e r t s  f r om P r o t e s t a n t i s m  
t o  h e l p  f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  c a u s e .  The J e s u i t s ,  s t e a d i l y  
g r o wi n g  i n  n u mb e r s ,  c o u l d  n o t  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  mer e  
t o l e r a t i o n ,  wh i c h  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  woul d  mark t h e  d e a t h  of
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C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  E n g l a n d .  They be ga n  wo r k i n g  t o wa r d  C a t h o l i c
d o m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  i n v a s i o n  by a f o r e i g n
p o we r ;  a r med r e b e l l i o n  and c i v i l  wa r ;  and t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n
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o f  E l i z a b e t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l a c e  Mary on t h e  t h r o n e .
S i n c e  t h e  F r e n c h  a l s o  wa n t e d  E l i z a b e t h  and h e r  P r o t e s ­
t a n t  p o l i c i e s  o u t  o f  t h e  way ,  t h e  t wo C a t h o l i c  powe r s  wor ke d  
t o g e t h e r  c o v e r t l y  t o  u n d e r mi n e  E n g l i s h  u n i t y  and t o  d e s t r o y  
t h e  q u e e n .  In 1570 ,  i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  a l i e n a t e  t h e  E n g l i s h  
C a t h o l i c s  f r om E l i z a b e t h  and t o  wi n t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  f o r  
Mar y ,  Pope P i u s  V i s s u e d  a b u l l  d e p o s i n g  and e x c o mmu n i c a t i n g  
t h e  "Wi cked J e z e b e l  o f  E n g l a n d . "  Th i s  was f o l l o w e d  by 
d o z e n s  o f  a t t e m p t s  on t h e  q u e e n ' s  l i f e  by r a d i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  
g r o u p s  who b e l i e v e d  t h e y  we r e  d o i n g  t h e  w i l l  o f  God.  One 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p l o t  was c o n c e i v e d  i n  1571 by an I t a l i a n  me r ­
c h a n t ,  R i d o l f i ,  who hoped  t o  f r e e  Mary and p l a c e  h e r  on t h e  
t h r o n e  i n  E l i z a b e t h ' s  s t e a d ,  and i n  1 583 ,  F r a n c e  and S p a i n  
p l o t t e d  t o  i n v a d e  En g l a n d  t o  t h e  same p u r p o s e s .  P a r l i a m e n t  
r e s p o n d e d  d e c i s i v e l y :  i n  t h e  same y e a r  i t  p a s s e d  a B i l l  
ma k i ng  i t  h i g h  t r e a s o n  t o  a c c u s e  t h e  q u e e n  o f  h e r e s y  o r  t o  
p u b l i s h  a pa p a l  b u l l  i n  E n g l a n d .  J e s u i t s ,  who had be e n  i n ­
v o l v e d  i n  some o f  t h e  p l o t s  t o  k i l l  E l i z a b e t h  and cr own 
Mar y ,  we r e  o r d e r e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and a n t i - C a t h o l i c  
l aws  we r e  s t r e n g h t e n e d . Some C a t h o l i c s  we r e  e x e c u t e d .  
D e s p i t e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t e n o r  o f  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s ,  E l i z a b e t h  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  she  had p u t  t o  d e a t h  d i e d  f o r
17
t r e a s o n  a g a i n s t  h e r  m a j e s t y ,  n o t  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  
i t  was o b v i o u s l y  be c o mi n g  mor e  ar.d more  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  be 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a good C a t h o l i c  and a good E n g l i s h ma n .
O t h e r  Eu r o p e a n  a f f a i r s  c a u s e d  En g l a n d  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  
C a t h o l i c i s m  and t o wa r d  more  r a d i c a l  f o r ms  o f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m .
In 1 572 ,  t h e  we a k - mi n d e d  F r e n c h  Ki n g ,  C h a r l e s  IX,  i n c i t e d  
by h i s  mo t h e r  C a t h e r i n e  de M e d i c i ,  o r d e r e d  o v e r  7 , 0 0 0  F r e n c h  
Hu ge no t  men,  women,  and c h i l d r e n  t o  be m a s s a c r e d .  Pope 
Gr e g o r y  XI I I  c a l l e d  f o r  "Te Deum" i n  t h a n k s g i v i n g  f o r  t h i s ;  
P h i l i p  I I  o f  S p a i n  a n g e r e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  P r o t e s t a n t s  f u r t h e r  
by p r o c l a i m i n g  C h a r l e s  IX a "Mos t  C n r i s t i a n  K i n g . "  En g l a n d  
o f f i c i a l l y  mour ne d  t h o s e  P r o t e s t a n t  d e a d  f o r  t wo y e a r s ,  and 
E l i z a b e t h  r e f u s e d  t o  s e e  t h e  F r e n c h  a m b a s s a d o r  d u r i n g  t h a t  
t  i m e . ®
The P r o t e s t a n t  c l e r g y ,  a l wa y s  v o c i f e r o u s l y  a n t i -  
C a t h o l i c ,  had by t h i s  t i me  a l s o  become e x t r e m e l y  a n t i - S p a n i s h . 
H a r b o r i n g  r e s e n t m e n t  and h a t r e d  f o r  P h i l i p  I I ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  S p a i n  r e p r e s e n t e d  p a p a c y  a t  i t s  n e f a r i o u s  w o r s t .
Whi l e  t h e  a v e r a g e  E n g l i s h  c i t i z e n  wa n t e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  an 
i s o l a t i o n i s t  p o l i c y ,  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  c l e r g y ,  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  
o f  t h e  p u l p i t  as  t h e  b e s t  means  f o r  p r o p a g a n d a ,  r a i l e d  a g a i n s t  
S p a i n  and a l l  t h a t  s h e  s t o o d  f o r .  They r e mi n d e d  t h e i r  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t h a t  S p a i n  was p l u n d e r i n g  t h e  r i c h e s  o f  t h e  New 
Wor l d and c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  h e a t h e n s  t o  s a t a n i c  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  and
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t h e y  c o n v i n c e d  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  En g l a n d  had a g r e a t  d e s t i n y  
o v e r s e a s  t o  t h w a r t  S p a i n  and p o p e r y  and t o  b r i n g  t h e  
P r o t e s t a n t  T r u t h  t o  Ame r i c a n  s o i l .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  
p r a g m a t i c a l l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  En g l a n d  c o u l d  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  
p l i g h t  o f  h e r  i d l e  p o o r  by d e v e l o p i n g  t r a d e  and c r e a t i n g  
new j o b s .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  r e a s o n i n g  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  r a p i d l y  
d e v e l o p i n g  m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  and t h e  P u r i t a n s ,  who d e s p i s e d  
i d l e n e s s  a l m o s t  as  much as  t h e y  d e s p i s e d  p o p e r y .  I t  became 
a r e l i g i o u s  and p a t r i o t i c  c o n c e r n  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  m i g h t y  
S p a n i s h  m a r i t i m e  f o r c e s  and t o  s t o p  t h e i r  r a p a c i o u s  p l u n d e r  
o f  t h e  New Wor l d and t h e i r  s p r e a d i n g  o f  C a t h o l i c i s m  among 
t h e  h e a t h e n .
E n g l i s h  " s e a  d o g s , "  p r i v a t e e r s  who p l u n d e r e d  S p a n i s h  
s h i p s ,  became c e l e b r a t e d  n a t i o n a l  h e r o e s ,  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  S p a n i s h  s h i p p i n g  and r a i d e d  
S p a n i s h  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  New Wor l d .  F u r i o u s  b e c a u s e  
E l i z a b e t h  woul d  n o t  s t o p  s u c h  p i r a c y  and a l s o  a n g e r e d  
b e c a u s e  En g l a n d  was s e n d i n g  a i d  t o  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Low 
C o u n t r i e s  a g a i n s t  S p a i n ,  P h i l i p  I I  r e s o l v e d  t o  p u n i s h  
E n g l a n d .  Par ma and S p a i n  p l o t t e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  a t t a c k  E n g l a n d ,  
d e t h r o n e  E l i z a b e t h ,  and  crown Mar y ,  b u t  t h e s e  p l a n s  we r e  
s p o i l e d  by t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  B a b i n g t o n  p l o t  i n  1586 .  
E l i z a b e t h ' s  a d v i s o r s  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  p l o t  i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s  
and a l l o w e d  Mary t o  become so d e e p l y  i n v o l v e d  t h a t  when i t
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was e x p o s e d ,  s he  was i m m e d i a t e l y  t r i e d  f o r  t r e a s o n  and 
condemmed t o  d e a t h .  Her  e x e c u t i o n ,  d e l a y e d  mon t hs  by 
E l i z a b e t h ' s  h e s i t a t i o n ,  e n r a g e d  a l l  o f  C a t h o l i c  E u r o p e ,  
who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  S c o t t i s h  q u e e n  a m a r t y r  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c  
f a i t h .  P h i l i p  was p r o mp t e d  t o  s e n d  t h e  S p a n i s h  Armada 
a g a i n s t  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  he f a i l e d  t o  r a l l y  n e e d e d  s u p p o r t  f r om 
t h e  E n g l i s h  C a t h o l i c s  and t h e  Pope .  E n g l a n d ' s  n a v a l  f o r c e s ,  
commanded by d a r i n g  a d v e n t u r e r s  l i k e  Dr ake  and R a l e i g h ,  and 
a i d e d  by p r o v i d e n t i a l l y  f a v o r a b l e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  p r o v e d  
t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  b e t t e r  c o m b a t a n t s .  In 1 588 ,  God s eemed t o  
ha ve  c h o s e n  En g l a n d  t o  be t h e  m a j o r  s e a p o w e r  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  
t o  r u l e  t h e  s e a s  and c l a i m  f o r e i g n  l a n d s  f o r  E n g l i s h  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  and t o  c r u s h  t h e  wi c k e d  S p a n i s h .  The Chur c h  
b e l l s  o f  a l l  En g l a n d  t o l l e d  t h e  v i c t o r y  f o r  d a y s  on e nd .  
Thomas M i d d l e t o n  was e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d .
Hi gh A n g l i c a n s  and P u r i t a n s  f o r g o t  t h e i r  a n i m o s i t y  i n  
t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l  p r i d e ,  b u t  t h e  d i s s e n s i o n  wh i c h  
had be e n  i n t e n s i f y i n g  b e t we e n  t h e  two g r o u p s  f o r  many y e a r s  
l a y  q u i e s c e n t  f o r  o n l y  a b r i e f  t i m e .  Even t h o u g h  t h e y  had 
p u l l e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  c i r c u m v e n t  t h e  f o r e i g n  C a t h o l i c  p l a n s  
t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h e  a c r i mo n y  b e t we e n  t hem was  l o n g  
a b i d i n g ,  and i t  e v e n t u a l l y  p r o v e d  more  d i s a s t r o u s  t h a n  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  c o n s p i r a c i e s  had .
Be c a u s e  A n g l i c a n i s m  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a c o mp r o mi s e
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b e t we e n  t h e  m e d i e v a l  Ch ur c h  and t h e  Ref or m mo ve me n t ,  and 
b e c a u s e  E l i z a b e t h ' s  Ac t  o f  U n i f o r m i t y  r e q u i r e d  a l l  c l e r g y  
t o  c o n f o r m t o  t h e  A n g l i c a n  A r t i c l e s ,  w i t h i n  t h e  Chur c h  
s t r u c t u r e  d w e l t  a m y r i a d  o f  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e v e r s .  Men 
l i k e  A r c h b i s h o p  La mbe t h  l e a n e d  t o wa r d  C a t h o l i c  t h e o l o g y ,  
and E l i z a b e t h  h e r s e l f ,  w h i l e  d e s p i s i n g  t h e  P o p e ' s  c l a i m  
o v e r  h e r  s o v e r i g n t y ,  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  o r n a t e  r i t u a l  o f  t h e
C a t h o l i c  mass  o v e r  t h e  mor e  s i m p l i f i e d  w o r s h i p  p o p u l a r i z e d
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by t h e  R e f o r m e r s .  P a r l i a m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  House  o f  
Commons,  was d e c i d e d l y  C a l v i n i s t ,  a s  we r e  many i m p o r t a n t  
Ch u r c h  o f f i c i a l s .  On l y  t h e  mor e  z e a l o u s  o f  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  
and  C a t h o l i c s  s e p a r a t e d  f r om t h e  Ch u r c h  and r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  
t h e  Oa t h  o f  U n i f o r m i t y ;  mo s t  o f  t h e  b r e t h e r n  r e ma i n e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  f o l d .
In d o c t r i n e ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n  Hi gh A n g l i c a n s  
and P u r i t a n s  was s l i g h t ,  and i n  a c t u a l i t y ,  t h e y  can be 
d e s c r i b e d  as  t wo p a r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  same o r g a n i z a t i o n  r a t h e r  
t h a n  as  d i f f e r i n g  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  S i n c e  t h e  A n g l i c a n  
Ch u r c h  had b e e n  r e s t r u c t u r e d  t o  a c c o mmo d a t e  C a l v i n i s t i c  
t h e o l o g y ,  r e l a t i v e  ha r mony  p r e v a i l e d ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  f i r s t ,  
among a l l  t h e  c o n f o r m i n g  e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Ch u r c h  on 
b a s i c  i s s u e s .  I n d e e d ,  t o d a y  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  among many p r e a c h e r s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e g me n t s  by 
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s .  M i n i s t e r s  i n  b o t h  camps  r a i l e d
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a g a i n s t  t h e  P o p e ,  s t a g e  p l a y s ,  and Chur c h  c o r r u p t i o n .
Du r i n g  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n ,  b o t h  e mp h a s i z e d  s a l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  
g r a c e  by f a i t h ,  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  and t h e  s i n f u l  n a t u r e  o f  
man,  and b o t h  a d mo n i s h e d  s o v e r e i g n  and s u b j e c t s  a l i k e  t o  
keep  t h e  S a b b a t h  day  h o l y .
The mai n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo p a r t i e s  was  t h a t  
t h e  r i  g h t - w i  ng A n g l i c a n s  r e v e r e d  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  and d i s c i p l i n e s  
wh i c h  had gr own o u t  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  Ch ur c h  and had been  ha nde d  
down t h r o u g h  L u t h e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  mor e  z e a l o u s  P u r i t a n s ,  p a r t i c u ­
l a r l y  t h o s e  who had l i v e d  i n  e x i l e  d u r i n g  Mary T u d o r ' s  r e i g n  and 
had come u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  J e a n  C a l v i n ,  wa n t e d  t o  p u r g e  
t h e  Ch u r c h  o f  a l l  C a t h o l i c  t r a p p i n g s .  Mos t  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  
m i n i s t e r s  c o n f o r me d  t o  t h e  o r t h o d o x  Chur c h  r i t u a l ,  e ve n  
t h o u g h  t h e y  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h o s e  " r e l i c s "  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  f a i t h  
a d o p t e d  by A n g l i c a n i s m ,  f o r  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  c o u l d  e f f e c t  
c h a n g e s  f r om w i t h i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Ch u r c h  and e v e n t u a l l y  
p u r g e  i t  o f  a l l  v e s t i g e s  o f  p o p i s h  c e r e mo n y .  They a l s o  
wa n t e d  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  p u r e ,  s i m p l e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s  f o u n d  
among t h e  e a r l y  d i c i p l e s .  Fo r  t h i s ,  t h e y  we r e  c a l l e d  
P u r i t a n s ,  a t  f i r s t  p e j o r a t i v e l y ,  b u t  l a t e r  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  
t h e  t e r m f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e i r  p a r t y  l i n e s .  L a t e r ,  
a s  Hi gh A n g l i c a n s  and P u r i t a n s  became more  p o l a r i z e d ,  o t h e r  
p o i n t s  o f  d i s a g r e e m e n t  s p r a n g  up b e t we e n  t h e  g r o u p s ,  p a r t i ­
c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n i n g  c h u r c h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s
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m u l t i p l i e d  as  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  wor e  on .  P u r i t a n s  
became more  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  n o t  
s a n c t i o n e d  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  s h o u l d  n o t  be a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  
Ch u r c h  s e r v i c e  o r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  t h e  a s c e n s i o n  o f  
J a me s ,  A n g l i c a n s  came mor e  and more  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e
o
o f  A r m i n i a n i s m .
Whi l e  t h e r e  we r e  many P u r i t a n  p r o t e s t s  a b o u t  Chur c h  
r i t u a l  and dogma d u r i n g  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n ,  s h e  was a b l e  t o  
keep  t h e  P u r i t a n  e l e m e n t  i n  c h e c k  f o r  many y e a r s .  Be c a u s e  
o f  h e r  b a t t l e  w i t h  F r e n c h ,  S p a n i s h  and e v e n  E n g l i s h  
C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  P u r i t a n s  r a l l i e d  b e h i n d  h e r  t o  q u e l l  t h e i r  
common enemy.  D e s p i t e  h e r  v a n i t y  and h e r  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  
s h e  was  Go d ' s  a n n o i n t e d  P r i n c e  and t h e r e f o r e  p l a c e d  upon 
t h e  t h r o n e  by D i v i n e  p r o v i d e n c e ,  s h e  n e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  
a l i e n a t e d  t h o s e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  P u r i t a n s  who woul d  ha ve  
r e f u s e d  t o  s e r v e  a r u l e r  who s e t  h e r s e l f  up as  t h e  a b s o l u t e  
o f  e c c l e s i a t i c a l  ma t t e r s ,  f o r  s h e  came s h o r t  o f  c l a i m i n g  s p i r i t ua l  
s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  h e r  s u b j e c t s .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  s h e  s u c ­
c e e d e d  i n  i n s p i r i n g  f r o m a l l  h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
t h e i r  t h e o l o g i c a l  l e a n i n g s ,  l o v e  and a d m i r a t i o n  as  t h e  
b e n e v o l e n t  g u i d e  and symbol  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  and i t s  a c h i e v e ­
m e n t s .  Th r o u g h  h e r  w i s e  ma na ge me nt  o f  e c o n o mi c  a f f a i r s ,  
t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  f l o u r i s h e d  and p r o s p e r e d ,  and s i n c e  t h i s  
was t h e  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s ,  s h e  was l o v e d  mor e  by
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t h i s  p o w e r f u l  and  p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  p a r t y  t h a n  mo s t  o f  
h e r  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i c i e s  we r e  h a t e d .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  mo s t  P u r i t a n s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,
f o r  t h e y  we r e  a s o b e r ,  i n d u s t r i o u s  s o r t  who b e l i e v e d
s t r o n g l y  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  and o b e y i n g  g o v e r n me n t  and i t s  l a w s .
Many became r e s p e c t a b l e ,  e ve n  w e a l t h y  member s  o f  s o c i e t y ,
and b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  wor k e t h i c ,  t h e y
became t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  E n g l a n d ' s  s o l i d  economy.  But  i n
1 5 5 8 ,  one  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n  p a r t y  ( P u r i t a n s
who l e f t  t h e  o r t h o d o x  Ch u r c h  and s e t  up i n d e p e n d e n t
c o n g r e g a t i o n s )  e x p l o d e d  i n  t h e  " Ma r t i n  M a r p r e l a t e "
c o n t r o v e r s y  when i t  p u b l i s h e d  a number  o f  v i c i o u s  t r a c t s
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Ch ur c h  and d i s p e r s e d  t hem a l l  o v e r
London .  Th e s e  c a l l e d  A r c h b i s h o p  Lambe t h  "a m o n s t r o u s
a n t i c h r i s t , "  and t h e y  s l a n d e r e d  t h e  C l e r g y ,  b i s h o p s ,  and a l l
c o n v e r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Ch u r c h  as  w e l l .  P a r l i a m e n t  r e a c t e d
q u i c k l y ,  p u t t i n g  one  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  t o  d e a t h ,  and b a n i s h i n g
and i m p r i s o n i n g  o t h e r s .  Many d i s s i d e n t s  l e f t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,
9and t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  m a l c o n t e n t s  we r e  q u i e t  f o r  a w h i l e .
S t i l l ,  E l i z a b e t h  c o u l d  n o t  r e s t  e a s y .  She f e a r e d  and 
m i s t r u s t e d  t h e  P u r i t a n  p a r t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  wi ng  o f  
t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  g r o u p  wh i c h  had b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
M a r t i n  M a r p r e l a t e  t r a c t s .  And o t h e r ,  e ve n  mor e  r a d i c a l  
f a c t i o n s  r e s i d e d  i n  London wh i c h  s h e  c o n s i d e r e d  a d a n g e r o u s
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t h r e a t  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  S t a t e ,  and Cr own.  Th e s e  we r e  s ma l l
10g r o u p s  o f  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e y  we r e  i n  no way 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n  move me nt ,  many E l i z a b e t h a n s  
b e l i e v e d  t h e y  w e r e .  A n g l i c a n s ,  C a t h o l i c s ,  and P u r i t a n s  
a l i k e  f e a r e d  and h a t e d  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  s e c t s ,  s c a t t e r e d  
t h o u g h o u t  Lo n d o n ;  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  t hem d a n g e r o u s  h e r e t i c s  who
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e i r  g o v e r n m e n t  and t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  G e n e r a l l y ,  
Anabapt i s t  congregat i ons  were made up o f  h i g h l y  mor a l  , p o l i t i c a l l y
i n a c t i v e ,  humbl e  f o l k  who s i m p l y  wa n t e d  t o  l i v e  e x a c t l y  as  
C h r i s t  and Hi s  d i s c i p i  es  h a d . They d e f e n d e d  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  t o  
Crown and c o u n t r y ,  b u t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  a nd  d o c t r i n e  p r o v o k e d  
s u s p i c i o n .
The A n a b a p t i s t s  we r e  e x t r e m e l y  d e m o c r a t i c ,  even  
c o m m u n i s t i c .  Many g r o u p s  l i v e d  c o mmu n a l l y ,  and  e v e n  t h e  mos t  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  o f  t hem e l e c t e d  t h e i r  own o f f i c i a l s .  They 
r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  any  o a t h s ,  t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t o  go 
t o  t h e  l a w,  o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  r e s p e c t  any  g o v e r n me n t  
l aw w h a t s o e v e r .  Be c a u s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t s  we r e  
" o r d a i n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  s i n , "  t h e y  f o r s w o r e  any a l l e g i a n c e  t o  
t h e  s t a t e ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  
n o t  be C h r i s t i a n i z e d ,  t h e y  s e p a r a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r om i t ,  
s o me t i me s  e v e n  g o i n g  i n t o  v o l u n t a r y  e x i l e . 11 Such a s e t  o f  
d o c t r i n e s  and p r a c t i c e s  was t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  a l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r  b a s i c a l l y  t h e y  we r e  p r e a c h i n g  n o t  o n l y
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communi sm* b u t  a l s o  a b s o l u t e  s p i r i t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a n a r c h y .  
To t h e  E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y  b a s e d  upon t h e  c l a s s  s y s t e m ,  t h e
A n a b a p t i s t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e
1 2e n t i r e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  way o f  l i f e .  Be c a u s e  t h e y
we r e  p a c i f i s t i c ,  t h e y  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  been  c o n s i d e r e d  s uc h
a t h r e a t  had t h e y  n o t  shown t h e m s e l v e s  c a p a b l e  o f  e f f e c t i v e ,
c o o p e r a t i v e  r e b e l l i o n .
The move me n t ,  wh i c h  had e x i s t e d  on t h e  f r i n g e s  o f
l e g a l  r e l i g i o n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s ,  be ga n  t o  g a i n
momentum when a w e l 1 - o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p  o f  b e l i e v e r s  a p p e a r e d
13i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  i n  1522 .  Z w i n g l i  d r o v e  t hem o u t  o f  t h e  
c o u n t r y  b e c a u s e  he f o u n d  t hem t o o  r a d i c a l ,  and t h e y  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e ,  me r g i n g  and g r o wi n g  w i t h  o t h e r  
g r o u p s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  i d e a s .  A l t h o u g h  r e v i l e d  and 
p e r s e c u t e d  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  w e n t ,  t h e y  u s u a l l y  r e a c t e d  w i t h  
p a s s i v e  r e s t r a i n t ,  a c c e p t i n g  t h e i r  h a r d s h i p s  me e k l y .
Howe ve r ,  i n  1529 ,  a s ma l l  g r o u p  i n  t h e  German p r o v i n c e  o f  
W e s t p h a l i a ,  s e i z e d  t h e  t own of  M u n s t e r ,  f o r t i f i e d  i t ,  and 
t u r n e d  i t  i n t o  a "New J e r u s a l e m . "  T h e r e  t h e y  p r a c t i c e d  
c o m m u n i s t i c  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and r e i n s t a t e d  t h e  Ol d T e s t a m e n t  
f o r m o f  p o l y g a my .  The l e a d e r s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  u n e d u c a t e d  
p e a s a n t s  and c r a f t s m e n ,  y e t  t h e y  managed t o  s e t  up a 
h i g h l y  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  c o mpl e x  t h e o c r a c y .  Not  u n t i l  more  
t h a n  a y e a r  l a t e r  d i d  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  s o l d i e r s  manage  t o
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r e c a p t u r e  t h e  t own ,  e x e c u t e  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  and d r i v e  t h e
14o t h e r  r e b e l s  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  e v e n t  
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n  f u r t h e r  v i t i a t e d  t h e  
A n a b a p t i s t  movement  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  g o v e r n me n t s  and Ch u r c h e s  
a l l  o v e r  Eu r o p e  and G r e a t  B r i t i a n ,  and l e a d e r s  o f  e v e r y  
c o u n t r y  became  d o u b l y  a n x i o u s  t o  e r a d i c a t e  any b r a n c h e s  o f  
t h e  movement  wh e n e v e r  t h e y  s p r a n g  up.
A g r o u p  s u r f a c e d  i n  En g l a n d  p r i o r  t o  1575 ,  and 
E l i z a b e t h ,  a wa r e  t h a t  S c o t l a n d ,  F r a n c e ,  and S p a i n  s t o o d  
r e a d y  t o  i n v a d e  En g l a n d  s h o u l d  i t  e v e r  p r o v e  v u l n e r a b l e ,  
was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  any s e c t  t h a t  mi g h t  i n i t i a t e  
any f or m o f  r e b e l l i o n .  The q u e e n ,  s a n t i o n e d  by e v e r y  
e l e m e n t  o f  g o v e r n me n t  and C h u r c h ,  bega n  an e x h a u s t i v e  
c a mp a i g n  t o  r i d  En g l a n d  o f  t h e s e  r e l i g i o u s  e x t r e m i s t s .  Many 
we r e  e x i l e d ;  o t h e r s  r e ma i n e d  and w i t h s t o o d  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n .  
Even t h o u g h  many we r e  c a p t u r e d ,  t o r t u r e d ,  and e x e c u t e d ,  t h e y  
d i d  n o t  s t o p  w o r s h i p p i n g  t h e  way t h e y  b e l i e v e d .  In t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  P u r i t a n s  r e v i l e d  t h e  A n a b a p t i s t s  as  much as  
t h e  g o v e r n me n t  d i d .  Not  o n l y  d i d  t h e i r  h e r e t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  
t h r e a t e n  t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h e d  g o v e r n me n t  and way o f  l i f e ,  b u t  
t h e i r  a b o m i n a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n  t a r n i s h e d  t h e  who l e  Ref or m 
move me nt .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
s e c t s  i n  g e n e r a l  l e d  some p e o p l e  t o  d o u b t ,  e ve n  d e n y ,  a l l  
f o r ms  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and r e l i g i o n .  Howe ve r ,  l a t e r  i n t h e
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s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  as  mor e  and mor e  A n a b a p t i s t s  showed 
c o u r a g e  and d i g n i t y  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t o r t u r e  and ma r t y r d o m,  
many P r o t e s t a n t s  b e g a n  t o  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t hem and e v e n t u a l l y  
t o  a d o p t  some o f  t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s .
As t h e  end o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n  n e a r e d ,  r e l i g i o u s  
c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h i n  t h e  n a t i o n  d i m i n i s h e d  s o me wh a t ,  p r i m a r i l y  
b e c a u s e  t h e  member s  o f  mo s t  f a c t i o n s  r e a l i z e d  t h e y  c o u l d  
n o t  p e r s u a d e  t h e  a g i n g  q u e e n  t o  make c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  Chur c h  
s h e  had mo l d e d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  Re f or m movement  was 
s p l i n t e r e d ,  p o l a r i z e d  by e x t r e m e  v i e w p o i n t s  on a l l  s i d e s .  
Di s h a r mo n y  w a i t e d  f o r  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e r u p t ,  and  i t  came 
when J ames  I a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  1603 .  De t e r mi n e d  t o  
make t h e  new s o v e r e i g n  s e e  t h e  T r u t h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  
v a r i o u s  d o c t r i n e s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t i o n s  became more  and 
more  v o c a l  i n  t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Ch u r c h  o f  En g l a n d  
do t h i n g s  t h e i r  way.  J ame s  had i n h e r i t e d  E l i z a b e t h ' s  
C a t h o l i c  p r o b l e m s ,  a nd  b e c a u s e  he l a c k e d  h e r  d i p l o m a c y  and 
a b i l i t y  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  he a l s o  a l i e n a t e d  
t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  and m o d e r a t e  P u r i t a n s  a l m o s t  f r om t h e  o n ­
s e t  o f  h i s  r e i g n .  The  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s  t h a t  he r u l e d  
h e l p e d  t o  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  and  c i v i l  wa r  
t h a t  h i s  s o n ,  C h a r l e s  I ,  p a i d  f o r  w i t h  h i s  l i f e .
J a me s ,  l i k e  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s o v e r e i g n s ,  b e g a n  h i s  r e i g n  
h o p i n g  t o  r e c o n c i l e  a l l  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  f a c t i o n s  wh i c h  we r e
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f r a g m e n t i n g  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A l t h o u g h  Mary S t u a r t ' s
s o n ,  he was r e a r e d  a p a r t  f r o m h e r  and u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e
o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n  c l e r g y m e n ;  c o n s e q u e n t l y , mo s t  P r o t e s t a n t s  
b e l i e v e d  he woul d  a t  l o n g  l a s t  b r i n g  En g l a n d  t o w a r d  a com­
p l e t e  r e f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h .  Bu t  J ames  p r o v e d  
t o  be no P u r i t a n ,  and d e s p i t e  h i s  P r o t e s t a n t  u p b r i n g i n g ,  he 
became  l e s s  t o l e r a n t  o f  t h e  Ref or m p a r t y  t h a n  E l i z a b e t h  
had b e e n .  In 1 6 0 4 ,  he  h e l d  t h e  Hampt on C o u r t  C o n f e r e n c e ,  
o s t e n s i b l y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  P u r i t a n s  and h e a r  o u t  t h e i r  
g r i e v a n c e s ,  b u t  o n c e  he g a t h e r e d  t hem t o g e t h e r ,  he r i d i ­
c u l e d  t h e i r  p r e s b y t e r i a n  i d e a s .  " I f  you a i m a t  a S c o t t i s h
p r e s b y t e r y , "  he s a i d ,  " I t  a g r e e t h  a s  we l l  w i t h  mo n a r c y  as  
God and t h e  d e v i l . "  And he wa r n e d  t hem t o  c o n f o r m t o  t h e
15A n g l i c a n  A r t i c l e s  o r  he woul d  " h a r r y  t hem o u t  o f  t h e  l a n d . "
One o f  J a me s '  mo s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
En g l a n d  was  h i s  a u t o c r a t i c  r o y a l i s t  d o c t r i n e  and h i s  c a r r y i n g  
t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  r i g h t  o f  k i n g s  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e .  The 
d i v i n e  r i g h t  d o c t r i n e ,  wh i c h  s u p p o r t e d  h e r e d i t a r y  r i g h t s  o f  
mo n a r c h s  by c l a i m i n g  t h a t  k i n g s  we r e  a n n o i n t e d  by God t o  be 
Hi s  l i e u t e n a n t s  on e a r t h ,  had b e e n  a p a r t  o f  t h e  T u d o r  t r a ­
d i t i o n ,  and E l i z a b e t h ,  t o o ,  had e s p o u s e d  t h e  t h e o r y .  But
J a me s '  i d e a s ,  b a s e d  upon  F r e n c h  and S c o t t i s h  r o y a l i s t
p r i n c i p l e s ,  we r e  mor e  e x t r e m e  and l e s s  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a 
n a t i o n  wh i c h  had gr own up u n d e r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Magna
C a r t a .  Whi 1 e El i z a b e t h  had a c t e d  a s  i m p e r i o u s l y  a s  any  a b s o l u t e
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mo n a r c h ,  and had g e n e r a l l y  managed t o  bend P a r l i a m e n t  t o
h e r  w i l l ,  i n  t h e o r y  s h e  h e l d  a l e s s  a u t o c r a t i c  d o c t r i n e ,
t h a t  o f  "mi xed m o n a r c h y , "  wh e r e  t h e  P r i n c e  and P a r l i a m e n t
( wh i c h  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  p e o p l e )
r u l e d  j o i n t l y .  F u r t h e r ,  E l i z a b e t h  d i d  n o t  c l a i m  t o  be t h e
s u p r e me  head  o f  t h e  C h u r c h ,  as  h e r  f a t h e r  h a d .  She s i mp l y
s t y l e d  h e r s e l f  t h e  he a d  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ,  a " l i m i t e d "  monar ch
who g o v e r n e d  by l aw r a t h e r  t h a n  h e r  w i l l .  In r e a l i t y ,
E l i z a b e t h  was one o f  t h e  mo s t  a u t o c r a t i c  mo n a r c h s  En g l a n d
has  known,  b u t  as  l o n g  as  s h e  a l l o w e d  h e r  p e o p l e  t o  b e l i e v e
s h e  e s p o u s e d  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  mo n a r c h y ,  t h e y  we r e  c o n t e n t
1 fit o  l e a v e  h e r  t o  h e r  p r e r o g a t i v e s .
J a me s ,  h o we v e r ,  we n t  a s t e p  f u r t h e r  i n  h i s  r o y a l i s t  
d o c t r i n e  and became  more  o p e n l y  i n s i s t e n t  i n  a u t o c r a t i c  
r i g h t s .  He made i t  c l e a r  i n  h i s  f i r s t  a d d r e s s  t o  P a r l i a ­
men t  i n  Ma r c h ,  1 603 ,  t h a t  he i n t e n d e d  t o  c l a i m  a b s o l u t e  
s o v e r e i g n t y  o v e r  E n g l a n d ,  and  i n  1609 ,  he r e a f f i r m e d  t o  
P a r i i  a m e n t :
The S t a t e  o f  Mo n a r c h i e  i s  t h e  s u p r e m e s t  t h i n g  vpon 
e a r t h :  Fo r  Ki ngs  a r e  n o t  o n e l y  GODS L i e u t e n a n t s  vpon 
t h e  e a r t h ,  and s i t  upon GODS t h r o n e ,  b u t  e ve n  by GOD 
h i m s e l f e  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  g o d s .  . . . I u d g e s  o v e r  a l l  
t h e i r  s u b i e c t s ,  and i n  a l l  c a u s e s ,  and y e t  a c c o m p t a b l e  
t o  none  b u t  God o n e l y .  They ha ve  power  t o  e x a l t  l ow 
t h i n g s ,  and a b a s e  h i g h  t h i n g s ,  and make o f  t h e i r  
s u b i e c t s  l i k e  men a t  t h e  C h e s s e :  A pawne t o  t a k e  a 
B i s h o p  o r  a K n i g h t ,  and t o  c r y  vp ,  o r  downe any o f  
t h e i r  s u b i e c t s ,  as  t h e y  do t h e i r  money.  And t o  t h e  
Ki ng i s  due  b o t h  t h e  a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  and t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  body o f  h i s  s u b i e c t s . ^
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In d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  many o f  h i s  
s u b j e c t s  h e l d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  d e t h r o n e  a t y r a n n i c a l  
r u l e r ,  he m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  common p e o p l e  have  no 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  r e b e l l i n g ,  even  a g a i n s t  wi e k e d  p r i n c e s ,  
b e c a u s e  d e s p o t s  a r e  s e n t  by God as  a s c o u r g e  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  a 
s i n f u l  n a t i o n .  The p e o p l e  ha ve  no r e c o u r s e  b u t  t o  e n d u r e  
t h e i r  h a r d s h i p s  and w a i t  f o r  God t o  p u n i s h  s u c h  a t y r a n t .
J a me s '  d o c t r i n e  made h i s  r e l i g i o n  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s p i r i t u a l .  He was d o g ma t i c  a b o u t  t h i s  one  i s s u e  
and a b o u t  t h e  e p i s c o p a l i a n  f or m o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  and a l t h o u g h  he 
d i d  n o t  o v e r l y  c o n c e r n  h i m s e l f  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  p e o p l e  
a t t e n d e d  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e s ,  he was n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o  a l l o w  any 
d e v i a t i o n  f r om t h e  A n g l i c a n  d o c t r i n e s  wh i c h  he i n c o r p o r a t e d  
i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  and dogma.  Any o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  Ch ur c h  
was  l e g a l l y  p u n i s h a b l e  a s  s e d i t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r t s .  I t  i s  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  why he was so d e f e n s i v e  a b o u t  h i s  own f a i t h ,  
f o r  i t  a l o n e  a c c o mmo d a t e d  h i s  a u t o c r a t i c  t h e o r i e s .  The 
c o u n t r y  was be c omi ng  more  and more  f r a g m e n t e d  by u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  
r e l i g i o u s  d i s s e n t ,  and he f e a r e d  any r e l i g i o u s  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  
t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e  k i n g  was no d i v i n i t y ,  b u t  a f a l l i b l e  human 
b e i n g .  J a me s '  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  e ven  h i s  v e r y  l i f e ,  h i n g e d  upon 
h i s  s u b j e c t s '  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  r i g h t  o f  k i n g s  and 
t h e  s a c r e d n e s s  o f  t h e i r  power .
The C a t h o l i c s  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a mona r c h  was p l a c e d
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o v e r  En g l a n d  by Go d ' s  d i v i n e  p r o v i d e n c e ;  t h e  b u l l  i n  1570 
wh i c h  d e p o s e d  E l i z a b e t h  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  a t t a c k s  on h e r  
l i f e  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  i d e a .  P o l i t i c a l l y  weak and more  d e s p e r a t e  
t h a n  t h e  C a l v i n i s t s ,  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r c e d  t o  
u s e  e x t r e m e  m e a s u r e s  t o  r i d  En g l a n d  o f  s uc h  an h e r e t i c a l  
p r i n c e .  In 1 6 0 5 ,  a g r o u p  o f  C a t h o l i c s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  bl ow 
up P a r l i a m e n t  w h i l e  J a me s ,  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  and a l l  o f  
P a r l i a m e n t  we r e  a s s e m b l e d  t h e r e .  Some o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  
we r e  c a u g h t  r e d - h a n d e d  w i t h  huge  a mo u n t s  o f  g u n p o wd e r  i n  
t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  b a s e m e n t .  Al l  t h o s e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
c o n s p i r a c y  we r e  p r o m p t l y  t r i e d  and e x e c u t e d ,  and Guy Fawkes  
Day (named a f t e r  one o f  t h e  p l o t t e r s )  became a n a t i o n a l  
h o l i d a y ,  a n n u a l l y  r e m i n d i n g  t h e  E n g l i s h  o f  t h e i r  h a t r e d  f o r  
t h e  S p a n i s h  and t h e  C a t h o l i c s .  P a r l i a m e n t ,  a l r e a d y  l o o k i n g  
f o r  e x c u s e s  t o  p e r s e c u t e  C a t h o l i c s ,  r e d o u b l e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
t o  f e r r e t  o u t  C a t h o l i c i s m  i n  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  s i n c e  J ames  
wa n t e d  p e a c e  and p r e f e r r e d  h i e r a r c h a l  C a t h o l i c i s m  o v e r  
d e m o c r a t i c  P u r i t a n i s m ,  he m a i n t a i n e d  a t o l e r a n t  a t t i t u d e  
t o wa r d  C a t h o l i c s  and s t r o v e  f o r  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  S p a i n .
D e s p i t e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  C a t h o l i c s ,  i t  was 
t h e  P u r i t a n s  who came t o  be J a me s '  mo s t  d a n g e r o u s  e n e m i e s .
Of S c o t t i s h ,  n o t  B r i t i s h  o r i g i n ,  J a me s '  a u t o c r a t i c  t h e o r i e s  
we r e  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  many B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  P u r i t a n s .  They s i m p l y  c o u l d  n o t  s t o ma c h  t h e  i d o l a t r y
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o f  c a l l i n g  t h e  k i n g  a " g o d . "  Many o t h e r w i s e  c o n t e n t  mem­
b e r s  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Ch u r c h  had be gun  t o  a b s o r b  d e m o c r a t i c  
i d e a s  f r om t h e  many r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i e s  whi ch  
we r e  c i r c u l a t i n g  a r o u n d  En g l a n d  and E u r o p e ,  and  t h e y  we r e  
u n e a s y  w i t h  t h e  u n d e m o c r a t i c  d i r e c t i o n  J ame s  was l e a d i n g  
t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  Members  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  and  l o w e r  c l a s s e s  
e s p e c i a l l y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  s i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t s  
and o t h e r  Re f or m g r o u p s  a g a i n s t  h i s  c l a i m s ,  and many l e f t  
t h e  A n g l i c a n  Ch u r c h  t o  w o r s h i p  w i t h  t he m.
I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  J ame s  e n c o u n t e r e d  and 
a g g r a v a t e d  s t emmed f r om a s  much s o c i a l  as  r e l i g i o u s  d i s c o r d .  
The r i g i d  c l a s s  s y s t e m  wh i c h  had b e e n  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  a l l  
E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  be ga n  c r u m b l i n g  when 
E n g l a n d  e n t e r e d  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  p e r i o d .  I t  had  a l wa y s  been  
a s s u me d  t h a t  t h e  n o b i l i t y  we r e  t h e  n a t u r a l  r u l e r s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  i n h e r e n t l y  s u p e r i o r  i n  i n t e l l e c t  
and  j u d g e m e n t  t o  commoner s  and  p e a s a n t s .  T h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  
was e a s i l y  p e r p e t r a t e d  as  l o n g  as  r i g i d  c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n s  
we r e  m a i n t a i n e d  and a s  l o n g  as  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  possessed 
t h e  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  money and c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  g o v e r n ­
me n t .  But  a s  m i d d l e - c l a s s  m e r c h a n t s  became w e a l t h y  enough 
t o  buy t h e i r  own b a r o n i e s  a nd  n o b l e me n  we r e  r e d u c e d  t o  p o v ­
e r t y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c h a n g i  ng e c o n o mi c  s y s t e m ,  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  a p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  e r o d e d .  A k i n d  o f  s o c i a l  war  b e t we e n
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n o b i l i t y  and t h e  l o we r  and m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  s p r a n g  up and 
i n t e n s i f i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  J a me s '  r e i g n .  The 
a r i s t o c r a t s  s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  k i n g  i n mos t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  h i s  d i v i n e  r i g h t  d o c t r i n e  and 
mak i ng  a p o i n t e d  a t t e m p t  t o  r e ma i n  a l o o f  f r om even  t h e  
w e a l t h i e s t  member s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s .  At  t h e  same t i m e ,  
m e r c h a n t s  a l l  o v e r  London we r e  maki ng  f o r t u n e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  
h a r d  wor k and i n t e l l i g e n t  i n v e s t m e n t s ,  and t h e y  became 
a n x i o u s  t o  buy t h e  c o u n t r y  e s t a t e s ,  t i t l e s ,  and p r i v i l e g e s  
t h a t  had a t  one  t i me  been  r e s e r v e d  f o r  o n l y  t h o s e  comi ng 
f r om t h e  r i g h t  b l o o d l i n e s .  The c o u n t r y ' s  economy was c h a n g i n g  
i t s  b a s e  f r om l a n d  t o  r e a d y  money,  and l a n d e d  g e n t r y ,  f i n d i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  i m p o v e r i s h e d ,  we r e  o f t e n  f o r c e d  t o  bo r r o w f r om 
m e r c h a n t s  and t o  s e l l  t hem t h e  e s t a t e s  wh i c h  had been  in 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s .
Whi l e  t h e  m e r c h a n t  c l a s s e s  e mbr a c e d  t h e  p r a g m a t i c ,  r e f o r me d
d o c t r i n e s  wh i c h  e mp h a s i z e d  t h e  work e t h i c  and t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  men,  t h e  n o b i l i t y  we r e  c l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  o l d e r  
t r a d i t i o n s  wh i c h  had be e n  a way o f  l i f e  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  and 
whi ch  a l l o w e d  t hem t h e i r  e l i t i s t  v i ew o f  t h e  wo r l d  a r o u n d  
t hem.  Most  o f  t hem s t i l l  a d h e r e d  t o  t h e  r i g i d  code  o f  h o n o r  
whi ch  had o r i g i n a t e d  as  a mor a l  and r e l i g i o u s  code  d u r i n g  
t h e  k n i g h t s '  c a mp a i g n s  o f  t h e  Mi d d l e  Age s .  I t  had s t a r t e d  
o u t  as  a s t a n d a r d  b a s e d  upon C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  and i t s  d e f e n s e ,
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b u t  as  t i me  p a s s e d  and t h e  g e n t r y  and n o b i l i t y  whi ch  
p e r p e t r a t e d  i t  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  i d e a l s ,  t h e  code  c h a n g e d  as  
w e l l .  By t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e ,  i t  had i n c o r p o r a t e d  
more  A r i s t o t e l  i a n  and P l a t o n i c  t h a n  C h r i s t i a n  s t a n d a r d s  o f  
b e h a v i o r .  Thos e  who l i v e d  by i t  c l u n g  t o  i t  a s  one  o f  t h e  
o n l y  d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h e y  had t o  show t h e m s e l v e s  
s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  v u l g a r ,  a l b e i t  w e a l t h y ,  t r a d e s p e o p l e .  They 
came t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a h i g h e r  and f i n e r  l aw 
t h a n  t h e  t e m p o r a l  and r e l i g i o u s  l aws  wh i c h  s e r v e d  t h e  m a s s e s ,  
and as  a r e s u l t ,  t h e y  be ga n  t o  d e i f y  t h e  c ode  i t s e l f  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  God i t  had o r i g i n a l l y  me a n t  t o  s e r v e .  Th e s e  
a t t i t u d e s  n a t u r a l l y  c a u s e d  an even g r e a t e r  b r e a c h  i n  s p i r i t  
b e t we e n  t h e  u p p e r  and t h e  m i d d l e  and l o we r  c l a s s e s ,  and i t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e s o t e r i c  a t t i t u d e  and t h e  s c o r n  f o r  t h e  
m u l t i t u d e s  t h a t  t h e  k i n g  h i m s e l f  h e l d .  I t  i s  no wonde r  t h a t  
t h e  p e r s o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h i e s  o f  J ames  
and h i s  c o u r t  a l i e n a t e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t s .
Much o f  James '  d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  was i n f l u e n c e d
by h i s  f a v o r i t e ,  t h e  d a s h i n g ,  a r i s t o c r a t i c  Ge o r g e  V i l l i e r s .  
J ames  made him E a r l ,  t h e n  M a r q u i s ,  t h e n  t h e  Duke o f  
Bu c k i n g h a m,  and a f t e r  1 616 ,  a l l o w e d  him t o  d i r e c t  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  o f  s t a t e .  B u c k i n g h a m ' s  w i f e ,  Lady K a t h e r i n e  Ma n n e r s ,  
was C a t h o l i c ,  and s h e  may h a v e  i n f l u e n c e d  Buc k i ngha m and 
J ames  t o  p u r s u e  a n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  f a v o r a b l e  t o  C a t h o l i c s  a t
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home and a b r o a d .  Wh a t e v e r  t h e  r e a s o n ,  J ames  k e p t  t h e  p e a c e  
w i t h  S p a i n ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  u r g i n g s  o f  Commons t o  e n t e r  t h e  
T h i r t y  Y e a r s '  War on b e h a l f  o f  Bohemi an and German 
P r o t e s t a n t s .  Commons a l s o  i m p o r t u n e d  him t o  s e e k  an a l l i a n c e  
w i t h  a P r o t e s t a n t  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  h i s  
c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  J a me s ,  a t  t h e  u r g i n g  o f  Bu c k i n g h a m,  s t e e r e d  a 
d i f f e r e n t  c o u r s e .  F i r s t  he t r i e d  t o  ma r r y  h i s  e l d e r  s o n ,  
He n r y ,  t o  t h e  S p a n i s h  I n f a n t a ,  b u t  Henr y  d i e d  i n  1612 ,  
b e f o r e  t h e  w e d d i n g .  He n e x t  a r r a n g e d  f o r  a m a r r i a g e  b e t we e n  
h i s  d a u g h t e r  and Phi  1 i p  I I I  o f  S p a i n ,  b u t  t h i s  f a i l e d  t o  
m a t e r i a l i z e ,  and s h e  e v e n t u a l l y  m a r r i e d  t h e  L u t h e r a n  E l e c t o r  
P a l a t i n a t e  F r e d e r i c k .  The p e o p l e  r e j o i c e d ,  b u t  n o t  f o r  l o n g ,  
f o r  J ames  and Buc k i ngha m t h e n  n e g o t i a t e d  a ma t c h  b e t we e n  
J a me s '  s o l e  s u r v i v i n g  s o n ,  C h a r l e s ,  and M a r i a ,  P h i l i p  I V ' s  
s i s t e r .  The f i n a l  a t t e m p t  a t  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  S p a i n  a n g e r e d  
and a l i e n a t e d  J a me s '  s u b j e c t s  and P a r l i a m e n t ,  and A r c h i b i s h o p  
A b b o t ,  an a r d e n t  C a l v i n i s t ,  a n g r i l y  p r o t e s t e d  on b e h a l f  o f  
a l l  t h e  a n t i - C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  J ame s  f i r e d  Ab b o t ,  
r e p l a c i n g  him w i t h  t h e  a n t i - P u r i t a n  B a n c r o f t ,  and he p u t  
t h e  P u r i t a n s  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  by e x c l u d i n g  t hem f r om c o u r t  
p r e f e r m e n t s  and d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  no one  u n d e r  t h e  r a n k  o f  
b i s h o p  c o u l d  p r e a c h  on p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  o r  e l e c t i o n .
P a r l i a m e n t  a l s o  r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e  p r o p o s a l ,  
c o n d e mn i n g  J a me s '  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t h e  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  l a w s ,
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and u r g i n g  hi m t o  end a l l  C a t h o l i c  t o l e r a t i o n .  In 1618 ,
J ame s  f u r t h e r  e n r a g e d  a l l  o f  B r i t i a n  by e x e c u t i n g  a b e l o v e d  
n a t i o n a l  h e r o ,  S i r  W a l t e r  R a l e i g h  , f  o r  p i u n d e r i n g  a S p a n i s h  
c o l o n y  i n  G u i a n a .  A1 t h o u g h  Ral  e i  gh i n s i s t e d  he was i n n o c e n t ,  
J a me s '  p a t i e n c e  w i t h  him was a l r e a d y  wor n  t h i n  b e c a u s e  he had 
b e e n  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  p l o t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  k i n g  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
b e f o r e ,  so when t h e  S p a n i s h  A m b a s s a d o r ,  t h e  Co u n t  o f  Go n d o ma r , 
demanded  R a l e i g h ' s  b l o o d ,  J ame s  s p i l l e d  i t .
By 1 6 2 1 ,  t h e  r i f t  b e t we e n  t h e  k i n g  and P a r l i a m e n t  was 
w i d e r  t h a n  i t  had  e v e r  be e n  b e f o r e ,  and t h e  Commons , made up 
p r i m a r i 1y o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  P u r i  t a n s  , n a t u r a l l y  we r e  b e g i n n i n g  
t o  b a l k  a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  a l i m i t l e s s  r o y a l  power  o v e r  t h e i r  
money .  They h a t e d  t h e  l a v i s h ,  " d e c a d e n t "  l i f e s t y l e  o f  J ames  
and h i s  c o u r t i e r s .  J a m e s , e x t r a v a g a n t , p r i s s y , s u p e r c i l i o u s ,  
and p a c i f i c ,  i r r i t a t e d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c , b e l l  i c o s e  Commons . In 
a show o f  d e f i a n c e ,  i t  d e n o u n c e d  J a m e s '  l a v i s h  l i f e s t y l e  and 
h i s  i n f a mo u s  g r a n t i n g  o f  m o n o p o l i e s  t o  c o u r t  s y c o p h a n t s .
When J ames  c h a s t i z e d  t hem f o r  m e d d l i n g  i n  c o u r t  a f f a i r s ,  
t h e y  i s s u e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  " G r e a t  P r o t e s t a t i o n , "  wh i c h  a s s e r t e d  
t h e  r i g h t s  and t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e  I n s t i  t u t i  on o f  P a r l i a ­
me n t .  They c l a i m e d ,  " Th e  a r d u o u s  and u r g e n t  a f f a i r s  o f  k i n g ,
s t a t e  and  d e f e n s e  . . . a r e  p r o p e r  s u b j e c t s  a nd  m a t t e r  o f
18c o u n c i l  and d e b a t e  i n  P a r i i a m e n t , "  F u r i o u s , J ame s  r i p p e d  
t h e  page  c o n t a i n i n g  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  f r o m t h e  j o u r n a l  o f  t h e
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P a r l i a m e n t  ( F e b .  8 ,  1 6 2 2 ) ,  o r d e r e d  t h e  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  f o u r  
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e r s ,  and d e f i a n t l y  s e n t  C h a r l e s  and 
Bu c k i ngha m t o  S p a i n  t o  s e e  t h e  I n f a n t a  and c o n c l u d e  t h e  
ma t c h .  The wh o l e  n a t i o n  was  a l a r m e d .  M i n i s t e r s  r e a c t e d  so 
v i o l e n t l y  f r om t h e i r  p u l p i t s  t h a t  J ames  was f o r c e d  t o  o r d e r  
t h e  c l e r g y  n o t  t o  d e n i g r a t e  t h e  m a r r i a g e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h e s .
The we d d i n g  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  In t h e  p r e m a r i t a l  
n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  P h i l i p  r e f u s e d  t o  g r a n t  e v e n  s ma l l  c o n c e s s i o n s  
t o  E n g l a n d ,  b u t  made e x c e s s i v e  demands  upon J ames  and C h a r l e s .  
J ame s  f i n a l l y  o r d e r e d  t h e  P r i n c e  and  t h e  Duke home,  and 
En g l a n d  r e j o i c e d  as  h y s t e r i c a l l y  a s  i t  had when t h e  r o y a l  navy  
had d e f e a t e d  t h e  Ar ma da .  To t h e  B r i t i s h  who had be e n  b r e d  
upon h a t r e d  f o r  C a t h o l i c  S p a i n  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  t h o u g h t  
o f  a S p a n i a r d  b e c o mi n g  t h e i r  q u e e n  was a n a t h e ma .
I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  t h a t
a n t i - S p a n i s h  p r o p a g a n d a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a t i r e ,  was r e l i s h e d  by
t h e  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e .  Thomas M i d d l e t o n ' s  p l a y ,  A Game o f  C h e s s ,
wh i c h  s a t i r i z e d  t h e  S p a n i s h  m a r r i a g e  n e g o t i a t i o n s
c a r i c a t u r e d  many i m p o r t a n t  S p a n i a r d s  r e s i d i n g  i n  E n g l a n d ,
was an e n o r mo u s  p o p u l a r  s u c c e s s .  A u d i e n c e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y
d e l i g h t e d  i n  t h e  c a r i c a t u r e  o f  t h e  Co u n t  o f  Gondoma r ,  t h e
same a m b a s s a d o r  who had i m p o r t u n e d  J ames  t o  e x e c u t e  S i r
W a l t e r  R a l e i g h .  Not  a mu s e d ,  t h e  Co u n t  p e r s u a d e d  J ames  t o
19o r d e r  t h e  a r r e s t  o f  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t .
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Me a n wh i l e ,  Bu c k i n g h a m,  e m b a r r a s s e d  o v e r  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  c o n c e s s i o n s  f r om P h i 1 i p  , s e c u r e d  a m a r i t a l  a l l i a n c e  
w i t h  F r a n c e  and n e g o i a t e d  a new m a r r i a g e  b e t we e n  C h a r l e s  and 
t h e  y o u n g e s t  d a u g h t e r  o f  Henr y  V, H e n r i e t t a  M a r i a ,  a n o t h e r  
C a t h o l i c .  Then he m a l i g n e d  S p a i n  t o  t h e  now a g i n g  and 
f a i l i n g  J ame s  and p e r s u a d e d  him t o  d e c l a r e  wa r .  P a r l i a m e n t  
r e a s s e m b l e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1624 and v o t e d  t o  c o n s c r i p t  men 
and money f o r  t h e  f i g h t .  But  wha t  t h e y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  was n o t  
e n o u g h ,  and  J a me s '  s u b j e c t s  b l a me d  hi m f o r  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s .
J ames  d i e d  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  by and 
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  mos t  o f  h i s  s u b j e c t s .  He had h i g h  i d e a l s  
f o r  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  h i s  p o mp o s i t y  and h i s  p o o r l y - c h o s e n  
f a v o r i t e s  h e l p e d  t o  d e s t r o y ,  n o t  o n l y  h i m,  b u t  h i s  Chur c h  
and h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m o f  g o v e r n me n t  a s  w e l l .  By t h e  t i me  
o f  h i s  d e a t h ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  pen had been  p u t  t o  r e s t ,  and i n  
162 7 ,  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  d i e d .  The R e f o r m a t i o n  d i d  n o t  p a u s e  




A l t h o u g h  many s c h o l a r s  c i t e  1570 as  t h e  d a t e  o f  
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I t  i s  u n c e r t a i n  i f  M i d d l e t o n  was a c t u a l l y  
a r r e s t e d  o r  s p e n t  any t i me  i n  j a i l  f o r  h i s  o f f e n s e .
T r a d i t i o n  has  i t  t h a t  he w r o t e  a poem t o  t h e  k i n g  wh i c h  
s e c u r e d  h i s  r e l e a s e .  See  R i c h a r d  Hi n d r y  B a r k e r ,  Thomas 
Mi d d l e t o n  ( W e s t p o r t ,  Co n n . :  Gr eenwood P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  p . 23.
CHAPTER TWO
HYPOCRITES AND HERETICS:
M i d d l e t o n ' s  Comi c T r e a t m e n t  o f  
C a l v i n i s t s  and  A n a b a p t i s t s
The p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  
i s s u e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  a s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and 
s o c i a l  a s  t o  t h e  mor a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  f a c e t s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  
t e m p e r ;  t h e y  p l a y e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  En g l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Du r i n g  
t h i s  t i m e  t h e  n a t i o n  had  s e e n  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s  s p r i n g  up 
l i k e  y e l l o w t o p  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y  f e c u n d  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  
R e f o r m a t i o n ,  and  a m y r i a d  o f  new,  u n t r i e d  i d e a l s  b l o s s o me d  
f r om e v e n  t h e  r o o t s  o f  t h e s e  mo v e me n t s .  U n l i k e  t h e i r  
f o r e b e a r s  who we r e  e x p o s e d  t o  o n l y  t h e  one  m e t a p h y s i c a l  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f f e r e d  by t h e  m e d i e v a l  C h u r c h ,  t h e  E l i z a ­
b e t h a n s  c o n f r o n t e d  a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  c h o i c e s ,  and t h e s e  
c h o i c e s  s e r v e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  e n l i g h t e n  and e d u c a t e ,  b u t  
a l s o  t o  p r o v o k e  d i s s e n s i o n  o v e r  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  r e l i g i o u s ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and  s o c i a l  i s s u e s .
Thomas  M i d d l e t o n ,  l i k e  many l i t e r a r y  men o f  t h e  
a g e ,  f o u n d  a r i c h  s o u r c e  o f  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  
and c o n f l i c t s ,  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  and  e x t e r n a l ,  w i t h i n  t h i s  
v a r i e t y  o f  t h o u g h t .  Whi l e  C a t h o l i c s ,  A n g l i c a n s ,  and
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S e c t a r i e s  h o t l y  d e b a t e d  s p i r i t u a l  " r e a l i t i e s "  f r om p u l p i t  
and p r e s s  and g a l l a n t s  e nme s he d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  com­
p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  and P e t r a r c h a n  c o d e s ,  w r i t e r s  
we r e  p r o b i n g  i n t o  t h e  l a b y r i n t h  o f  human r e s p o n s e s  t o  
s p i r i t u a l  i s s u e s  and  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e r e .  In h i s  c o m e d i e s ,  M i d d l e ­
t o n  o f t e n  h e l d  up t o  r i d i c u l e  t h e  f o i b l e s  o f  h y p o c r i t e s  
and  h e r e t i c s  who u s e d  r e l i g i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  u n a c c e p t a b l e  
b e h a v i o r .  In t h e  t r a g e d i e s ,  he  showed how t h o s e  who 
r e j e c t  " t r u e "  r e l i g i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  f a l s e  gods  a r e  damned 
f o r  t h e i r  h e r e s i e s .
The o n l y  s on  o f  a p r o s p e r o u s  b r i c k l a y e r ,  M i d d l e t o n  
was  b a p t i z e d  i n  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Ch u r c h  i n  1580 .  He a t t e n d e d  
Ox f o r d  a s  a y o u n g  man ,  and a t  t h e  age  o f  s e v e n t e e n ,  
l a u n c h e d  h i s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  w i t h  a s e r i e s  o f  p i o u s  and 
mo r a l  p a m p h l e t s ,  t r a c t s ,  a nd  poe ms .  The f i r s t ,  a r e l i ­
g i o u s  t r a c t  e n t i t l e d  The Wisdom o f  Sol omon P a r a p h a s e d ,* 
was  f o l l o w e d  by Mi c r o c y n i  con and Si  x S n a r l i  ng S a t i  r e s  
i n  1 5 9 9 .  Hi s  f i r s t  p l a y s ,  C a e s a r 1s F a l l , now l o s t ,  and 
The  F a mi l y  o f  Love  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  i n  1602 .  He r e t u r n e d  
t o  r e l i g i o u s  and mo r a l  t r a c t s  i n  1604 w i t h  F a t h e r  
H u b b a r d 1s T a l e s , o r  The  An t  and The N i g h t i n g a l e  and  The 
B l a c k  B o o k . Al l  o f  t h e s e  mo r a l  wor ks  r e f l e c t  o r t h o d o x  
Ch ur c h  p h i l o s o p h y  a nd  d o c t r i n e s  c u r r e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e
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E l i z a b e t h a n  a g e .
Some t i me  p r i o r  t o  1 604 ,  Mi d d l e t o n  m a r r i e d  Mary 
Ma r b e c k ,  a woman whos e  f a m i l y  l e a n e d  d e c i d e d l y  t o wa r d  
C a l v i n i s m .  Her  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  J o h n  Ma r b e c k ,  a 
w e l l - k n o w n  o r g a n i s t  a t  S t .  Ge o r g e  C h a p e l ,  was so v o c a l  
i n  h i s  p r o t e s t a n t  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  i n  1 5 4 4 ,  d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  
o f  Mary T u d o r ,  he was t r i e d  f o r  h e r e t i c a l  v i e ws  and 
s e n t e n c e d  t o  t h e  s t a k e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  h i s  m u s i c a l  t a l e n t s  
won him a p a r d o n  f r om t h e  C a t h o l i c  q u e e n  and t h u s  s a v e d  
him f r om a m a r t y r ' s  d e a t h .
M i d d l e t o n  h i m s e l f  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  r e l a t i v e l y  o r t h o d o x  
r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h y  l o n g  i n t o  h i s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r .  As 
a member  o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Chur c h  o f  E n g l a n d ,  he a c c e p t e d  
many C a l v i n i s t  d o c t r i n e s ,  as  d i d  mos t  A n g l i c a n s  d u r i n g  
t h a t  t i m e .  D e s p i t e  Queen E l i z a b e t h ' s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  
g e n u i n e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  and h e r  l o v e  f o r  Ch u r c h  r i t u a l ,  i n  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  good p o l i t i c s  and n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  s he  
a l l o w e d  t h e  Re f or m movement  t o  grow and f l o u r i s h  a s  much 
a s  h e r  d i s t a s t e  f o r  a d e m o c r a t i c  and u n a d o r n e d  r e l i g i o n  
wou l d  a l l o w .  Wi t h t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  R e v i s e d  P r a y e r  
Book and t h e  Ac t  o f  U n i f o r m i t y  o f  155 9 ,  t h e  Ch u r c h  had 
e mb r a c e d  c e r t a i n  C a l v i n i s t i c  t h e o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
b u t  i t  had s t o p p e d  s h o r t  o f  t o t a l  r e f o r m  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  Ge ne va n  mo d e l .  At  E l i z a b e t h ' s  i n s i s t e n c e ,  P a r l i a m e n t
45
and  mo s t  Ch u r c h  o f f i c i a l s  a g r e e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  e p i s c o ­
p a l i a n  g o v e r n i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  some w a t e r e d - d o w n  r i t u a l s  
and c e r e m o n i e s  wh i c h  had be e n  u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  m a s s ,  and  t h e  r e q u i r i n g  o f  c l e r g y  t o  we a r  
o f f i c i a l  v e s t m e n t s ,  e ve n  when t h e y  we r e  n o t  p e r f o r m i n g  
c l e r i c a l  d u t i e s .  Many Ch u r c h  member s  and o f f i c i a l s  
d e n o u n c e d  t h e s e  " r e l i c s  o f  p o p e r y "  and e i t h e r  r e f u s e d  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  wh a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  mor e  g r i e v o u s  
o f f e n c e s ,  o r  t h e y  accepted the c o n d i t i o n s  b u t  l o b b i e d  f o r  
t h e i r  e v e n t u a l  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e .  T h i s  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  a f l e d g l i n g  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l
1564 t h a t  t h e  t e r m " P u r i t a n "  was f i r s t  a p p l i e d  t o  t h i s
2
d i s s e n t i n g  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  o r t h o d o x  C h u r c h .  The p a r t y  
was  o r i g i n a l l y  made up o f  member s  who u r g e d  t h e  Ch u r c h  
t o  d i v e s t  i t s e l f  o f  a l l  " p o p i s h  r e m n a n t s  b o t h  i n  c e r e m o n i e s  
and  r e g i m e n t , "  b u t  i t  g a i n e d  r a p i d  momentum when i t  be ga n  
t o  c a l l  f o r  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  an i d e a l  t o
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w h i c h ,  t o  h e r  d i s c r e d i t ,  E l i z a b e t h  d i d  n o t  a s p i r e .
D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  mos t  
i m p o r t a n t  c h u r c h me n  and l e a d i n g  s t a t e s m e n  p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  
t h e  Ch u r c h  a d o p t  mo s t  o f  t h e  r e f o r m s  t h e  P u r i t a n s  u r g e d , ^  
t h e  i s s u e s  be came  t a i n t e d  w i t h  p o l i t i c s .  In o r d e r  t o  
ke e p  t h e  p e a c e  w i t h  E l i z a b e t h ,  mo s t  Ch u r c h  o f f i c i a l s  
s i d e d  w i t h  h e r ,  e v e n  b e g i n n i n g  a c a mp a i g n  o f  a c t i v e
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r e p r e s s  i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  
c a u s e d  m o d e r a t e  p o p u l a r  o p i n i o n  t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  P u r i t a n s  
i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  b e h i n d  t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  s a n e  and p r a c t i c a l  P u r i t a n  p l a t f o r m  made t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n  Hi g h ,  o r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  A n g l i c a n s  and 
P u r i t a n  A n g l i c a n s  seem much g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  
w e r e .  In r e a l i t y ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  b a s i c  
r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g y ,  and mos t  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n  was 
c o n t e n t  t o  r e ma i n  i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  some h o l d i n g  h i g h  o f f i c e s  
t h e r e ,  e v e n  as  t h e y  l o b b i e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  r e f o r m .
But  t h e  r i f t  g r ew d e e p e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as  t h e  
P u r i t a n s  became  mor e  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  s u p e r f i c i a l  d i f ­
f e r e n c e s .  S i n c e  P u r i t a n s  we r e  o u t  o f  f a v o r ,  t h o s e  who 
r e ma i n e d  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e i r  c a u s e  n a t u r a l l y  s p e n t  a 
g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  d e v o t e d  t o  i t ,  be c omi ng  
more c o n s c i e n t i o u s  a b o u t  l i v i n g  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n ,  t u r n i n g  
t o  s p i r i t u a l  s o l a c e  mor e  f r e q u e n t l y  and p l a c i n g  more  
e mp h a s i s  upon t h e  g o d l y  t h a n  t h e  w o r l d l y .  I n t e n s e l y  
p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  mor a l  i s s u e s ,  t h e y  became more s o b e r ,  
d e v o u t ,  and more  l i k e  t h e  J e a n  C a l v i n  who had b e q u e a t h e d  
t hem t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  l e g a c y .
A s ma l l  number  o f  t h e m,  p e r h a p s  no more  t h a n  a 
t h o u s a n d  a t  any one  t i m e ,  s t i l l  a g r e e i n g  w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n  
A n g l i c a n s  i n a l m o s t  a l l  m a t t e r s ,  b u t  r i g h t l y  b e l i e v i n g
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t h a t  E l i z a b e t h ' s  Ch u r c h  woul d  n e v e r  be f r e e d  f r om p o p i s h
i n f l u e n c e s ,  s i m p l y  d i v o r c e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r om t h e  o f f i c i a l
Chur c h  a l t o g e t h e r  and s e t  up s e p a r a t e  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f
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t h e i r  own w i t h  a p r e s b y t e r i a n  f o r m o f  g o v e r n i n g  body .
T h e i r  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  d i f f e r e d  i n  f o r m more t h a n  c o n t e n t .  
Not  b e i n g  a p a r t  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u b s i d i z e d  C h u r c h ,  
mos t  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  we r e  h e l d  i n  p r i v a t e  homes ,  and 
t h e i r  c l e r g y  we r e  u n s a l a r i e d ,  s u b s i s t i n g  upon i r r e g u l a r  
o f f e r i n g s  f r om t h e  o f t e n t i m e s  p o o r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  c o s t l y  v e s t m e n t s ,  s t a i n e d -  
g l a s s  wi n d o ws ,  a l t a r  c l o t h s ,  c a n d e l a b r a  and o r g a n s  d i d  
n o t  b o t h e r  t h e m;  t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  s u c h  t r a p p i n g s  i d o l a t r o u s  
and we r e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  p l a i n  p s a l m - s i n g i n g  and 
B i b l e  s t u d y .
A l t h o u g h  mo s t  wer e  u p r i g h t  c i t i z e n s ,  l o y a l  t o  t h e  
cr own on a l m o s t  a l l  i s s u e s ,  t h e s e  S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n s  
we r e  r e g a r d e d  w i t h  g r e a t  a n t i p a t h y  and f e a r  by a l l  o f  
t h e  o r t h o d o x  C h u r c h ,  e ve n  i t s  P u r i t a n  me mb e r s ,  who 
c o n s i d e r e d  t hem an e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t o  t h e i r  c a u s e  and a 
t h r e a t  t o  i t  and t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n d e e d ,  t h e y  wer e  
l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  w i d e n i n g  t h e  b r e a c h  b e t we e n  t h e  
Hi gh Angl  i c a n s  and t h e  P u r i t a n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l i e n a t e d  
t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and e v e n t u a l l y  h e l p e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
m o d e r a t e  P u r i t a n  c a u s e .  T h e i r  p r e s b y t e r i a n  i d e a s  r a n k l e d
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t h e  c r own and Ch u r c h  o f f i c i a l s ,  and when t h e  Ma r t i n  Mar -  
p r e l a t e  p a m p h l e t s  l i b e l i n g  Chur c h  o f f i c i a l s  s p r a n g  up ,  
t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  g o v e r n m e n t  e x p l o d e d  upon t he m.
F a c e d  w i t h  i n t e n s e  p e r s e c u t i o n  f r om C h u r c h ,  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
and p o p u l a c e ,  many we n t  u n d e r g r o u n d  and f r a g m e n t e d  i n t o  
s m a l l e r ,  mor e  r a d i c a l  s e c t s .  One o f  t h e  mo s t  l e f t - w i n g  
o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  was  t h e  B r o w n i s t s ,  o r  B a r r o w i s t s .
Thomas  M i d d l e t o n ' s  s t e p f a t h e r ,  H a r v e y ,  whom M i d d e l t o n  
d e s p i s e d ,  was a member  o f  t h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  and  no d o u b t  
t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  become f a m i l i a r  w i t h  some S e p a r a t i s t  
p r a c t i c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  b r i e f  t i m e  Ha r v e y  was a s s o c i a t e d
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w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  mo s t  o f  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t s  
we r e  h o u n d e d  o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  some s a i l e d  t o  Ame r i c a  
t o  become o u r  p i l g r i m  f a t h e r s  and m o t h e r s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  
had b e e n  s ma l l  i n  n u mb e r ,  t h e  a r d o r  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
z e a l  was  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  f u r t h e r  p o l a r i z i n g  t h e  o p p o s i n g  
A n g l i c a n  p a r t i e s  and i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  d i s t r u s t  o f  P u r i t a n s  
i n  g e n e r a l  .
A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  c o n f l i c t  wh i c h  f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  
P u r i t a n s  and Hi gh A n g l i c a n s  and v i t i a t e d  t h e  P u r i t a n s '  
p u b l i c  i ma ge  was t h e  i s s u e  o f  c h a r i t y  and  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  
The m e d i e v a l  Ch u r c h  had mor e  o r  l e s s  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  t h e  
p o o r  t h r o u g h  a l ms  h o u s e s  , c o n v e n t s , and m o n a s t e r i e s ,  and 
a f t e r  t h e s e  C a t h o l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  had b e e n  d i s s o l v e d ,
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t h e  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h ' s  p o l i c y  had c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e s e  
l i n e s ,  w i t h  a c c o mmo d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p o o r  t h r o u g h  a l m s h o u s e s  
o f  i t s  own and o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f  p a r i s h  
c h u r c h e s .  C i t i z e n s  a l s o  we r e  e n c o u r g e d  t o  g i v e  a i d  t o  
t h e  p o o r ,  and e a r l y  z e a l o u s  C a l v i n i s t s  we r e  among t h e  
f i r s t  t o  p r e a c h  c h a r i t y  t o  t h e  n e e d y .  Howe ve r ,  two t h i n g s  
a b r o g a t e d  t h e  i mage  o f  t h e  g e n e r o u s  P u r i t a n .  F i r s t ,  t h e  
E l i z a b e t h a n  e c o n o mi c  c l i m a t e  be ga n  t o  c h a n g e ,  f a v o r i n g  
t r a d e  and c r a f t s m a n s h i p ,  and t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  
bega n  t o  s h i f t  f r om t h e  p o c k e t s  o f  t h e  l a n d e d  g e n t r y  t o  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s ,  t h e  s t r o n g h o l d  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  
e l e m e n t .  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  m i d d l e - c l a s s  
P u r i t a n s  became c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  was a r e l i g i o u s  d u t y  
t o  commi t  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  wor k e t h i c .  T h e i r  c o n c e n t r a ­
t i o n s  c e n t e r e d  on l i t t l e  o t h e r  t h a n  work and s p i r i t u a l  
c o n c e r n s ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  t h r i f t y  as  we l l  as  
i n d u s t r i o u s ,  s p u r n i n g  s u mp t u o u s  c l o t h i n g  and b a u b l e s ,  
t h e y  s oon  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  w e a l t h y .  When t h e y  l o o k e d  
a t  t h e  p o o r ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  s e e ,  n o t  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  n e e d y ,  
b u t  a l a r g e  number  o f  i d l e  p e o p l e  n o t  o b e y i n g  Go d ' s  
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  wor k d i l i g e n t l y  a t  a g i v e n  c a l l i n g .  
A l t h o u g h  P u r i t a n s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  g e n e r o s i t y  
t o wa r d  t h o s e  who t h e y  b e l i e v e d  r e a l l y  n e e d e d  and d e s e r v e d  
c h a r i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e y  p r o f e s s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  o f
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t h e  same r e l i g i o u s  b e n t ,  t h e y  became  d o w n r i g h t  s t i n g y  
when i t  came t o  a l ms  f o r  a b l e - b o d i e d  men s i m p l y  o u t  o f  
wor k .  Thos e  who d i d  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  g e n t r y  who we r e  b r e d  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  
s o c i a l  and e c o n o mi c  o u t l o o k ,  r e g a r d e d  t h e  t h r i f t y  and 
p r o p e r o u s  P u r i t a n  w i t h  c o n t e m p t .  An g e r e d  a l s o  by t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  o l d  and  r e s p e c t e d  f a m i l i e s  we r e  be c omi ng  
i m p o v e r i s h e d  w h i l e  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  g r ew w e a l t h y ,  t h e y  bega n  
t o  a s s u me  t h a t  P u r i t a n s  we r e  a n i g g a r d l y  l o t  who h o a r d e d  
t h e i r  w e a l t h  and  g u a r d e d  i t  j e a l o u s l y .
In t i m e ,  t h o s e  u n f a m i l i a r  w i t h  Ch u r c h  p o l i t i c s  
and t h o s e  who d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  P u r i t a n  m e n t a l i t y  
be ga n  t o  c o n f u s e  t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  P u r i t a n s  and t o  
a s s i g n  c e r t a i n  s u p e r f i c i a l  t r a i t s  t o  a l l  t h o s e  who d i s ­
p l a y e d  any  P u r i t a n  t e n d e n c i e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
o r  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d .  Soon t h e  w i d e r  
t e r m o f  " P u r i t a n "  be came  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  t h o s e  who 
a t t e m p t e d  a mor e  s o b e r ,  d e v o u t  l i f e s t y l e ,  who t e n d e d  t o  
s hun  f r i v o l i t y  and s e c u l a r  a mu s e me n t s  i n  f a v o r  o f  i n d u s ­
t r y  o r  d e v o t i o n ,  a nd  who d r e s s e d  more  s e v e r e l y  t h a n  t h e  
a v e r a g e  c i t i z e n .  And more m a l i c i o u s  p e o p l e ,  t h o s e  who 
s h a r e d  an i n t e n s e  d i s l i k e  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  p a r t y ,  w h e t h e r  
S e p a r a t i s t  o r  o r t h o d o x ,  and t h o s e  who c y n i c a l l y  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  a p i o u s  e x t e r i o r  s i m p l y  ma s ke d  g r e e d  o r  l u s t ,
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a s s o c i a t e d  P u r i t a n i s m  w i t h  h y p o c r i s y .  By t h e  end o f  
t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  “P u r i t a n "  and " h y p o c r i t e "  we r e  
s ynonymous  t o  much o f  t h e  London c i t i z e n r y .  In t h e  
c o u r s e  of  h a l f  a c e n t u r y ,  wh a t  had be gun  a s  an e c c l e s i ­
a s t i c a l  i d e a l  had become a m a t t e r  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  
a p p e a r a n c e s ,  and c a r i c a t u r e .
Y e t ,  t h e  P u r i t a n s  s t i l l  we r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a v i a b l e  and 
i m p o r t a n t  f o r c e  i n  E l i z a b e t h a n  and J a c o b e a n  s o c i e t y .  
P a t r i o t i c ,  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  and g e n e r a l l y  o r t h o d o x  i n  t h e i r  
b a s i c  b e l i e f s ,  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e d  much t o  t h e  d a i l y  l i v e s  
a nd  c o m f o r t s  o f  e v e r y  London c i t i z e n .  Had r e l i g i o n  i n  
s i x t e e n t h  and e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  En g l a n d  be e n  
c o n f i n e d  m e r e l y  t o  Hi gh A n g l i c a n s ,  P u r i t a n  A n g l i c a n s ,  
and S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n s ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  wou l d  
h a v e  b e e n ,  on t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  l e a s t ,  f a r  l e s s  o f  a p r o b l e m 
t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  As t h i n g s  s t o o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  o t h e r  
e l e m e n t s  s e r v e d  t o  f r a g m e n t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  even  mo r e ,  
c l o u d  t h e  more  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  and a l a r m  
t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  C h u r c h .
Whi l e  P u r t a n i s m  e v e n t u a l l y  became t h e  mo s t  d a n g e r o u s  
enemy t o  t h e  c r o wn ,  a n o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  p a r t y ,  d i s t i n c t l y  
d i f f e r e n t  f r om P u r i t a n i s m ,  s ee me d  f a r  mor e  t h r e a t e n i n g  
t o  t h e  o r t h o d o x  v i e w and t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  way o f  l i f e  d u r i n g  
t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  p e r i o d .  T h i s  p a r t y ,  l o o s e l y  known as
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A n a b a p t i s t ,  had a n c i e n t  r o o t s ,  b u t  i t  g a i n e d  s t r e n g t h  
on t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  Ref or m and Hu ma n i s t  mo ve me n t s .  
A l t h o u g h  i t s  p r i n c i p l e s  wer e  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  a l m o s t  
a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  C a l v i n i s t  d o c t r i n e  i n  i d e o l o g y ,  i t s  
a d h e r e n t s  we r e  s o me t i me s  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n s  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l s o  p r a c t i c e d  a s t r i c t ,  s i m p l e  m o r a l i t y ,  
d r e s s e d  s o b e r l y ,  a nd  a d o p t e d  a t y p e  o f  B i b l i c a l  j a r g o n  
t h a t  became a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d e v o u t  " P u r i t a n s "  o f  a l l  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s .
But  t h e  A n a b a p t i s t  movement  was n o t  an o f f s h o o t  
o f  P u r i t a n i s m .  T h e i r  r o o t s  can be f o u n d  d e e p  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  m y s t i c i s m  o f  t h e  Be g h a r d s  
and B e g i n e s .  L a t e r  l e a d e r s  came f r om m y s t i c a l  o f f s h o o t s  
o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Ch ur c h  as  w e l l .  And a l t h o u g h  some 
A n a b a p t i s t s  a t  one  p o i n t  had a s s o c i a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  
Z w i n g l i ,  t h e y  so c o m p l e t e l y  b r o k e  w i t h  h i s  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was l i t t l e  l e f t  o f  t h e  Z w i n g l i a n  p h i l o s o p h y  by 
t h e  t i m e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  be ga n  s u r f a c i n g  i n  En g l a n d  d u r i n g  
t h e  m i d - s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
As n o t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  One,  t h e s e  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  b r o k e n  
up i n t o  s e v e r a l  d i v e r s e  s e c t s ,  we r e  d e s p i s e d  and p e r s e ­
c u t e d  by P u r i t a n s  and  Hi gh A n g l i c a n s  a l i k e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  
v i e ws  we r e  so u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  and b e c a u s e  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  
t o wa r d  g o v e r n me n t  and c i v i c  w e l f a r e  we r e  a n t i t h e t i c a l
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t o  t h e  v e r y  b a s i s  o f  a l l  Eu r o p e a n  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  
And,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  Mu n s t e r  r e b e l l i o n ^  
l i n g e r e d  i n  t h e  mi nds  o f  a l l  g o v e r n m e n t  a nd  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
l e a d e r s .  Wh i l e  mo s t  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  d e v o u t  and b e n i g n ,  
wa n t e d  o n l y  t o  w o r s h i p  t h e i r  own way i n  p e a c e  and f r e e d o m ,  
a v e r y  s ma l l  numbe r  a s s u me d  i d e a l s  and  p r a c t i c e s  wh i c h  
we r e  o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  mor a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  t h e  t i m e s .  Some s e c t s  d e n i e d  t h e  d i v i n i t y  o f  C h r i s t ,  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a p h y s i c a l  h e a v e n  o r  h e l l ,  and t h e  l i t e r a l  
t r u t h  o f  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  O t h e r s  b e l i e v e d  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  
t h e  B i b l e  a b s o l u t e l y  l i t e r a l l y  and t r i e d  t o  l i v e  e x a c t l y  
a s  t h e  e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n s  had and as  C h r i s t  had t a u g h t .  
A l t h o u g h  many i d e a l s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t s  v a r i e d  w i d e l y ,  
a l l  A n a b a p t i s t s  s h a r e d  a common b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  
d i s a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r om g o v e r n me n t  a nd  s o c i e t y  and 
l i v e  and  w o r s h i p  o n l y  as  t h e  S p i r i t  and t h e i r  own 
i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i e n c e s  i m p e l l e d  t he m.
One A n a b a p t i s t  o f f s h o o t ,  f a r  r e move d  f r om t h e  m a i n ­
s p r i n g  o f  t h e  Re f o r m mo v e me n t ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  o d i o u s  
t o  t h e  o r t h o d o x  E n g l i s h  C h r i s t i a n ,  was  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  
" F a mi l y  o f  L o v e , "  o r  "House  o f  L o v e , "  wh i c h  f l o u r i s h e d  
among t h e  i g n o r a n t  and p o o r  d u r i n g  E l i z a b e t h ' s  r e i g n .
One o f  t h e  mo s t  m y s t i c a l  o f  t h e  A n a b a p t i s t  s e c t s ,  i t  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Da v i d  Gorg o f  D e l f t  and Ba s e l  and
f o u n d  a c o n g e n i a l  home i n  En g l a n d  when G o r g ' s  d i s c i p l e ,
H. N i c h a l e s ,  v i s i t e d  t h e r e  i n  1552 o r  1553 .  N i c h a l e s  
o r g a n i z e d  and c l a r i f i e d  G o r g ' s  b a s i c  i d e a s  and s p r e a d  
t hem t h r o u g h o u t  Eu r o p e  and i n t o  E n g l a n d .  At  l e a s t  
f i f t e e n  o f  h i s  wor ks  we r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h ,  and 
s oon  a f t e r ,  an a l a r m i n g  number  o f  c o n v e r t s  be ga n  t o  
s we l l  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  They g r e w,  u n d a u n t e d  and 
u n c h e c k e d ,  d e s p i t e  r o y a l  p r o c l a m a t i o n s ,  c i v i l  p e r s e c u t i o n  
and  e v e n  an o f f i c i a l  P a r i i a m e n t a r y  a t t e m p t  t o  s u p p r e s s  
t he r n . ®
N i c h a l e s 1 w r i t i n g s  a r e  s o  v a g u e  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i ­
c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  b u t  
a p p a r e n t l y  h i s  E n g l i s h  f o l l o w e r s  a d o p t e d  some o u t ­
r a g e o u s  i d e a s  and p r a c t i c e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  an a c c o u n t  
i n  1575 by one S t r y p e ,  t h e y
d e n i e d  C h r i s t ,  t h e  T r i n i t y ,  and t h e  L o r d ' s
P r a y e r  . . . t h e y  we r e  l i b e r t i n e s ,  and l a i d  
w i t h  one  a n o t h e r  s w i v e s  . . . t h e y  a c c o u n t e d  
whor e dom,  m u r d e r ,  p o i s o n i n g ,  e t c . ,  t o  be no 
s i n  . . . t h e y  d e n i e d  t h e  r e s s u r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
f l e s h  and t h e  i m m o r t a l i t y  o f  t h e  s o u l .  . . . 9
A l t h o u g h  n o t h i n g  i n  N i c h a l e s '  w r i t i n g s  v e r i f i e s  
t h e s e  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  one A n g l i c a n  m i n i s t e r ,  An t h o n y  R a n d a l l  
who was c a u g h t  and t r i e d  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  F a m i l i s t  s e r v i c e s ,  
a p p a r e n t l y  a d m i t t e d  t o  h e r e s i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o d i o u s  t o  
o r t h o d o x  b e l i e f s . ^  A l s o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  many a c c o u n t s ,
t h e s e  s e c t a r i e s  c a r r i e d  t h e  i d e a l  o f  d i v i n e  l o v e  t o  
p e r v e r t e d  e x t r e m e s ,  e n g a g i n g  i n  s e x u a l  o r g i e s  t o  " e d i f y "  
t h e i r  " s p i r i t  o f  l o v e . "  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  e l d e r s ,  we r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a n t i n o m i a n i s m ,  w i t h  
b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  God i n c a r n a t e  d w e l t  w i t h i n  t hem and g a v e  
t hem a h o l i n e s s  wh i c h  r e n d e r e d  t hem s i n l e s s  i n  b o t h  
t h o u g h t  and  deed.*' *'  Mo r e o v e r ,  s i n c e  t h e y  c l a i m e d  
s p i r i t u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  o v e r  a l l  n o n - F a m i 1 i s t s , t h e y  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  i t  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  l i e  and d i s s e m b l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  p e r s e c u t i o n  and r i d i c u l e .
The F a m i l i s t s  we r e  s t i l l  a c t i v e  d u r i n g  J a me s '  
r e i g n ;  i n  1606 t h e y  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  k i n g  f o r  t o l e r a t i o n ,  
b u t  t h e  a p p e a l  was s u mm a r i l y  r e j e c t e d .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  a f t e r  
a c e n t u r y  o r  mor e  o f  g e n e r a l  p e r s e c u t i o n  by g o v e r n m e n t ,  
c l e r g y ,  and p o p u l a c e ,  t h e y  m o d i f i e d  t h e i r  d o c t r i n e s  and 
me r ge d  i n t o  t h e  l a t e r  Qu a k e r  move me nt .  Be c a u s e  t h e  
P u r i t a n s  had made t h e  e r r o r  o f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t t a c k i n g  
s t a g e  p l a y s  f o r  t h e i r  i m m o r a l i t y ;  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  p i o u s  
a t t i t u d e s ,  p l a i n  c l o t h i n g ,  and a l i e n  j a r g o n  we r e  so 
e a s i l y  c a r i c a t u r e d ;  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  we r e  so many r e f o r m  
s e c t s  e s p o u s i n g  u n o r t h o d o x  and u n p o p u l a r  d o c t r i n e s  and 
p r a c t i c e s ;  and  b e c a u s e  i t  was so a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a c c u s e  
t hem o f  g r e e d ,  h y p o c r i s t y ,  and l i c e n t i o u s n e s s ,  t h e  f a r  
l e f t  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Re f or m movement  became a p a r t i c u ­
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l a r l y  f a v o r i t e  t a r g e t  f o r  p l a y w r i g h t s .  The i mage  t h e y  
c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  p i o u s  b r e t h r e n  s t i l l  l i v e s  t o d a y ,  and 
even  t h o s e  mo d e r n s  who ha ve  n e v e r  s e e n  o r  r e a d  a J a c o b e a n  
p l a y  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  d o u r  " P u r i t a n , "  l o n g  o f  f a c e  
and o f  w i n d ,  b u t  s h o r t  o f  m o r a l i t y  and s i n c e r i t y .
As c r i t i c  Ma r g o t  He i nemann has  i l l u s t r a t e d ,  M i d d l e ­
t o n  was a m i c a b l e  w i t h  t h e  m o d e r a t e  P u r i t a n s  who g o v e r n e d  
London .  He was c o mmi s s i o n e d  t o  w r i t e  s e v e n  Lor d  Ma y o r ' s  
p a g e a n t s  and a number  o f  c i t v  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s .  In 1620 ,
he  became t h e  C i t y  C h r o n o l o g e r ,  s e r v i n g  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n
12u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1627 .  S e v e r a l  P u r i t a n  b u s i n e s s m e n  
e v e n  s e r v e d  as  h i s  p a t r o n s  f r om t i me  t o  t i m e .  U n d o u b t e d l y  
he had been  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  h i s  B r o w n i s t  s t e p ­
f a t h e r  and t o  h i s  w i f e ' s  P u r i t a n  f a m i l y ,  so he mus t  have  
u n d e r s t o o d  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t we e n  
A n g l i c a n  P u r i t a n s ,  S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n s ,  and S e c t a r i e s .
Y e t ,  d u r i n g  mo s t  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r ,  he r a r e l y  b o t h e r e d  
t o  make t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  c l e a r .  He e a s i l y  c o u l d  ha ve  
c a l l e d  t h e  u n o r t h o d o x  P u r i t a n s  I n d e p e n d e n t s ,  B r o w n i s t s ,  
B a r r o w i s t s ,  L e v e l e r s ,  o r  a number  o f  o t h e r  names  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  move me n t ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t .  C l e a r l y ,  
i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  number  o f  s a t i r e s  he w r o t e  a g a i n s t  
t h e m,  he had no c o m p u l s i o n  a g a i n s t  c a l l i n g  P u r i t a n s  
r e l i g i o u s  " d e v i a n t s "  and  e n j o y e d  e x p o s i n g  t h e  h e r e s i e s
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and h y p o c r i s i e s  t h a t  h e ,  and  much o f  Lo n d o n ,  b e l i e v e d  
we r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  u n o r t h o d o x  o p i n i o n s .  He a l s o  
s a t i r i z e d  many o t h e r  c u r r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  mo v e me n t s ,  e x c e p t  
o r t h o d o x  A n g l i c a n i s m ,  p e r h a p s  e v e n  b e g i n n i n g  h i s  p l a y -  
w r i t i n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  an a t t a c k  on t h e  d i s r e p u t a b l e  F a m i l i s t  
s e c t  i n  The Fami 1y o f  Love ( 1 6 0 2 )
THE FAMILY OF LOVE:
A n a b a p t i s t  H e r e t i c s
A l t h o u g h  The F a mi l y  o f  Love a p p a r e n t l y  p r o v e d  p o p ­
u l a r  d u r i n g  i t s  i n i t i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  ( t h e  a u t h o r  s a y s  " i t
1 3p a s s e d  t h e  c e n s u r e  o f  t h e  s t a g e  w i t h  g e n e r a l  a p p l a u s e " ) ,
i t  ha s  n o t  f a r e d  we l l  w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t
s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s .  Ge o r g e  B u c k l e y  c a l l e d  i t  a " p o o r
14p i e c e  o f  h a c k  w o r k , "  and S wi n b u r n e  d e n o u n c e d  i t  a s
" u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  a nd  i n c o m p a r a b l y  t h e  w o r s t  o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s
p l a y s :  v e r y  c o a r s e ,  v e r y  d u l l ,  a l t o g e t h e r  d i s t a s t e f u l
15and i n e f f e c t u a l . "  To t h e  moder n  r e a d e r  t h e  p l a y  may 
seem n a i v e l y  s e x u a l  and s c a t a l o g i c a l  i n  i t s  humor ,  y e t ,  
f o r  s u c h  an e a r l y  e f f o r t  ( M i d d l e t o n  was o n l y  2 2 ) ,  i t  
i s  s u r p r i s i n g l y  w e l l  w r o u g h t .  As R i c h a r d  Le v i n  p o i n t s
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o u t ,  i t  b o a s t s  i n t r i c a t e l y  r e l a t e d  p l o t s  wh i c h  comment
upon and r e i n f o r c e  one a n o t h e r  t o  make a p r o f o u n d  s t a t e -
1 fiment  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  l o v e  and l u s t .
The F a m i l i s t  p l o t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  h e r e s i e s  p e c u l i a r
t o  member s  o f  t h e  F a mi l y  o f  Love s e c t .  D e s p i t e  many
c r i t i c s '  a s s e r t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  p l a y  i s  n o t  a
17s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  P u r i t a n s  i n  g e n e r a l .  L i k e  many o f  h i s  
c o m t e m p o r a r i e s , M i d d l e t o n  may h a v e  c o n f u s e d  s u p e r f i c i a l  
t e n d e n c i e s  b e t we e n  P u r i t a n s  and some A n a b a p t i s t  g r o u p s ,  
b u t  i n  The F a mi l y  o f  Love he a t t a c k e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  member s  o f  t h a t  s e c t .
He d i d  n o t  a s s o c i a t e  t h e  word " P u r i t a n "  w i t h  a ny  o f  t h e  
F a mi l y  me mb e r s ,  n o r  d i d  he a s s i g n  any  P u r i t a n  i d e o l o g i e s  
t o  t he m.
The " h e r o i n e "  o f  t h i s  p l o t  i s  Re b e c c a  P u r g e ,  an 
e l d e r  i n  The F a mi l y  o f  Love who i s  g u i l t y  o f  many o f  
t h e  s p e c t a c u l a r  c r i m e s  o f  wh i c h  E l i z a b e t h a n  London a c c u s e d  
F a m i l i s t s .  She i s  v e r y  " d e v o u t , "  b u t  h e r  r e l i g i o n  i s  
q u i t e  u n o r t h o d o x ;  s h e  and h e r  f e l l o w  F a m i l i s t s  " w o r s h i p "  
a t  o r g i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a y e r  s e r v i c e s .  
M i d d l e t o n  u t i l i z e d  t h e  p o p u l a r  r u mo r s  c o n c e r n i n g  F a m i l i s t s '  
c a r n a l i t y  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  p l a y s .  In A Mad W o r l d , My 
M a s t e r s  ( 1 6 0 4 - 6 ) ,  t h e  s t u p i d  c u c k o l d  Ha r e b r a  i n ,  w i t h  
i g n o r a n t  i r o n y  p r a i s e s  t h e  c o u r t e s a n  F r a n k  Gu l l ma n  f o r
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h e r  c h a s t i t y ,  c a l l i n g  h e r  "a good wh o l e s o me  s i s t e r  o f  
t h e  F a mi l y , "  ( I , i i , 7 3 - 4 )  and K n a v e s - b e e  i n  A n y t h i n g  f o r  
1  Q u i e t  L i f e  ( 1 6 2 1 ) ,  i s  s o  a n x i o u s  t o  c u r r y  f a v o r  w i t h  
Lo r d  B e a u f o r t  t h a t  he t r i e s  t o  p e r s u a d e  h i s  w i f e  t o  
s l e e p  w i t h  h i m.  "Some F a m i l i s t s  o f  Ams t e r d a m w i l l  t e l l  
you  i t  may be  done  w i t h  a s a f e  c o n s c i e n c e , "  he t e l l s  
h e r ,  h o p i n g  t o  we a ke n  h e r  s c r u p l e s  ( I , i , 9 7 - 8 ) .  M i s t r e s s  
P u r g e  o f  The F a m i l y  o f  L o v e , h o w e v e r ,  i s  mor e  f l a g r a n t  
w i t h  h e r  p h i l a n d e r i n g :  "We f r u c t i f y  b e s t  i 1 t h 1 d a r k , "
( I I I , i i i  , 2 1 )  s h e  s a y s  on h e r  way f r om h e r  p a r a m o u r ' s  
bed and t o  y e t  a n o t h e r  F a m i l i s t  d e b a u c h e r y  a t  one  o f  
t h e  b r o t h e r s '  h o u s e s .
B e c a u s e  t h e y  we r e  c o n s t a n t l y  h u n t e d  and p e r s e c u t e d
by g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  E l i z a b e t h a n  F a m i l i s t s  o f t e n
r e q u i r e d  a p a s s w o r d  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .
In 1 5 6 1 ,  one member  c o n f e s s e d  t o  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  t h o s e
who wo u l d  w o r s h i p  w i t h  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  mu s t  a n n o u n c e
a t  t h e  d o o r :  " He r e  i s  a B r o t h e r  i n  C h r i s t ,  o r  a s i s t e r
18i n  C h r i s t e . "  M i d d l e t o n  a l s o  g a v e  h i s  F a m i l i s t s  a s e c r e t  
p h r a s e :  "A b r o t h e r  [ o r  s i s t e r ]  i n  t h e  F a m i l y "  o p e n s
t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e i r  l a t e - n i g h t  o r g i e s .  T h e r e  a r e  p e r h a p s  
t wo r e a s o n s  why M i d d l e t o n  c h o s e  t o  make t h e  p a s s w o r d  
d i f f e r  f r om t h e  one  e l i c i t e d  i n  t h e  1561 c o n f e s s i o n :  one 
i s  o r g a n i c  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y ,  t h e  o t h e r  t o
60
M i d d l e t o n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e s .
When P u r g e  o v e r h e a r s  h i s  w i f e ' s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  
D r y f a t , w h o  w i s h e s  t o  j o i n  t h e  F a mi l y  o f  Lo v e ,  h e ,  i n  
a f i t  o f  w e l 1 - w a r a n t e d  j e a l o u s y ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  a t t e n d  a 
m e e t i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  wh a t  g o e s  on t h e r e .
At  t h e  d o o r  he a n n o u n c e s  h i m s e l f  as  "a f a m i l i a r  b r o t h e r , "  
ma k i n g  an u n c o n s c i o u s  pun wh i c h  n o t  o n l y  d e b a r s  hi m f r om 
t h e  s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  a l s o  a c c e n t s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  F a m i l i s t s ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  i n  t h e  p l a y ,  wa n t  t o  become 
s e x u a l l y  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r .  A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  
M i d d l e t o n  may h a v e  a l t e r e d  t h e  p a s s wo r d  i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
d i s a s s o c i a t e  C h r i s t i a n  o v e r t o n e s  f r om t h e  r i t u a l s  o f  
s u c h  an h e r e t i c a l  g r o u p  o f  s e c t a r i e s .  Whi l e  C a l v i n i s t s  
s t r e s s e d  t h e  s t r i c t  and a b s o l u t e  r e l i a n c e  upon C h r i s t  
f o r  g r a c e  and a t o n e m e n t ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  F a m i l i s t s  s p e a k ,  
p e r v e r t e d l y ,  o n l y  o f  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  wh i c h  comes  f r om 
p h y s i c a l  " f a m i l i a r i t y "  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r .
The d o c t r i n e  o f  d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
S p i r i t  i s  an a n c i e n t  o n e ,  b a s e d  upon m e d i e v a l  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  m y s t i c i s m  and a l s o  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  A n a b a p t i s t  
i d e o l o g y  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  e m p h a s i s  upon t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f  
t h e  Ho l y  S p i r i t  a s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t .  The 
F a m i l i s t s  seem t o  h a v e  s t r e s s e d  t h i s  d o c t r i n e ,  b e c a u s e  
t h e y  o f t e n  we r e  a c c u s e d  o f  n e g l e c t i n g  s c r i p t u r a l  s t u d y
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and r e l y i n g  s o l e l y  upon p e r s o n a l  " d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n "  
f r om God.  S i n c e  t h e  d e v o u t  C a l v i n i s t s  we r e  c o n c e r n e d  
t h a t  m i n i s t e r s  and l a y  c h u r c h  member s  a l i k e  become we l l  
e d u c a t e d  and c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  i t  wou l d  
h a ve  s eemed e g r e g i o u s  t o  t hem t o  s e e  a g r o u p  whi ch  
r e v e l e d  i n  i t s  own i g n o r a n c e .  The p l a y ' s  nume r ous  r e f ­
e r e n c e s  t o  m e e t i n g s  i n  t h e  d a r k  s i g n i f y  t h e  F a m i l i s t s 1 
p r e f e r r i n g  t o  ke e p  o u t  o f  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t r u e  k n o wl e d g e .  
D r y f a t ,  i n  r e l a t i n g  h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  b e c o mi n g  a 
member ,  t e l l s  M i s t r e s s  P u r g e  t h a t  he r e f u s e s  t o  " f o l l o w  
t h e  w r i t t e n  v e r i t y , "  and M i s t r e s s  P u r g e  e x p l a i n s  why 
member s  do n o t  wi s h  t o  " s e e :  "The g l a n c e  o f  t h e  eye
i s  a g r e a t  m a t t e r ;  i t  l e a d s  us t o  o t h e r  o b j e c t s  b e s i d e s  
t h e  r i g h t .  . . .  We h o l d  i t  n o t  a mi s s  t o  p u t  o u t  t h e  
c a n d l e s ,  f o r  t h e  s o u l  s e e s  b e s t  i 1 t h ' d a r k . "
( I l l ,  i i i  , 2 2 - 4 ;  4 9 - 5 1 )
But  a l o v e  o f  i g n o r a n c e  and d a r k n e s s  i s  n o t  t h e  
w o r s t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  F a m i l i s t s '  r e l i a n c e  upon i n d i v i d u a l  
and " s p i r i t u a l "  i n s p i r a t i o n .  The d o c t r i n e  o f  g i f t s  and 
e d i f i c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  S p i r i t  s p o k e n  o f  i n  Ac t s  i s  so 
p e r v e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  b r o t h e r s  and  s i s t e r s  ha ve  come t o  
c o n f u s e ,  and no d o u b t ,  s u b s t i t u t e ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  s e x u a l  
p l e a s u r e  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e u p h o r i a  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  e x p e r ­
i e n c e d  when t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  power  o f  t h e  Hol y S p i r i t .
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T h i s  i n v e r t s  t h e  o r t h o d o x  C a l v i n i s t i c  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e
f l e s h  c o n s t a n t l y  b a t t l e s  t h e  s p i r i t  f o r  d o mi n i o n  o v e r  t h e
w i l l ,  a b e l i e f  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  o b v i o u s l y  h e l d ,  f o r  he
i l l u s t r a t e d  i t  t i me  and a g a i n  i n  l a t e r  p l a y s .  Th u s ,
w h i l e  o r t h o d o x  b e l i e v e r s  we r e  c o n s t a n t l y  war y  o f  t h e
D e v i l ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  wi n s o u l s  by t h e  s e d u c t i v e  power  o f
s e n s u a l i t y ,  t h e  F a m i l i s t s  we r e  g l e e f u l l y  b r e a k i n g  t h e
s e v e n t h  commandment  and g i v i n g  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g s  o f
t h e  "Hol y S p i r i t : "
M i s t r e s s  P u r g e :  Why t h e n ,  a s e n s e  l e t  i t  b e , 1
s a y  i t  i s  t h a t  we c a n n o t  be w i t h  o u t  i t ,  f o r  as  
I t a k e  i t ,  i t  i s  a p a r t  b e l o n g i n g  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g :  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  you know,  l i f t e t h  
up t h e  mi nd f r om e a r t h :  i f  t h e  mi nd be l i f t  up ,
you know,  t h e  body g o e s  w i t h  i t :  a l s o  i t  
d e s c e n d s  i n t o  t h e  c o n s c i e n c e ,  and t h u s  t i c k l e s  
us w i t h  o u r  wo r k s  and d o i n g s :  s o  t h a t  we make 
s i n g u l a r  u s e  o f  f e e l i n g .  . . . Th e s e  s e n s e s ,  
as  you t e r m t hem a r e  o f  much e f f i c a c y  i n  c a r n a l  
m i x t u r e s ;  t h a t  i s ,  when we c r owd and t h r u s t  a 
man and a woman t o g e t h e r .  ( I l l , i i i ,  4 1 - 7 ;  5 4 - 6 )
To t h e  o r t h o d o x  A n g l i c a n ,  s u c h  a p e r v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  o f  c h a r i t y  and d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n  c o u l d  be t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  o n l y  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s :  e i t h e r  t h e  F a m i l i s t s
we r e  a r c h - h y p o c r i t e s  who had no r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  
and u s e d  t hem m e r e l y  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  i n i q u i t i e s ,  o r  t h e y  
we r e  g u i l t y  o f  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  on t h e  same l e v e l  
w i t h  God H i m s e l f  and t h e r e f o r e  f r e e  t o  make up t h e i r  own 
mor a l  r u l e s ,  wh i c h  was a s u p r e me  h e r e s y  a c c o r d i n g  t o
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o r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o n s  o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  a g e .  The p l a y  a c c u s e s  
F a m i l i s t s  o f  b o t h  c r i m e s .  S e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  p o i n t  o u t  
t h e  h y p o c r i s y  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  F a m i l i s t  d o c t r i n e ;  G e r a r d i n e  
j o k i n g l y  s a y s  he m a i n t a i n s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a F a m i l i s t :
"I n e v e r  r a i l  n o r  c a l u m n a t e  any  man b u t  i n  l o v e  and 
c h a r i t y ;  I n e v e r  c o z e n  any man f o r  any i l l  w i l l  I b e a r  
h i m,  b u t  i n  l o v e  and c h a r i t y  t o  m y s e l f ;  I n e v e r  make 
my n e i g h b o r  a c u c k o l d  f o r  any  h a t e  o r  m a l i c e  I b e a r  h i m,  
b u t  i n  l o v e  and c h a r i t y  t o  h i s  w i f e . "  ( I V , i i , 7 1 - 5 )  
L i p s a l v e  t e l l s  a s u r e  way t o  p a s s  as  a Fa mi l y  member :
"Then s p e a k  p i t i f u l l y ,  l o o k  s c u r v i l y ,  d i s s e m b l e  c u n n i n g l y ,  
and we s h a l l  q u i c k l y  p r o v e  t wo o f  t h e  F r a t e r n i t y , "  and 
Pu r g e  c a l l s  t hem "a mo s t  P h a r a s i t - h y p o c r i t i c a l  c r e w . "
Whi l e  h y p o c r i s y  may be l a u g h e d  a t  as  a human we a k ­
n e s s ,  t h e  c r i me  o f  a n t i n o m i a n i s m  c a n n o t ,  f o r  c a r r i e d  
t o  i t s  l o g i c a l  e x t r e m e s ,  i t  c o u l d  c a u s e  t h e  c o l l a p s e  
o f  t h e  mor a l  and c i v i l  o r d e r  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  s o c i e t y .
Re b e c c a  P u r g e ,  an e l d e r  i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s  The F a mi 1y of  
L o v e , c l e a r l y  s e e s  h e r s e l f  as  a s p i r i t u a l l y  s u p e r i o r  p e r ­
s o n ,  e ve n  t h o u g h  s h e  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  mo s t  p r o m i s c u o u s  woman 
t o  be f o u n d  i n  J a c o b e a n  l i t e r a t u r e .  The r e a d e r  may i n t e r ­
p r e t  h e r  p i o u s  wo r d s  a s  s i m p l y  a n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e  o f  h y p o ­
c r i s y ,  and s h e  c e r t a i n l y  a c t s  t h e  a r c h - h y p o c r i t e  when s he  
s t a n d s  on t r i a l  f o r  a d u l t e r y .  I t  was b e l i e v e d  among
6 4
E l i z a b e t h a n s  t h a t  F a m i l i s t s  h e l d  i t  no s i n  t o  l i e  a b o u t  
t h e i r  b e l i e f s  and a c t i v i t i e s  so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  h i d e  t h e  
t r u t h  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s ,  and M i s t r e s s  P u r g e  a c c o r d ­
i n g l y  l i e s  d u r i n g  h e r  t r i a l .  When c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  h e r  we d d i n g  r i n g  i s  m i s s i n g ,  s he  c l a i m s  t o  ha ve  
g i v e n  i t  " t o  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  d i s t r e s s e d  i n  G e n e v a , "  
and t h e n ,  when h e r  h u s b a n d  t e s t i f i e s  t h a t  he t o o k  i t  f r om 
h e r  d u r i n g  a F a m i l i s t  o r g y ,  s h e  p i o u s l y  i n s i s t s  t h a t  s h e  
knew a t  t h e  t i me  i t  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  t h e  man who e mb r a c e d  
h e r  i n  t h e  d a r k  and t o o k  t h e  r i n g  was h e r  own h u s b a n d .
Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  h e r  i mpr ompt u  and b a d l y  ma n g l e d  p r e ­
v a r i c a t i o n s ,  mor e  t h a n  me r e  h y p o c r i s y  s h i n e s  t h r o u g h  some 
o f  M i s t r e s s  P u r g e ' s  s p e e c h e s .  As s h e  d e f e n d s  h e r s e l f  and 
h e r  r e l i g i o n ,  s h e  s eems  s i n c e r e l y  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  h e r  a c t i o n s  
a r e  s a n c t i f i e d . When G e r a r d i n e  and P u r g e ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  
a d mo n i s h  h e r  t o  s t o p  s l e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  b r e t h e r n  and t o  
c l e a v e  o n l y  t o  h e r  s p o u s e ,  s he  r e p l i e s  w i t h  d i r e c t n e s s :  
" T r u l y  h u s b a n d ,  my l o v e  mu s t  be f r e e  s t i l l  t o  Go d ' s  
c r e a t u r e s :  y e a ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p r e s e r v i n g  you s t i l l  a s  t h e  
he a d  o f  my b o d y ,  I w i l l  do as  t h e  s p i r i t  s h a l l  e n a b l e  
me . "  ( V, i i i , 4 2 5 - 8 )  E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  p l a y  s h e  c l i n g s  t o  
h e r  b e l i e f  i n  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  b e c o mi n g  o u t ­
r a g e d  a t  h e r  s e r v a n t  Cl u b  when he s u g g e s t s  t h a t  he i s  h e r  
s p i r i t u a l  e q u a l .  She  a l s o  o b v i o u s l y  h o l d s  h e r s e l f  a l o o f
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f r om L i p s a l v e  and Gudgeon when t h e y  t r y  t o  woo h e r .  She 
ha s  h e r  s t a n d a r d s ;  s he  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a wa n t o n  r i p e  f o r  
a l l  t a k e r s .
Be c a u s e  mo s t  E l i z a b e t h a n s  we r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  man,  
e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l e n  s t a t e ,  c o u l d  n e v e r  a c h i e v e  s p i r i t u a l  
p e r f e c t i o n ,  M i s t r e s s  P u r g e ' s  c l a i m s  mus t  h a v e  made h e r  
a p p e a r  t o  M i d d l e t o n ' s  a u d i e n c e s  n o t  o n l y  a " l o o s e - b o d i e d  
h y p o c r i t e , "  b u t  a d a n g e r o u s  h e r e t i c  as  w e l l .  To a s s e r t  
t h a t  The F a mi l y  o f  Love  i s  m e r e l y  a c r u d e  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  
P u r i t a n s  i n  g e n e r a l  d o e s  b o t h  t h e  p l a y  and M i d d l e t o n  a 
d i s s e r v i c e .  The p l a y w r i g h t  knew t h a t  t h e  F a m i l i s t s  we r e  
n o t  c o n n e c t e d  t o  P u r i t a n i s m .  In t h i s  p l a y  he d e l i b e r a t e l y  
s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  h e r e t i c a l  i d e a s  w h i c h ,  i f  a l l o w e d  t o  
grow u n c h e c k e d ,  m i g h t  h a v e  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  v e r y  b a s i s  o f  
r e l i g i o u s ,  c i v i l ,  and  mor a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  
e r a .
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THE PURITAN and A CHASTE MAID JEJN CHEAPS I DE:
A Bl e n d  o f  A n g l i c a n ,  S e p a r a t i s t ,  and A n a b a p t i s t  T r a i t s
The F a mi 1y o f  Love  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a y  i n  wh i c h  
M i d d l e t o n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  s a t i r e  s o l e l y  upon a p a r t i ­
c u l a r  s e c t .  In h i s  n e x t  two p l a y s  wh i c h  s a t i r i z e  Re f or m 
g r o u p s ,  he mi xe d  A n g l i c a n  P u r i t a n ,  S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n ,  
and A n a b a p t i s t  p r a c t i c e s ,  u s u a l l y  l u mp i n g  t h e  i d i o ­
s y n c r a s i e s  o f  e a c h  g r o u p  t o g e t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  s i n g l e  1 a b e l  
o f  " P u r i t a n . "  The P u r i t a n  was f i r s t  p r o d u c e d  i n  1606 
and l a t e r  p u b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l s  " W. S . "  on t h e  t i t l e  
p a g e ,  b u t  c r i t i c s  a g r e e  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  s o u n d  l i k e  
S h a k e s p e a r e .  A l t h o u g h  Ma r g o t  He i nemann  r e f u s e s  t o  b e l i e v e
t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  w r o t e  i t ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  " t o o  c r u d e
19f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  M i d d l e t o n  i t  was w r i t t e n  i n , "  n e a r l y
a l l  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  f o r  M i d d l e t o n ' s
20a u t h o r s h i p  " i s  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  s t r o n g . "  A c opy  i n  
M i d d l e t o n ' s  h a n d w r i t i n g  e x i s t s ,  and  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e ,  b o t h  
i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l ,  p o i n t s  d i r e c t l y  t o  hi m.  P e r h a p s  
He i nemann  d e n i e s  The P u r i t a n  t o  M i d d l e t o n  b e c a u s e ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r ,  e v i d e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  p l a y  r e f u t e s  h e r  
a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  h i m s e l f  was  a m o d e r a t e  P u r i t a n  
d u r i n g  h i s  e n t i r e  a d u l t  l i f e .  She b e l i e v e s  t h e  p l a y  
p r o v i d e s  " t h e  o n l y  c a s e  i n  wh i c h  he u s e d  t h e  wor d P u r i t a n
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i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  Re f o r mi n g  p a r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d
C h u r c h ,  as  d i s t i n c t  f r om s e p a r a t i s t s  and s e c t a r i e s ;  and
21he d o e s  n o t  s a t i r i z e  s u c h  p e o p l e  e l s e w h e r e . "  H e i n e ma n n ' s  
a s s e r t i o n  l a c k s  s u p p o r t .  Not  o n l y  doe s  t h e  a u t h o r  s a t ­
i r i z e  m o d e r a t e  P u r i t a n s  i n  The P u r i t a n , b u t  a l s o ,  as  i n  
t h e  c h r i s t e n i n g  s c e n e  i n  A C h a s t e  Maid i n  C h e a p s i d e  and 
i n  o t h e r  p l a y s ,  he mocks  t r a i t s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  r e f o r m  
g r o u p s ,  b l i t h e l y  a s s i g n i n g  t o  P u r i t a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  o t h e r  f a c t i o n s .  The o n l y  p l a y  i n  wh i c h  t h e  m o d e r a t e  
P u r i t a n  ( i n  t h e  p u r e  s e n s e )  i s  s a t i r i z e d ,  w i t h  o n l y  a few 
S e p a r a t i s t  t r a i t s  i n c l u d e d ,  i s  Hengi  s t , Ki ng o f  K e n t , o r  
The Mayor  o f  Q u e e n s b o r o u g h  ( 1 6 1 5 - 2 0 ) ,  wh i c h  Mi d d l e t o n  
mo s t  c e r t a i n l y  w r o t e .
The a c t i o n  w i t h i n  The P u r i  t a n  c o n c e r n s  a P u r i t a n  
wi dow who mour ns  t h e  l o s s  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  so g r e a t l y  t h a t  
s h e  p r o c l a i m s  s h e  w i l l  n e v e r  ma r r y  a g a i n .  One d a u g h t e r  
j o i n s  h e r  i n  h e r  p l e d g e  o f  c h a s t i t y ;  t h e  o t h e r ,  a b i t  o f  
a w a n t o n ,  vows t o  t a k e  a l o v e r  and a h u s b a n d  as  s oon  as  
s h e  can p o s s i b l y  l a y  h e r  h a n d s  on o n e .  The son d e d i c a t e s  
h i m s e l f  t o  a l i f e  o f  l e i s u r e  and d e b a u c h e r y ,  p l a n n i n g  t o  
s p e n d  h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  he i s  a b l e .  Two 
t r i c k s t e r s ,  Ge o r g e  P y e b o a r d  and a C a p t a i n  (who s p e n d s  
t h e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a y  i n  j a i l  f o r  n o n - p a y me n t  
o f  d e b t s )  c o n c o c t  a p l a n  t o  d e c e i v e  t h e  wi dow i n t o
68
m a r r y i n g  t h e  C a p t a i n  and h e r  c h a s t e  d a u g h t e r ,  G e o r g e ,  
so t h a t  t h e y  may c l a i m  t h e i r  f o r t u n e s .  The p l a n  i s  
e l a b o r a t e ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  f o r t u n e  t e l l i n g  and c o n j u r a t i o n ,  
and a f a k e  d u e l  w i t h  a " d e a t h "  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by s l e e p i n g  
p o t i o n .  The wi dow i s  e a s i l y  g u l l e d  ( a s  a r e  a l l  t h e  
v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  p l a y ) ,  b u t  s he  and h e r  d a u g h t e r  a r e  
r e s c u e d  f r om m a r r i a g e  t o  t h e  s c o u n d r e l s  a t  t h e  v e r y  t h r e s ­
h o l d  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  by two l e g i t i m a t e  s u i t o r s  who e x p o s e  
Ge o r g e  and t h e  C a p t a i n  and end up be c omi ng  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m s  
t h e m s e l v e s .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o m p l e t e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  p l a y  i s  The 
P u r i  t a n  Wi dow, t h e  wi dow h e r s e l f  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
endowed w i t h  p u r i t a n i c a l  t r a i t s .  She b r i e f l y  t a k e s  t h e  
t i me  t o  m a l i g n  t e n n i s  as  a " wi c k e d "  and " v a i n "  e x e r c i s e ,  
b u t  h e r  mos t  o b v i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  n o t  i n t h e  l e a s t  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  P u r i t a n i s m .  Her  e x c e s s i v e  g r i e f  o v e r  h e r  
dead  h u s b a n d  and h e r  vow n o t  t o  r e m a r r y  show more 
A g u s t i n i a n  C a t h o l i c  t h a n  P u r i t a n  i n f l u e n c e s ,  f o r  C a l v i n ­
i s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  e v e r y  man and woman s h o u l d  h a v e  a 
s p o u s e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  s o u l  and body and 
t o  a v o i d  t h e  s i n  o f  f o r n i c a t i o n .  I d i o t i c a l l y  s u p e r s t i ­
t i o u s ,  s h e  r e a d i l y  b e l i e v e s  Ge o r g e  P y e b o a r d ' s  o u t l a n d i s h  
c l a i m s ,  and s h e  r e a d i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e s  h e r  d i s b e l i e f  i n  
p u r g a t o r y  when he d e m o n s t r a t e s  h i s  f o r t u n e - t e l  1 i ng
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a b i l i t i e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  i g n o r a n t  o f  a l l  t h e  P u r i t a n s '  
w a r n i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e v i l ,  s h e  a l s o  a l l o w s  " S a t a n i c "  
i n f l u e n c e s  t o  r u l e  h e r  and  h e r  f a m i l y ' s  a c t i o n s .
S i r  G o d f r e y ,  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  e x h i b i t s  a f ew 
p o p u l a r  " P u r i t a n "  t r a i t s :  he d i s p l a y s  an e x c e s s i v e  c o n c e r n  
w i t h  money and a c o m p l a c e n t  b o u r g e i o s e  p r a g m a t i s m  whi c h  
p r e e m p t s  s p i r i t u a l i t y . Hi s  i d e a  o f  c o m f o r t i n g  t h e  
g r i e v i n g  wi dow i s  t o  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  s h e  i s  r i c h  and p r e t t y  
e no u g h  t o  f i n d  a n o t h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  
o l d  o n e ,  and  w h i l e  he c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why h i s  s i s t e r -  
i n - l a w  mour ns  so f o r  h i s  d e a d  b r o t h e r ,  he h i m s e l f  becomes  
n e a r l y  mad w i t h  g r i e f  u n t i l  a g o l d  c h a i n  wh i c h  ha s  been  
s t o l e n  f r om hi m ha s  b e e n  r e t u r n e d .  " I t  had f u l l  t h r e e
t h o u s a n d  L i n c k s , "  he w a i l s .  "I  h a v e  o f t  t o l d  i t  o v e r  a t
22my P r a i e r s :  o v e r  a nd  o v e r ,  f u l l  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d  L i n c k s . "  
S i n c e  i t  i s  one  o f  t h e  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  i n  S i r  
G o d f r e y ' s  l i f e ,  he f i n d s  no h e r e s y  t o o  g r o s s  i f  i t  i n s u r e s  
t h e  c h a i n ' s  r e t u r n :  he e a g e r l y  b a r s  t h e  d o p r  w i t h  "some 
o f  t h e  G o d l i e s  z e a l o u s  w o r k s , "  w h i l e  i n  t h e  n e x t  room t h e  
C a p t a i n  c o n j u r e s  up t h e  d e v i l  t o  f i n d  i t .
Wh i l e  S i r  G o d f r e y  may be a s i l l y  o l d  P u r i t a n  
e n a mo u r e d  w i t h  w e a l t h ,  and h i s  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  o b v i o u s l y  
i g n o r a n t  o f  a l l  b u t  t h e  mo s t  s u p e r f i c i a l  ma n d a t e s  o f
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P u r i t a n i s m ,  t h e  r e a l  z e a l o t s  i n  t h e  p l a y  a r e  t h e  wi d o w ' s  
s e r v a n t s ,  who d i s p l a y  a r i d i c u l o u s l y  h y p o c r i t i c a l  and 
t o t a l l y  u n e n l i g h t e n e d  p i e t y .  In t h e m,  M i d d l e t o n  i n d i s c r i m ­
i n a t e l y  c a r i c a t u r e d  P u r i t a n ,  S e p a r a t i s t ,  and S e c t a r i a n  
t r a i t s .  We mu s t  a s s u me  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  p h i l o s o p h y  
me t  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  wi dow and S i r  G o d f r e y ,  b e c a u s e  
s e r v a n t s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s h i p  
o f  t h e i r  m a s t e r s ,  and  a l s o  b e c a u s e  t h e  wi dow a g r e e s  w i t h  
t hem w h e n e v e r  t h e y  comment  on r e l i g i o u s  m a t t e r s  i n  h e r  
p r e s e n c e .
T h e s e  s e r v a n t s ,  N i c h o l a s - S a i n t - T a n t l i n g s , Si mon 
S a i n t - M a r y  O v e r i e s ,  a nd  F r a i l t y  may be t h r e e  o f  t h e  mos t  
f o o l i s h ,  l i t e r a l - m i n d e d ,  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  and  m o r a l l y  s t u p i d  
c h a r a c t e r s  e v e r  c r e a t e d .  L i k e  t y p i c a l  s t a g e  P u r i t a n s ,  
t h e y  f l a u n t  t h e i r  p i e t y :  t h e y  a r e  a l wa y s  on t h e i r  way t o  
c h u r c h ,  d r e s s e d  i n  b l a c k ;  t h e y  s c o r n  a l l  " v a i n  e x e r c i s e s , "  
and  t h e y  e s p e c i a l l y  h a t e  s t a g e  p l a y s  b e c a u s e  some a c t o r s  
o n c e  p r o t r a y e d  t h e i r  p a s t o r ,  P a r s o n  P i g ma n ,  a s  a d r u n k e n  
f o o l .  L i k e  S i r  G o d f r e y ,  N i c h o l a s  h o a r d s  h i s  money;  he 
c l a i m s  he d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  h e l p  h i s  f r i e n d  t h e  
C a p t a i n  b e c a u s e  h i s  p r a y e r  book d o e s n ' t  c o n t a i n  a c h a p t e r  
on c h a r i t y .
B e s i d e s  t h e s e  c o mi c  P u r i t a n  t r a i t s ,  t h e  s e r v a n t s  
a l s o  d i s p l a y  s e v e r a l  A n a b a p t i s t ,  e ve n  F a m i l i s t  c h a r a c t e r ­
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i s t i c s .  They r e p e a t e d l y  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  keep  
company w i t h  a n y o n e  who i s  g u i l t y  o f  s o  h o r r i b l e  a t r a n s ­
g r e s s i o n  a s  s w e a r i n g ,  and  t h e y  a r e  s o  h o r r i f i e d  by t h e  
s o u n d  o f  an o a t h  t h a t  t h e y  swoon w h e n e v e r  t h e y  h e a r  o n e .  
They a l s o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  B i b l e  w i t h  r i g i d  l i t e r a l n e s s .  
N i c h o l a s  swoons  ( a g a i n ! )  when t h e  C a p t a i n  a s k s  him t o  
s t e a l  S i r  G o d f r e y ' s  g o l d  c h a i n  b e c a u s e  he i s  a p p a l l e d  a t  
t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  b r e a k i n g  t h e  B i b l i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n  n o t  t o  
s t e a l .  Ho we v e r ,  he  w i l l  do wh a t  t h e  C a p t a i n  r e q u i r e s  i f  
i t  i s  a s k e d  o f  him p r o p e r l y :
N i c :  P r a y ,  do n o t  wi s h  me t o  bee  h a n g e d ,
a n y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  I can  d o ,  had i t  b e e n  t o  
r o b ,  I wou l d  ha d o n ' t ,  b u t  I mu s t  n o t  s t e a l e ,  
t h a t ' s  t h e  wo r d ,  t h e  l i t e r a l ! ,  t h o u  s h a l t  n o t  
s t e a l e :  and wo u l d  you wi s h  me t o  s t e a l e  t h e n ?
P i e :  No,  f a i t h ,  t h a t  we r e  t o o  much,  t o  s p e a k
t r u t h :  Why wou l d  t h o u  nim i t  f r om hi m?
Ni c :  T h a t  I w i l l .  ( p .  1 4 ) .
E a r l i e r  i n  t h e  p l a y  N i c h o l a s ,  F r a i l i t y ,  and  Si mon 
a g r e e  h e a r t i l y  t h a t  t h e y  may l i e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  may n o t  
s w e a r :
N i c :  Si mon S a i n t  Mary O v e r i e s  and  F r a y l t y ,  p r a y
make a l i e  f o r  me t o  t h e  k n i g h t  my M a i s t e r ,  o l d  
S i r  G o d f r e y .
Co r :  A l i e ?  may you l i e  t h e n ?
F r a y :  0 I ,  we may l i e ,  b u t  we mu s t  n o t  s w e a r e .
And Si mon i l l u s t r a t e s  h i s  k i n s h i p  w i t h  F a m i l i s t s
when he a g r e e s ,  " T r u e ,  wee may l i e  w i t h  o u r  N e i g h b o r s  w i f e
b u t  wee mu s t  n o t  s we a r  we d i d  s o . "  ( p .  1 0 ) .
Si mon i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  member  o f  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n
who i s  g u i l t y  o f  t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  f l e s h .  The z e a l o t s
d i s c u s s  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  Ma s t e r  F u l b e l l i e ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  who
i s  c u r r e n t l y  h o s t i n g  a f a s t :
Si m:  M a i s t e r  F u l l - b e l l i e ?  an h o n e s t  man:  he
f e e d s  t h e  f l o c k  w e l l ,  f o r  h e ' s  an e x c e l l e n t  
f e e d e r .
F r a i l :  0 I ,  I h a v e  s e e n  him e a t e  up a wh o l e  P i g g e ,
and a f t e r w a r d  f a l l s  t o  t h e  p e t t i t o e s ,  ( p .  10)
The a m b i g u i t y  o f  F r a i l t y ' s  l a s t  word h e r e  mu s t  h a v e  been  
i n t e n t i o n a l .  I s u s p e c t  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  was a i mi n g  a t  a 
pun on " p o t a t o e s "  and " p e t t i c o a t s . "
In The P u r i t a n  Wi dow, M i d d l e t o n  c l e a r l y  had no com­
p u l s i o n  t o  p l a y  f a i r l y  i n  h i s  r i d i c u l e  o f  P u r i t a n s .  Each 
c h a r a c t e r  i s  c a l l e d  a " P u r i t a n ; "  no one  b o t h e r s  t o  make 
c l e a r  t h a t  he  b e l o n g s  t o  any  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n  o r  s e c t ,  j u s t  
a s  no one  b o t h e r s  t o  make t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s  
l a t e r  p l a y ,  A C h a s t e  Mai d i n Ch e a p s i  de ( 1 6 1 1 - 3 ) .  Onl y 
one  s c e n e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p l a y ,  t h e  f amous  c h r i s t e n i n g  s c e n e  
d e a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  t y p e ,  and
mos t  c r i t i c s  v i ew i t  a s  s y m b o l i c ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  o v e r a l l
23me s s a g e s  o f  t h e  p l a y .  O t h e r s ,  h o we v e r ,  t h i n k  t h e  s c e n e  
was w r i t t e n  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  c omi c  e f f e c t  and t o  s a t i r i z e
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24t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  C e r t a i n l y  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s  o f  s y mb o l i s m 
wor k s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  w i t h i n  t h e  s c e n e .  On t h e  mo s t  s u p e r ­
f i c i a l  l e v e l  M i d d l e t o n  c a r i c a t u r e s  P u r i t a n s ,  s h o wi n g  t hem 
i n  a l u d i c r o u s  l i g h t ,  moc k i ng  t h e  t r a v e s t i e s  t h e s e  h e r e ­
t i c s  and  h y p o c r i t e s  commi t  i n  t h e  name o f  r e l i g i o n .  He 
c a l l s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s  " P u r i t a n s "  h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y ,  
l i k e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  The P u r i t a n , r e a l l y  r e p r e s e n t  a 
h y b r i d  o f  many Re f o r m e l e m e n t s .
While we must  conclude t h a t  t he char ac t e r s  in A Chaste Maid 
a r e ,  indeed,  Pu r i t a n - - t he y  do a f t e r  a l l ,  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
b a p t i s m  o f  an i n f a n t - - t h e y  b e l o n g  mor e  t o  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  
t h a n  t h e  A n g l i c a n  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e y  do n o t  seem 
t o  be c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  any  o f  t h e  mor e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  b o u r ­
g e o i s  P u r i t a n  p r a c t i c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o r t h o d o x  
g r o u p .  S i n c e  many o f  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n s  f l e e i n g  
E n g l i s h  p e r s e c u t i o n  s e t t l e d  i n  Ams t e r d a m,  t h a t  c i t y  
q u i c k l y  became  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S e p a r a t i s t  g r o u p .  One 
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  F i r s t  P u r i t a n ,  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
i n f a n t  ha s  be e n  c h r i s t e n e d  " w i t h o u t  i d o l a t r y  o r  s u p e r ­
s t i t i o n /  A f t e r  t h e  p u r e  ma n n e r  o f  Ams t e r d a m. "  ( I l l , i i , 4 - 5 )  
She and t h e  S e c o n d  P u r i t a n  a l s o  s p e a k  w i t h  t y p i c a l  P u r i t a n  
j a r g o n ,  r e f e r r i n g  t o  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r s  as  " d a u g h t e r "  o r  
" b r e t h r e n , "  and  t h e y  a l s o  show a c o n t e mp t  f o r  p o p i s h  
i n f l u e n c e s ,  s c o r n i n g  t h e  a p o s t l e  s p o o n s  Whor ehound  g i v e s
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t h e  c h i l d  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i g u r e s  o f  t h e  a p o s t l e s  c a r v e d  upon 
t hem a r e  " i d o l a t r o u s . "
L i k e  t h e  h y p o c r i t e s  i n  The P u r i  t a n  and The Fa mi 1y 
of  L o v e , t h e s e  P u r i t a n s  a r e  g r e e d y  f o r  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  o f  
t h e  s e n s e s .  They s t e a l  f o o d  and g u z z l e  wi n e  u n t i l  t h e y  
a r e  f a l l i n g  down d r u n k ,  w e t t i n g  t h e i r  p a n t s ,  and s l o b b e r ­
i ng  k i s s e s  a l l  o v e r  Ti m,  t h e  Ca mb r i d g e  s c h o l a r ;  a l l  t h e  
w h i l d  e x c u s i n g  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r  w i t h  p e r v e r s i o n s  o f  C a l -  
v i n i s t i c  t e a c h i n g s .  The F i r s t  P u r i t a n  s q u i r r e l s  away 
s w e e t s  on t h e  p r e t e x t  o f  g i v i n g  t hem t o  a s i c k  c h i l d ,  
and l a t e r ,  when r e e l i n g  d r u n k ,  s h e  f a l l s  w h i l e  l u n g i n g  
t o  k i s s  Ti m,  s h e  s h r u g s  i t  o f f  w i t h ,  " ' T i s  b u t  t h e  common 
a f f l i c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l ; /  We mus t  e mb r a c e  o u r  f a l l s . "
( I I I , i i , 8 9 - 9 0 )
T h i s  a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  F i r s t  P u r i t a n  t o  e x c u s e  h e r  own 
o b v i o u s  g r e e d  and l i c e n t i o u s n e s s  i s  a k i n  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  a n t i n o m i n i s n  t h a t  Re b e c c a  P u r g e  d i s p l a y s  i n  The F a mi l y  
o f  L o v e . L i k e  a F a m i l i s t ,  t h e  F i r s t  P u r i t a n  s p e a k s  o f  
t h e  j o y  o f  t h e  " S p i r i t "  i n  t e r ms  o f  s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e .  
" C h i l d r e n  a r e  b l e s s i n g s ,  i f  t h e y  be g o t  w i t h  z e a l /  By t h e  
b r e t h e r n ,  as  I ha ve  f i v e  a t  h o me . "  ( 1 1 1 , i i  , 3 6 - 8 )
T r y i n g  t o  e mb r a c e  Tim w i t h  a we t  k i s s ,  s h e  b l u b b e r s ,
" Le t  me come n e x t .  Wel come f r om t h e  w e l l s p r i n g  o f  d i s ­
c i p l i n e ,  t h a t  w a t e r s  a l l  t h e  b r e t h e r n . "  ( 1 1 1 , i i , 1 8 6 - 7 )
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L a t e r ,  A l l w i t  wr y l y  comment s  on some o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
r i t e s :  "Go t a k e  a nap w i t h  some o f  t h e  b r e t h e r n ,  g o , /
And r i s e  up a we l l  e d i f i e d ,  b o l d i f i e d  s i s t e r ! "
( 1 1 1 , i i  , 2 0 7 - 8 )  Wh i l e  t h i s  s c e n e  e n t e r t a i n s  on one l e v e l  
a s  i t  s a t i r i z e s  t h e  h e r e s i e s  and i n a n i t i e s  o f  u n o r t h o d o x  
o p i n i o n ,  i t  a l s o  i l l u m i n a t e s  more  i m p o r t a n t  p r o b l e ms  
wh i c h  u n o r t h o d o x  o p i n i o n  can c r e a t e :  d e v i a t i o n s  f r om t h e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d o c t r i n e s  p e r v e r t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  c e r t a i n  r i t u a l s  and  harm t h e  s o c i e t y  b o t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  
and c u l t u r a l l y .
The o r t h o d o x  c h r i s t e n i n g  c e r e mo n y  i n v o l v e s  t h r e e  
i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s :  t h e  b a p t i s m a l  w a t e r s  wh i c h  s i g n i f y
t h e  r e b i r t h  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  and t h e  c l e a n s i n g  f r om s i n ;  t h e  
g i v i n g  o f  g i f t s  t o  s i g n i f y  t h e  c h i l d ' s  e x i s t e n c e  and t o  
we l come  him o r  h e r  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ;  and t h e  p a r t a k i n g  o f  
f o o d  and wi n e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  e me r g e n c e  o f  new l i f e .
The P u r i t a n s  and  g o s s i p s  make a t r a v e s t y  o f  a l l  t h r e e  of  
t h e s e  r i t u a l s  as  t h e y  r e v e l  t h e i r  way t h r o u g h  t h e  s c e n e .  
They d e f i l e  t h e  b a p t i s m a l  w a t e r  by f r e q u e n t l y  a s s o c i a t i n g  
i t  w i t h  human e x c r e m e n t .  U r i n e  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  s e v e r a l  
t i m e s ,  b o t h  as  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  w a t e r  as  a c l e a n s i n g  a g e n t  
and as  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t o o  much wi ne  and t o o  l i t t l e  s e l f -  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  b ody .  The P u r i t a n s  c a l l  t h e  c h i l d  t h e  
" s p i t "  o f  h e r  f a t h e r ,  and l a t e r ,  Tim makes  much o f  t h e
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s l o b b e r i n g  k i s s e s  t h e  women l a v i s h  on hi m.  One o f  t h e  
g o s s i p s  i s  c o n c e r n e d  b e c a u s e  h e r  n i n e t e e n  y e a r  o l d  d a u g h t e r  
i s  " t o o  f r e e "  and " c a n n o t  l i e  d r y  i n  h e r  b e d , "  p o s s i b l y  
b e c a u s e  s h e  we t s  h e r  bed o r  b e c a u s e  s he  f r e q u e n t l y  l i e s  
i n  t h e  we t  a f t e r m a t h  o f  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  Se x u a l  f l u i d s  
a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a g a i n  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  s c e n e  when Davy 
t e l l s  A l l w i t  t h a t  "Lady Kix i s  d r y ,  and h a t h  no c h i l d . "
And t h e  F i r s t  P u r i t a n  makes  a bad pun when s h e  we l c ome s  
Tim " f r om t h e  w e l l s p r i n g  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h a t  w a t e r s  a l l  
t h e  b r e t h e r n . "
The c h i l d  r e c e i v e s  o n l y  one  g i f t  t o  we l come h e r  
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  and t h a t  g i f t  i s  f r om Whor e hound ,  h e r  
i l l e g i t i m a t e  f a t h e r ,  who,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  s t a n d s  as  h e r  g o d ­
f a t h e r .  I t  i s  a s ma l l  and commonpl ace  g i f t - - a  s t a n d i n g  
cup w i t h  t wo a p o s t l e  s p o o n s - - b u t  t h e  P u r i t a n s  t r e a t  i t  
w i t h  c o n t e m p t  and d e r i s i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  s p o o n s  s p o r t  
" g r a v e n  i m a g e s . "  The f e a s t ,  d o u b l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d u r i n g  
t h e  E a s t e r  s e a s o n  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
L a s t  S u p p e r ,  becomes  n o t  a communi on o r  a c e l e b r a t o r y  
f e a s t  t o  commemor a t e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  a new l i f e ,  b u t  a 
d r u n k e n  r e v e l r y .  In t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  r i t u a l ,  t h e  f o o d  and d r i n k  l o s e  t h e i r  s y mb o l i s m ,  
be c o mi n g  i n s t e a d  t h e  b a s e  o b j e c t s  t o  s a t i s f y  g r e e d  and 
g l u t t o n y .  F i n a l l y , t h e  a l 1 - p e r v a d i n g  s e n s e  o f  i l l i c i t
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l u s t  and p e r v e r t e d  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  g i v e  t h e  c h i l d ,  
n o t  a s i n c e r e  o r  s p i r i t u a l  we l c o me ,  b u t  one t a i n t e d  w i t h  
c a r n a l i t y  and u n c l e a n l i n e s s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  s c e n e ,  
t h e  a u d i e n c e  i s  w e l l  a wa r e  t h a t  t h e  wor ds  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
G o s s i p  and F i r s t  P u r i t a n  a r e  t r u e - - t h a t  t h e y  ha ve  b r o u g h t  
home a " k u r s e n "  s o u l :  a s o u l  c h r i s t e n e d  w i t h  c u r s e s .
The s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  P u r i t a n s  i s  as  h a r s h  i n  t h i s  
p l a y  as  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  F a m i l i s t s  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p l a y ,  b u t  
a f t e r  A C h a s t e  M a i d , a s h i f t  b e g i n s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  
M i d d l e t o n ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  P u r i t a n s .  T h i s  c h a n g e  may 
ha v e  s t emmed f r om M i d d l e t o n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  
o f f i c i a l  Chur c h  p h i l o s o p h y .  Wi t h t h e  a s c e n s i o n  o f  J ames  
I ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Ch u r c h  g r a d u a l l y  be ga n  
t o  move away f r om C a l v i n i s m  and t o wa r d  A r m i n i a n i s m ,  t h e  
d o c t r i n e s  o f  wh i c h  C a l v i n i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d  
w i t h  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m .  Whi l e  t h e  Hi gh A n g l i c a n s ,  p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  who a s s o c i a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
w i t h  t h e  c o u r t ,  b e g a n  t o  f a v o r  t h e  A r m i n i a n  v i e w,  whi ch  
r e j e c t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  u n q u a l i f i e d  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  t h e  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n  p u s h e d  t h e  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  
d o c t r i n e  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e x t r e m e ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  God 
a l o n e  d i s p e n s e s  g r a c e ,  and t h a t  o n l y  t h e  f o r e o r d a i n e d  
e l e c t  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  i t .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  God has  d e l i b e r a t e l y  damned a c e r t a i n  number  o f  s o u l s
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who can n e v e r  r e c e i v e  g r a c e ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  we r e  t o  a s k  o r  
work f o r  i t .  C a l v i n  d i d  n o t  t e a c h  t h i s  S u p r a l a p s a r i a n  
d o c t r i n e ,  b u t  i t  i s  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  h i s  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n  
t h e o r i e s  upon wh i c h  t h e  P u r i t a n s  r e l i e d  so h e a v i l y .  Th e s e  
movement s  away f r om t h e  m o d e r a t e  Genevan  t h e o l o g y  i n t e n ­
s i f i e d  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i t h i n  t h e  C h u r c h ,  ma k i ng  e a c h  s i d e  
more  b i t t e r  and  mor e  i r r e c o n c i 1 i a b l e . As t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
d i s t i n c t i o n s  became more i m p o r t a n t  t o  a l l  Chur c h  me mbe r s ,  
many A n g l i c a n s  who had be e n  c o n t e n t  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  l e a d  
o f  Ch u r c h  o f f i c i a l s  b e g a n  t o  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  f a c e d  w i t h  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  C a l v i n i s t i c  
d o c t r i n e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e i r  t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  t o  c o i n ­
c i d e  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  k i n g .  S i n c e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t i o n s  
we r e  l o o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  f e u d  became  mor e  and mor e  a m a t t e r  o f  c l a s s  d i s ­
t i n c t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .
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HENGIST, KING OF KENT, OR THE MAYOR OF QUEENBOROUGH: 
L i g h t e a r t e d  S a t i r e  o f  t h e  Mo d e r a t e  P u r i t a n
M i d d l e t o n ' s  l a s t  p l a y  wh i c h  s a t i r i z e s  P u r i t a n s ,
H e n g i s t , Ki ng o f  K e n t , o r  The Mayor  o f  Qu e e n b o r o u g h
( 1 6 1 5 - 2 0 ) ,  ma r k s  a s h i f t  i n  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  P u r i t a n s .
Wh i l e  he s t i l l  mocks  s t u f f y  and  d o u r  r e l i g i o u s  z e a l o t s ,
h i s  s a t i r e  i s  f a r  mor e  b e n i g n  t h a n  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p l a y s .
At  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  he  had  a l r e a d y  be gun  t o  w r i t e  h i s  g r e a t
t r a g e d i e s ,  The  S e c o n d  Mai d e n 1s T r a g e d y  ( 1 6 1 1 ) ,  The C h a n g e -
1 i n g  ( 1 6 2 2 ) ,  a nd  Women Be war e  Women ( 1 6 2 0 - 7 ) ,  and t h e
w o r l d  he p r e s e n t s  i n  t hem shows  n o t  o n l y  a " C a l v i n i s t i c  
25b i a s , "  as  I r v i n g  R i b n e r  and many o t h e r s  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  
b u t  a c t u a l l y  a d a r k e r  w o r l d  wh i c h  s eems  mor e  c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  t h e  S u p r a ! a p s a r i a n  v i e w.  At  t h i s  t i m e ,  M i d d l e t o n  
was  a l s o  d e v e l o p i n g  a c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t r o n g l y  
P u r i t a n  London c i t y  f a t h e r s .  He w r o t e  ma s q u e s  and e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t s  f o r  t hem a s  e a r l y  a s  1 611 ,  and i t  s eems  l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  m a t u r i n g  p l a y w r i g h t  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  a l i g n  h i m­
s e l f  mor e  w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n  p h i l o s o p h y .
The P u r i t a n  c h a r a c t e r  i n  Hengi  s t , an u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
t a i l o r  named O l i v e r ,  w a n t s  t o  become t h e  ma y o r  o f  Q u e e n ­
b o r o u g h ,  b u t  he  i s  d e f e a t e d  i n  a g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  by an 
e v e n  mor e  r u s t i c  c h a r a c t e r ,  S i mon.  O u t r a g e d ,  O l i v e r  vows
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r e v e n g e  a g a i n s t  Si mon and t h e r e a f t e r  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  
O l i v e r  t h e  R e b e l .  Whi l e  t h e s e  names  may seem t o  r e f e r  
t o  O l i v e r  Cr o mwe l l ,  one  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  r e b e l  p a r t y  
d u r i n g  t h e  c i v i l  wa r ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Mi d d l e t o n  had 
Cr omwel l  i n  mi nd when he w r o t e  Hengi  s t . S i n c e  t h e  f amous  
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  and Commonweal t h  l e a d e r  wou l d  h a v e  b e e n ,  
a t  m o s t ,  o n l y  t w e n t y - o n e ,  and s t i l l  a communi ng member  
o f  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Chur c h  when t h e  p l a y  was w r i t t e n ,  he c o u l d  
n o t  ha ve  g a i n e d  enough  n o t e r i e t y  t o  have  i n s p i r e d  M i d d l e ­
t o n ' s  O l i v e r .  E l l i s  has  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s i n c e  Hengi  s t  was
l a t e r  r e v i s e d ,  t h e  name c h a n g e s  c o u l d  ha ve  been  a d d e d  t h e n ;
2 fit h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  s eems  more l i k e l y .
The O l i v e r  i n  H e n g i s t  s eems  o r t h o d o x  and o r d i n a r y  
c o mp a r e d  w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n s  i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s  e a r l i e r  p l a y s ;  
p e r h a p s  t h e  w o r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  can be s a i d  a b o u t  him i s  t h a t  
he a p p e a r s  f o o l i s h  i n  h i s  e x c e s s i v e  h a t r e d  o f  s t a g e  p l a y s .  
When Si mon has  him a r r e s t e d  and b r o u g h t  t o  h i s  h o u s e ,
O l i v e r  be gs  t o  be r e l e a s e d  b e c a u s e  "I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e r e  
a r e  p l a y e r s  i n  t h y  h o u s e ;  d i s p a t c h  me,  I c h a r g e  t h e e ,  i n  
t h e  name o f  a l l  t h e  b r e t h r e n . "  And when Si mon i n f o r ms  
him t h a t  he i n t e n d s  t o  f o r c e  him t o  s e e  a p l a y ,  he p a n i c s :  
O l i v :  0 D e v i l !  I c o n j u r e  t h e e  by Ams t e r da m!
S i m : Our  word i s  p a s t ;
J u s t i c e  may wi nk a w h i l e ,  b u t  s e e  a t  l a s t .
The p l a y  b e g i n s .  Ho l d ,  s t o p  h i m,  s t o p  him!
O l i v :  0 t h a t  p r o f a n e  t r u m p e t !  0 ,  0!
Si m:  S e t  him down t h e r e ,  I c h a r g e  you o f f i c e r s .
O l i v :  I ' l l  h i d e  my e a r s  and s t o p  my e y e s .
Si m:  Down w i t h  h i s  g o l l s ,  I c h a r g e  y o u .
O l i v :  0 t y r a n n y ,  t y r a n n y !  r e v e n g e  i t ,  t r i b u l a t i o n !
Fo r  r e b e l s  t h e r e  a r e  many d e a t h s ;  b u t  
s u r e  t h e  o n l y  way 
To e x e c u t e  a P u r i t a n ,  i s  s e e i n g  o f  a p l a y .
0 ,  I s h a l l  swound!  ( V , i )
Th e s e  a g o n i z e d  c r i e s  c o n t i n u e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s c e n e  u n t i l
t h e  p l a y e r s  t h r o w meal  i n  S i m o n ' s  f a c e  and r o b  h i m,  whi ch
c a u s e s  O l i v e r  t o  become a g r e a t  f a n  o f  t h e  t h e a t r e .
U n l i k e  M i d d l e t o n ' s  o t h e r  P u r i t a n  c h a r a c t e r s ,  O l i v e r  
i f  p r u d i s h  and z e a l o u s ,  i s  no h y p o c r i t e  o r  h e r e t i c .  He 
seems  t o  c a r e  g e n u i n e l y  f o r  h i s  w i f e  and r a i l s  a g a i n s t  
Si mon f o r  k e e p i n g  a m i s t r e s s .  S i m o n ' s  o n l y  d e f e n s e  i s  
t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  O l i v e r  i s  i m p o t e n t .  C l e a r l y  no An a b a p ­
t i s t ,  O l i v e r  ha s  no l i c e n t i o u s n e s s  a b o u t  h i m,  and u n l i k e  
any  S e c t a r i a n ,  he  c o v e t s  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  Mayor .  Onl y  one 
s ma l l  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
O l i v e r  as  a S e p a r a t i s t  P u r i t a n .  Hi s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  A m s t e r ­
dam i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  b i t  o f  d i a l o g u e  a s s o c i a t e s  him w i t h  
t h e  e x i l e d  z e a l o t s ;  a n y o n e  who s p o k e  o f  i t  w i t h  good 
r e g a r d  c o u l d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  b e l i e v i n g  i n 
t h e  same r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l s  a s  t h o s e  who f l e d  and s e t t l e d  
t h e r e .  O t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  O l i v e r  v e r y  we l l  f i t s  t h e  s t e r e o
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t y p e  o f  t h e  s e l f - r i g h t e o u s ,  h a r d w o r k i n g  P u r i t a n  t a i l o r ,  
o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  d e a d ! i n e s s  o f  s i n  and f i l l e d  w i t h  p r i d e  
i n  h i s  f a m i l y ,  h i s  o c c u p a t i o n  and h i s  r e l i g i o n .
A GAME AT CHESS:
The V i l l a i n i e s  o f  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Chur c h
M i d d l e t o n  e n j o y e d  r i d i c u l i n g  t h e  f o i b l e s  o f  t h e  
P u r i t a n s  and o t h e r  Ref or m s e c t s  d u r i n g  h i s  e a r l y  and 
m i d d l e  p l a y w r i t i n g  y e a r s ,  b u t  he v i r t u a l l y  i g n o r e d  t h e  
more  p o p u l a r l y  d e s p i s e d  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p ,  The Roman 
C a t h o l i c s .  Hi s  f i r s t  and o n l y  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  t h e m,  A 
Game a t  C h e s s , wh i c h  o p e n e d  a t  t h e  Gl obe  T h e a t r e  i n  1 6 2 4 ,  
i s  b o t h  a p o l i t i c a l  and a r e l i g i o u s  s a t i r e  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  To 
t h e  J a c o b e a n  E n g l i s h  c i t i z e n s ,  " S p a n i s h , "  C a t h o l i c , "  and 
" enemy"  had become s y n o n o my o u s .  T h e i r  h a t r e d  f o r  S p a n i s h  
C a t h o l i c s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  a l l e g e d  p l a n s  f o r  w o r l d  d o m i n i o n ,  
i s  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  h a t r e d  Ame r i c a n s  f e l t  f o r  " g o d l e s s "  
Communi s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s .  The i s s u e s  we n t  f a r  be y o n d  
a r g u me n t  o v e r  r e l i g i o u s  dogma;  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r u l y  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  C a t h o l i c  S p a i n  wa n t e d  t o  d e s t r o y  o r  d o m i n a t e  t he m.
A Game a t  Ch e s s  a p p e a r e d  a m i d s t  an o u t b r e a k  of  
n a t i o n a l  j i n g o i s m ,  and b e c a u s e  i t  so u t t e r l y  r e f l e c t e d
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p o p u l a r  o p i n i o n ,  i t  became t h e  mo s t  s u c c e s s f u l  p l a y  of
i t s  p e r i o d .  J ohn  C h a m b e r l a i n  w r o t e  t h a t  i t  was
" f r e q u e n t e d  by a l l  s o r t s  o f  p e o p l e  o l d  and y o u n g e ,  r i c h
and p o o r e ,  m a s t e r s  and  s e r v a n t s ,  p a p i s t s  and P u r i t a n s ,
27w i s e  men,  e t  c t . ,  c h u r c h me n  and s t a t e s m e n . "
The p l a y  i s  mor e  t h a n  a s i m p l e  d i a t r i b e  a g a i n s t  an 
a l i e n  f o r c e  wh i c h  t h e  c o u n t r y  u n i f o r m l y  d e s p i s e d ,  f o r  A 
Game o f  C h e s s , d e s p i t e  i t s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  J ame s  a s  a d e v o u t  
and  p e r f e c t  r u l e r ,  a l s o  s l a n d e r e d  t o  some e x t e n t  t h e  k i n g  
a nd  h i s  f o r e i g n ,  d o m e s t i c  and r e l i g i o u s  p o l i c i e s .  T e n s i o n  
was  r i s i n g  b e t we e n  t h e  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n  and t h e  k i n g ,  who 
was  f o r c i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h .  Many o f  J a me s '  
s u b j e c t s  had be gun  t o  d i s t r u s t  and d i s l i k e  hi m b e c a u s e  
he d e s i r e d  p e a c e  w i t h  S p a i n ,  E n g l a n d ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  enemy.
He a l s o  had a l i e n a t e d  many by r e p l a c i n g  C a l v i n i s m  w i t h  
A r m i n i a n  t h e o l o g y  i n  Ch u r c h  d o c t r i n e ,  t h u s  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  P u r i t a n s )  d r a w i n g  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Ch u r c h  t o w a r d  a r e i n ­
s t a t e m e n t  o f  Roman C a t h o l i c  d o c t r i n e s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h i s  
a u t o c r a t i c  t h e o r i e s  had made him seem t o  p r o c l a i m  h i m s e l f  
a d e i t y .  When he a t t e m p t e d  t o  a r r a n g e  a m a r r i a g e  b e t we e n  
h i s  s on  C h a r l e s ,  t h e  h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  and t h e  S p a n i s h  
i n f a n t a ,  he became e v e n  l e s s  p o p u l a r ,  and  when P r i n c e  
C h a r l e s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m S p a i n  w i t h o u t  a b r i d e ,  En g l a n d  
r e j o i c e d  a t  J a me s '  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  we l c ome d  t h e  p r i n c e  home
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w i t h  w i l d  j o y .
In t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  pi  a y ,  J . W. H a r p e r
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s c e n e :
The b e l l s  s o u n d e d  and t h e  c a n n o n s  r o a r e d  a we l c ome .  
The S t r a n d  was so c h o k e d  w i t h  p e o p l e  s h o u t i n g ,
" l o n g  l i v e  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  Wa l e s "  t h a t  t h e  r o y a l  
c a r i a g e  c o u l d  s c a r c e l y  p a s s .  We a l t h y  c i t i z e n s  
g a v e  b a n q u e t s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  f o r  a l l  c ome r s  and 
d e b t o r s  we r e  r e l e a s e d  f r om p r i s o n  by anonymous  
b e n e f a c t o r s  . . . and a t  S t .  P a u l ' s  an a n t h e m was 
s ung  f r om t h e  1 1 4 t h  P s a l m:  "When I s r a e l  came o u t
o f  t h e  h o u s e  o f  E g y p t , and t h e  home o f  J a c o b  f r om 
a mo n g s t  t h e  b a r b a r o u s  p e o p l e . "28
Wh i l e  t h e  p l a y  o n l y  o b l i q u e l y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  m a r r i a g e  
n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  i t  d o e s  c a p i t a l i z e  upon t h e  E n g l i s h  h a t r e d  
f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  wh i c h  e s c a l a t e d  as  a r e s u l t  o f  t hem.
Upon t h e  r e t u r n  o f  C h a r l e s  and Bu c k i n g h a m,  r u mo r s  a b o u t  
S p a n i s h  i m p r o p r i e t y  s e t t l e d  t h i c k l y  a r o u n d  Lo n d o n ,  r umor s  
wh i c h  M i d d l e t o n  u s e d  t o  r i d i c u l e  and v i t i a t e  t h e  S p a n i s h  
C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  p l a y g o e r s .  S i n c e  
t h e  p l a y e r s  knew t h a t  A Game a t  Ch e s s  woul d  me e t  w i t h  
r o y a l  d i s a p p r o v a l ,  t h e y  o p e n e d  when J ame s  was o u t  o f  Lo n ­
d o n ,  and t h e y  g a v e  i t  t h e  f i r s t  l o n g  r un  i n  h i s t o r y .  Al l  
new p l a y s  b e f o r e  t h i s  had b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  r e p e r t o r y
and p l a y e d  a l t e r n a t e l y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s ,  b u t  A Game
29a t  Ch e s s  r a n  f o r  n i n e  c o n s e c u t i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  b e f o r e  
t h e  k i n g  r e t u r n e d  t o  London and c o mp l i e d  w i t h  t h e  S p a n i s h  
A m b a s s a d o r ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  c l o s e  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  c e n s u r e  t h e
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p l a y e r s ,  and ban f u t u r e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  o f  t h e  p l a y .  How 
i t  became l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  i s  a m y s t e r y ,  b u t  
p e r h a p s  P u r i t a n  c i t y  f a t h e r s ,  o r  even  Lor d  Buc k i ngha m 
h i m s e l f ,  who by t h i s  t i me  had t u r n e d  h i s  v i c i o u s  s i d e  
t o wa r d  t h e  S p a n i s h ,  i n t e r v e n e d  on t h e  p l a y e r s 1 b e h a l f  t o  
s e e  t h a t  i t  was a p p r o v e d  by t h e  M a s t e r  o f  R e v e l s .
To e x t r i c a t e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  f r om t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i m p l i ­
c a t i o n s  i n  A Game a t  Ch e s s  s eems  i m p o s s i b l e ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
M i d d l e t o n ' s  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  Roman C a t h o l i c s  c a n  be i d e n t i ­
f i e d  i n  t h e  p l a y .  A l o n g  p a r a d e  o f  c r i t i c s  ha ve  a l r e a d y  
d i s s e c t e d  and a n a l y z e d  t h e  p l a y ;  many a g r e e  t h a t  mo s t  o f  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  b a s e d  upon c o n t e m p o r a r y  r e l i g i o u s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  o r  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s .  Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  Whi t e  Ki ng p r e s u m a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  
J ames  I ;  t h e  Whi t e  K n i g h t ,  P r i n c e  C h a r l e s ;  and  t h e  Whi t e  
Duke ,  t h e  Duke o f  Bu c k i n g h a m.  The Whi t e  B i s h o p  r e p r e s e n t s  
A r c h b i s h o p  A b b o t ;  t h e  Wh i t e  Queen s t a n d s  f o r  t h e  Chur c h  
o f  E n g l a n d .  In t h e  B l a c k  Ho u s e ,  t h e  Bl a c k  Ki ng r e p r e s e n t s  
P h i l i p  IV o f  S p a i n ;  t h e  B l a c k  Qu e e n ,  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h ;  t h e  B l a c k  Duke ,  P h i l i p ' s  M i n i s t e r  O l i v a r e s ;  t h e  
B l a c k  B i s h o p ,  t h e  F a t h e r  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  J e s u i t s .  The 
B l a c k  K n i g h t ,  a c a r i c a t u r e  o f  t h e  ne wl y  r e p l a c e d  S p a n i s h  
Amb a s s a d o r  t o  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  Duke o f  Gondomar ,  r e p r e s e n t s  
one o f  t h e  mo s t  d e s p i s e d  men i n  London .  The Duke was
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v i l l i f i e d  f o r  h i s  a l l e g e d  power  o v e r  J ame s  and f o r  h i s
r o l e  i n  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  S i r  W a l t e r  R a l e i g h ,  one  o f  t h e
d a r l i n g s  o f  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e .  The v i l l a i n  o f  t h e  p l a y ,
he h a t c h e s  i n t r i g u e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Whi t e  House and b o a s t s
a b o u t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  and d e c e i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o
d e s t r o y  En g l a n d  and f u r t h e r  t h e  S p a n i s h  goa l  o f  wo r l d
d o mi n i o n .  The a c t o r  who p l a y e d  Gondomar  " c o u n t e r - f e i t e d
30h i s  p e r s o n  t o  t h e  l i f e ,  w i t h  a l l  h i s  g r a c e s  and f a c e s , "  
w e a r i n g  an o l d  s u i t  o f  h i s  and r i d i n g  i n  a l i t t e r  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  one  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r  was f o r c e d  t o  empl oy  b e c a u s e  
o f  h i s  p h y s i c a l  i n f i r m i t y ,  a f i s t u l a .
The F a t  B i s h o p  i s  a c a r i c a t u r e  o f  Marco A n t o n i o  
D o mi n i s ,  t h e  f o r m e r  A r c h b i s h o p  o f  S p a l t r o .  He c o n v e r t e d  
f r om Roman C a t h o l i c i s m  t o  A n g l i c a n i s m  i n  o r d e r  
t o  e n j o y  p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f r om J a me s ,  b u t  when he 
was o f f e r e d  a d v a n c e m e n t  f r om Rome,  he r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  Ch u r c h  i n  1622.  The E n g l i s h  p u b l i c  f o u n d  him 
an o d i o u s  c r e a t u r e ,  p a r t i a l l y  f o r  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  v a c i l ­
l a t i o n s ,  p a r t l y  f o r  h i s  s e v e r e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  p a t i e n t s  when 
he was M a s t e r  a t  t h e  E n g l i s h  H o s p i t a l  o f  t h e  S a v o y .  He
s t o o d  i n  t h e  mi nds  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  p e o p l e  a s  a s e l f - s e r v i n g ,
31r e l i g i o u s  h y p o c r i t e .
The p l a y  i s  f u l l  o f  p o p u l a r  c l i c h e s  a b o u t  t h e  o u t ­
r a g e s  and i d o l o t r i e s  c o mmi t t e d  by Roman C a t h o l i c s .
Mi d d l e t o n  p r o b a b l y  dr ew e x t e n s i v e l y  upon t h e  l a r g e  s e l e c t ­
i o n  o f  a n t i - C a t h o l i c / a n t i - S p a n i s h  p r o p o g a n d a  wh i c h  was 
c o n s t a n t l y  c i r c u l a t i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  London d u r i n g  J a me s '  
r e i g n .  Th e s e  b r o a d s i d e s  and p a m p h l e t s  " e x p o s e d "  a l l  
t h e  v i c e s  and s i n s  s u p o s e d l y  c o mmi t t e d  by C a t h o l i c s  as  
we l l  as  e n u m e r a t e d  t h e  h e r e t i c a l  b e l i e f s  and p r a c t i c e s  
o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n  i t s e l f .  M i d d l e t o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  l e a d  o f  
t h e s e  p r o p a g a n d i z e r s , s a t i r i z i n g  C a t h o l i c  d o c t r i n e s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  b e l i e f  i n  a p r i e s t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  a b s o l v e  
s i n .  The F a t  B i s h o p  a c t u a l l y  has  a book wh i c h  c o n t a i n s  
a s y s t e m i z e d  l i s t  o f  v a r i o u s  s i n s  and t h e  p r i c e  one  mus t  
pay  t o  be p a r d o n e d  f r om t h e m:
Bl .  Kn . :  ( Re a d s )  ' F o r  w i l f u l  mu r d e r  t h i r t e e n
pound f o u r  s h i l l i n g s  
And s i x p e n c e ' - - T h a t ' s r e a s o n a b l e  
c h e a p - - ' F o r  k i 1 1 i ng ,
K i l l i n g ,  k i l l i n g ,  k i l l i n g ,  k i l l i n g ,  
k i l l i n g '  —
Why t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  b u t  k i l l i n g ,  
B i s h o p ,  o f  t h i s  s i d e .
F a t  B i s h o p :  Tur n  t h e  s h e e t  o v e r ,  you s h a l l
f i n d  a d u l t e r y  
And o t h e r  t r i v i a l  s i n s ,
B l ,  Kn . :  A d u l t e r y ?  Oh,  I ' m i n  ' t  n o w . - -
( Re a d s )  ' F o r  a d u l t e r y  a c o u p l e
Of s h i l l i n g s ,  and f o r  f o r n i c a t i o n  
f i  v e p e n c e . ’
Ma s s ,  t h o s e  a r e  two good p e n n y wo r t h s  
I c a n n o t  
See  how a man can mend h i m s e l f ,
( I V , i i , 8 9 - 1 0 0 )
The B l a c k  K n i g h t ' s  Pawn f i n d  h i m s e l f  i n  an agony
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o f  g u i l t  b e c a u s e  he ha s  c o mmi t t e d  a s i n  f o r  wh i c h  no p a y ­
me n t  ha s  be e n  e s t a b l i  s h e d - - h e  has  g e l d e d  t h e  Wh i t e  B i s h o p ' s  
Pawn.  He s e a r c h e s  a b o u t  f o r  s o me o n e ,  a n y o n e  t o  a b s o l v e  
h i m,  and f i n a l l y ,  on t h e  a d v i c e  of  t h e  F a t  B i s h o p ,  r e s o l v e s  
t o  k i l l  h i s  v i c t i m  so t h a t  he can  s i m p l y  pay  t h e  " t h i r t e e n  
pound,  f o u r  s h i l l i n g s "  f o r  " w i l f u l  mu r d e r "  and be done  
w i t h  i t .
N a t u r a l l y  s i n c e  s i n  i s  so e a s i l y  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h ,  
M i d d l e t o n ' s  B l a c k  Hous e  ha s  no c o mp u n c t i o n  t o  be v i r t u o u s ,  
and t h e  member s  h a v e  l o s t  a l l  s e n s e  o f  mor a l  s t a n d a r d s .
The  B l a c k  K n i g h t ,  a c t u a l l y  p r o u d  o f  h i s  l o n g  l i s t  o f  
h e i n o u s  d e e d s ,  c h i d e s  t h e  B l a c k  K n i g h t ' s  Pawn f o r  b e i n g  
so q u e a s y  o v e r  s u c h  a l i t t l e  s i n  a s  g e l d i n g  a man.  He 
r e a d i l y  a d m i t s  t h a t  C a t h o l i c s  a r e  no s t r a n g e r s  t o  g l u t t o n y ,  
a m b i t i o n ,  d i s s e m b l i n g ,  and l e c h e r y ,  a s  we l l  a s  more  
s e r i o u s  t r a n s g r e s s i o n .
L e c h e r y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  v i c e  mo s t  a mu s i n g  t o  
mock,  and a s  i n  h i s  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  M i d d l e t o n  
makes  t h e  mo s t  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c s '  s u p p o s e d  p r o c l i v i t y  f o r  
c a r n a l i t y .  Wh i l e  t h e  member s  o f  t h e  Wh i t e  House  a v o i d  
s e x ,  t h e  B l a c k  Hous e  i s  f u l l  o f  c a s u a l  l u s t ,  M i d d l e t o n  
c o u l d  n o t  l e t  s l i p  by some o f  t h e  h o r r i b l e  a c c o u n t s  o f  
nuns  i n  f r e q u e n t  ne e d  o f  a g e n t s  t o  a b o r t  u n b o r n  c h i l d r e n  
( I , i  , 2 1 7 )  o r  t h e  " s i x  t h o u s a n d  i n f a n t s '  h e a d s  f o u n d  i n
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a f i s h p o n d "  a t  t h e  r u i n s  o f  a n u n n e r y  ( V , i i i , 1 2 9 ) .  Most  
o f  t h e  p l a y ' s  a c t i o n  c e n t e r s  a r o u n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  p l o t s  t h e  
Bl a c k  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn u s e s  t o  s e d u c e  t h e  Whi t e  Q u e e n ' s  Pawn,  
and when s h e  r e s i s t s  h i m,  h i s  s c h e me s  t o  t a k e  h e r  by f o r c e .  
The member s  o f  t h e  B l a c k  House a l s o  u s e  s e x  as  a weapon 
as  we l l  as  a s o u r c e  o f  p l e a s u r e .  The Bl a c k  Q u e e n ' s  Pawn,  
a n g r y  w i t h  t h e  B l a c k  B i s h o p  f o r  s e d u c i n g  h e r  n i e c e ,  i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  bed w i t h  him i n  o r d e r  t o  e x p o s e  and b e t r a y  h i m,  
and t h e  B l a c k  Ki ng ( P h i l i p  IV) e x p r e s s e s  h i s  " l u s t "  f o r  
power  o v e r  t h e  Wh i t e  Queen ( The  Ch u r c h  o f  En g l a n d )  i n  
s e x u a l  t e r ms  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Bl a c k  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn:
" Th e s e  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  t o  r e q u i r e  you by t h e  b u r n i n g  a f f e c ­
t i o n  I b e a r  t o  t h e  r a p e  o f  d e v o t i o n ,  t h a t  s p e e d i l y  upon 
t h e  s u r p r i s a l  o f  h e r ,  by a l l  w a t c h f u l  a d v a n t a g e  you make 
some a t t e m p t  upon t h e  Whi t e  Q u e e n ' s  p e r s o n ,  whos e  f a l l  
o r  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o u r  l u s t  mo s t  v i o l e n t l y  r a g e s  f o r . "
( I I , i , 2 0 - 4 )
D e s p i t e  t h e i r  e a s y  c a r n a l i t y ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c s  o f  t h e  
B l a c k  House  c l i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  n o t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o p e r  
r o l e s  o f  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s .  Wh i l e  t h e  C a l v i n i s t s  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  s e x  c o u l d  s e r v e  as  a s o u r c e  o f  c o m f o r t  and j o y  b e t we e n  
s p o u s e s ,  many C a t h o l i c s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  b e l i e v e d  i t  a n e c e s ­
s a r y  e v i l  t o  be u s e d  o n l y  f o r  p r o c r e a t i o n .  To t h e m,  l u s t  
f o r  o n e ' s  own m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r  was as  much o f  a s i n  as
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l u s t  f o r  a n y o n e ,  and  t h e  Bl a c k  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn l e c t u r e s  t h e  
Whi t e  Q u e e n ' s  Pawn when s h e  g i v e s  up t h e  i d e a  o f  m a r r y i n g  
t h e  Wh i t e  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn a f t e r  s h e  d i s c o v e r s  he c a n n o t  
f u n c t i o n  as  a s e x u a l  p a r t n e r :  " I t  s eems  you r e f u s e d  him
f o r  d e f e c t : /  T h e r e i n  you s t a n d  n o t  p u r e  f r om t h e  d e s i r e /  
Th a t  o t h e r  women h a v e  i n  e n d s  o f  m a r r i a g e . "  ( I ,  i ,  1 6 5 - 7 )  
Th e s e  wor ds  a r e  n o t  s p o k e n  i n  c o m p l e t e  s i n c e r i t y ,  h o we v e r .  
The B l a c k  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn p a l p a b l y  l u s t s  f o r  t h e  Whi t e  
Q u e e n ' s  Pawn,  u s i n g  e v e r y  d e v i c e  he can t o  s e d u c e  h e r .
M i d d l e t o n ,  l i k e  a l l  o r t h o d o x  E n g l i s h m e n ,  u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  C a t h o l i c i s m  s p r a n g  f r om a m a r r i a g e  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
and p a g a n i s m ,  and he mocks  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  s u p e r s t i t i o n  and 
" i d o l o t r y "  i n h e r e n t  w i t h i n  i t .  He g i v e s  s e v e r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  
s p e e c h e s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  p a g a n  g o d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l u s t .  He a l s o  mocks  t h e  
o r n a me n t  and r i t u a l  u s e d  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  mass  wh i c h  C a l ­
v i n i s t s  b e l i e v e d  o b f u s c a t e s  t r u e  w o r s h i p .  The i n a b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  member s  o f  t h e  B l a c k  H o u s e ' s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  paga n  
s u p e r s t i t i o n  f r om C h r i s t i a n  " t r u t h s "  p r e s e n t s  one  r e a s o n  
why t h e s e  member s  a r e  so s p i r i t u a l l y  i n c o m p e t e n t .
Whi l e  a l l  t h i s  mo c k e r y  o f  Roman C a t h o l i c  i d o l o t r y  
and s i n f u l n e s s  i s  b i t t e r  enough  i n  t o n e ,  M i d d l e t o n  d i r e c t s  
e ven  s t r o n g e r  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  
r e l i g i o n .  The J e s u i t s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  s i n g l e  mos t  d e s p i s e d
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r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p  i n  En g l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  and
J a c o b e a n  p e r i o d s ,  we r e  r a d i c a l  C a t h o l i c s  who came t o
En g l a n d  a s  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  wi n  c o n v e r t s ,  i n f l a m e  t h e
C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and e n c o u r a g e  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e
E n g l i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  I g n a t i u s  L o y o l a ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e
J e s u i t  Or de r ,  compl  a i n s  i n  t h e  i n d u c t i o n  t o  A Game a t  Che s s
t h a t  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  h a v e  f a i l e d  hi m b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  n o t
s p r e a d  h i s  h e r e s i e s  we l l  enough  t h r o u g h o u t  E n g l a n d :
I t h o u g h t  t h e y ' d  s p r e a d  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  by t h i s  t i m e .  
C o v e r e d  t h e  e a r t h ' s  f a c e  and made d a r k  t h e  l a n d  
L i k e  t h e  E g y p t i a n  g r a s s h o p p e r s .
H e r e ' s  t o o  much l i g h t  a p p e a r s  s h o t  f r om t h e  e y e s  
Of  t r u t h  and g o o d n e s s  n e v e r  y e t  d e f l o w e r e d .  ( I , i , 6 - 1 0 )
M i d d l e t o n  l a t e r  ma ke s  much o f  t h e  J e s u i t s '  p o l i c y  o f
e q u i v o c a t i o n  and  a s s i g n s  t hem p r i d e  i n  good C a t h o l i c s '
a b i l i t y  t o  d i s s e m b l e .  The B l a c k  K n i g h t  e v e n  c a l l s  i t  t h e
" p r i me  vi  r t u e . "
The J e s u i t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  o n l y  a g e n t s  o f  S p a i n  and 
t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h ,  wh i c h  s e e k s  t o  o v e r p o w e r  o r  
s u b v e r t  E n g l a n d  and  h e r  C h u r c h ,  t h e  d e f e n d e r  o f  t h e  t r u e  
f a i t h .  The c r u e l l y  s e x u a l  t e r ms  t h e  Bl a c k  Ki ng u s e s  i n  
h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  B l a c k  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
" p r o s t i t u t i o n "  o f  t h e  Wh i t e  Queen h i s  " l u s t  mo s t  v i o l e n t l y  
r a g e s  f o r , "  e x p o s e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  e v i l  i n h e r e n t  w i t h i n  
C a t h o l i c  S p a i n ' s  d e s i g n s  upon E n g l a n d .
Wi t h  a l l  t h e s e  v i c e s ,  no wo n d e r  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e
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Bl a c k  Hous e  i s  bound  f o r  h e l l  by t h e  end o f  t h e  p l a y .  But  
M i d d l e t o n ,  n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  m e r e l y  p l a c i n g  S p a n i s h  C a t h o ­
l i c s  i n  h e l l  t o  b u r n  as  u n r e p e n t a n t  s i n n e r s ,  h i n t s  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  i n  l e a g u e  w i t h  S a t a n  h i m s e l f ,  h a v i n g  gone  so f a r  
a s  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  mar k  o f  t h e  B e a s t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Book 
o f  R e v e l a t i o n .  The Whi t e  Ki ng s a y s  t h e  Bl a c k  House  p r i n c e s  
ha v e  " p e r d i t i o n - b r a n d e d  f o r e h e a d s , "  ( V , i i i , 8 3 )  and t h e  
B l a c k  K n i g h t ' s  Pawn r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  d i s g u i s e d  B l a c k  B i s h o p ' s  
Pawn "by t h e  C a t h o l i c a l  mar k you we a r  a b o u t  y o u , /  The mar k 
a b o v e  y o u r  f o r e h e a d . "  ( v , i , 1 6 - 7 )
S p a n i s h  C a t h o l i c s  we r e  n a t u r a l l y  o u t r a g e d  by t h i s  
i r r e v e r e n t  mo c k e r y  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  and t h e i r  c o u n t r y ,  
and t h e  S p a n i s h  Amb a s s a d o r  Don C a r l o s  c o m p l a i n e d  b i t t e r l y  
t o  J ames  a b o u t  t h e  p l a y ' s  e f f e c t  on E n g l i s h  c i t i z e n s :
" T h e r e  was s u c h  m e r r i m e n t ,  hubbub  and a p p l a u s e  t h a t  e ve n
i f  I had be e n  many l e a g u e s  away i t  wou l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n
32p o s s i b l e  f o r  me n o t  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  n o t i c e  o f  i t . "  Hi s
r a g e  and f e a r  a t  t h e  p l a y ' s  r e c e p t i o n  can  be s e e n  i n  a
l e t t e r  he w r o t e  t o  t h e  Co u n t - Du k e  o f  O l i v a r e s :
Du r i n g  t h e s e  l a s t  f o u r  d a y s  more  t h a n  1 2 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  
h a v e  a l l  h e a r d  t h e  p l a y  o f  A Game At  C h e s s . . . .
Al l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  come o u t  o f  t h e  t h e a t r e  s o  i n f l a m e d  
a g a i n s t  S p a i n  t h a t ,  a s  a f ew C a t h o l i c s  h a v e  t o l d  
me who we n t  s e c r e t l y  t o  s e e  t h e  p l a y ,  my p e r s o n  
woul d  n o t  be s a f e  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s ;  o t h e r s  h a v e  
a d v i s e d  me t o  k e e p  t o  mv h o u s e  w i t h  a good g u a r d ,  
and  t h i s  i s  b e i n g  d o n e .
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J a me s ,  none  t o o  p l e a s e d  h i m s e l f ,  o r d e r e d  h i s  P r i v y  C o u n c i l  
t o  ban a l l  f u t u r e  p e r f o r m a n c e s  and a r r a i g n  t h e  p l a y e r s  
and a u t h o r  on t h e  t e c h n i c a l  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e y  had b r o k e n  
t h e  l aw i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a C h r i s t i a n  k i n g  on s t a g e .  Mi d ­
d l e t o n ' s  a r r e s t  was  o r d e r e d ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  he a c t u a l l y  
s e r v e d  a ny  t i m e  i n  p r i s o n  i s  unknown.  I f  he d i d ,  h i s  
s t a y  was b r i e f .  Wh a t e v e r  t h e  o u t c o me ,  A Game a t  Ches s  
ma r k e d  t h e  end o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o u s  
g r o u p s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  end o f  h i s  p l a y w r i t i n g  c a r e e r  
a l t o g e t h e r .  I f  he d i d  p i c k  up h i s  pen  a f t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  
i t  was  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  h o p e l e s s l y  d a r k ,  S u p r a l a p s a r i a n  w o r l d  
o f  Women Be wa r e  Women ( 1 6 2 0 - 7 ) .
Be c a u s e  M i d d l e t o n ' s  t h e o l o g i c a l  l e a n i n g s  we r e  
C a l v i n i s t i c ,  a l l  h i s  p l a y s  wh i c h  t r e a t  r e l i g i o n s  and 
c u l t s  r e f l e c t  h i s  C h r i s t i a n  b i a s e s .  The n e x t  c h a p t e r  
e x p l o r e s  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  a n o t h e r  p o p u l a r  R e n a i s s a n c e  
" r e l i g i o n , "  t h e  c o d e  o f  h o n o r ,  wh i c h  had b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  
s a c r e d  by k n i g h t s  and nob l e me n  s i n c e  t h e  m e d i e v a l  p e r i o d .  
Wh i l e  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  e x t o l l e d  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  
i d e a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g  
c a r e e r ,  he l i m i t e d  h i s  p r a i s e  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  
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CHAPTER THREE
HONOR AND IDOLATRY:
The Remant s  o f  C h i v a l r y
C h i v a l r y  a s  we know i t  t o d a y  has  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  
s p i r i t u a l  c o n c e r n s ,  b u t  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e  n o b l e ma n ,  s t e e p e d  
i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  k n i g h t  e r r a n t r y  and t h e  v e n e r a b l e  
s y s t e m  o f  h o n o r  was i n f l u e n c e d  s p i r i t u a l l y  as  we l l  as  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  by t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c o d e .  He c l u n g  t o  i t s  
p r e c e p t s  t e n a c i o u s l y  and f e r v e n t l y ,  a c c e p t i n g  t hem as  
u l t i m a t e  t r u t h s  as  s u r e l y  as  he a c c e p t e d  b a s i c  C h r i s t i a n  
c o n v e n t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  many o f  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  c h i v a l r i c  h o n o r  
we r e  b a s e d  upon C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e s ,  o t h e r s  we r e  b o r r o we d  
f r om o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i e s  and r e l i g i o n s ,  and some o f  t h e s e  
d i r e c t l y  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e t h i c .  S t i l l ,  t h e  
R e n a i s s a n c e  n o b l e ma n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  d i c t a t e s  
s a c r e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  d i v i n e l y  j u s t i f i e d .  At  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t  
t h e y  i mp o s e d  s u c h  s t r o n g  s o c i a l  demands  t h a t  a t  t i m e s  he 
f e l t  i m p e l l e d  t o  f o l l o w  t hem e ve n  when t h e y  we r e  a n t i t h e ­
t i c a l  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  C h r i s t  and Hi s  Ch u r c h .  Whe ne ve r  
he was f o r c e d  t o  c h o o s e  b e t we e n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  one  t o  
t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  s c r u p u l o u s  C h r i s t i a n  
a r i s t o c r a t  o r  g e n t l e m e n  was  f a c e d  w i t h  a s o c i a l ,  m o r a l ,
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and s p i r i t u a l  d i l e mma  t h a t  b u r d e n e d  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  and h i s  
s o u l  .
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  i d e a l  gr ew f r om two 
a n c i e n t  Eu r o p e a n  s o u r c e s ,  v a s s a l a g e  and r e l i g i o n ,  b o t h  o f  
wh i c h  we r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  b a s i c  e x i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  Dar k and 
e a r l y  Mi d d l e  Age s .  In t h i s  u n c i v i l i z e d  p e r i o d ,  men ba nde d  
t o g e t h e r  i n  t r i b e s ,  and u n d e r  t h e  r u l e s  o f  v a s s a l a g e ,  s wo r e  
a l 1 e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  1 e a d e r , p i e d g i n g  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  and t h e i r  
l i v e s  t o  p r o t e c t  him and t h e  o t h e r  t r i b e  me mbe r s .  Be c a u s e  
t h e s e  v a r i o u s  Ge r ma n i c  ba nds  o f  b a r b a r i a n s  e a r n e d  t h e i r  
l i v i n g  by mu r d e r  and p l u n d e r ,  w a r r i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  
t h e  mo s t  n e g l i g i b l e  o f  r e a s o n s ,  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  d e p e n d e d  
upon t r i b a l  u n i t y  and  t h e  f i e r c e  l o y a l t y  t h a t  f o s t e r e d  
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  l e a d e r .  U n t i l  t h e  s e v e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  " c e r e mo n y "  b i n d i n g  k n i g h t s  ( o r  " c h e v e l i e r s "  i n  
F r a n c e )  t o  t h e i r  l o r d s  was o n l y  a p e r s o n a l  o a t h  o f  l o y a l t y ,  
b u t  g r a d u a l l y  r i t u a l  was a d d e d ,  and a s  t h e  s e t t l i n g  e f f e c t s  
o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  b e g a n  t o  a l t e r  t h e  way o f  l i f e ,  s u c h  n o t i o n s  
a s  l a n d  g r a n t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a p r o mi s e  o f  f e a l t y  became 
de r i g u e u r . By t h e  end o f  t h e  e i g h t h  c e n t u r y  an i n t r i c a t e  
s y s t e m o f  v a s s a l a g e  o p e r a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  Eu r o p e  and had 
be gun  t o  s h a p e  a c o mp l e x  s o c i e t y  b a s e d  more  and more  upon 
an a g r i c u l t u r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a noma d i c  l i f e s t y l e ,
Ki ngs  and c o u n t r i e s  we r e  l i t t l e  r e g a r d e d  by mos t
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p e o p l e  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  a l t h o u g h  g r e a t  
l o r d s  o f t e n  s wo r e  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e i r  k i n g  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  
l a r g e  l a n d  g r a n t s .  In t u r n ,  t h e  l o r d s  o f t e n  a wa r d e d  t h e i r  
b r a v e s t  and mo s t  l o y a l  k n i g h t s  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  i n  e x c h a n g e  
f o r  t h e i r  v a l o r .  Some k n i g h t s ,  h a v i n g  a ma s s e d  huge  l a n d  
h o l d i n g s ,  e mpl oye d  s e r f s  t o  l i v e  on t h e i r  e s t a t e s  and f a r m 
t h e  l a n d .  L a t e r ,  when p e a c e  came mor e  f r e q u e n t l y  and 
r e g u l a r l y ,  t h e y  l a i d  a s i d e  t h e i r  s w o r d s ,  and t a k i n g  an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  f i e f d o m s ,  l e a r n e d  t o  d i s p e n s e  j u s t i c e  
as  c i v i c  l e a d e r s  and m a g i s t r a t e s .  By t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
when f e u d a l i s m  was we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  
b e t we e n  k n i g h t s  and n o b l e s  b l u r r e d .  The w a r r i o r s  t o o k  on 
s o c i a l  p r e t e n t i o n s ,  a t t a c h i n g  t i t l e s  o f  n o b i l i t y  t o  t h e i r  
names  and a d o p t i n g  e l i t i s t  a t t i t u d e s  a b o u t  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  
t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e .
Y e t ,  k n i g h t s  r e m a i n e d  u n c i v i l i z e d  by c o u r t l y  o r  
Ch ur c h  s t a n d a r d s ,  f o r  t h e y  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  on 
b l o o d s h e d .  They n o t  o n l y  f e u d e d  among t h e m s e l v e s  and 
a g a i n s t  o t h e r  l o r d s  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e i r  own,  b u t  t h e y  
a l s o  became n o t o r i o u s  s c o u r g e s  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n r y .  T r a v e l i n g  
i n  b a n d s ,  t h e y  r o b b e d  and p i l l a g e d  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s ,  n o t  
s p a r i n g  e v e n  m o n a s t e r i e s  and b i s h o p r i c s .  The Chur c h  
n a t u r a l l y  c a s t  a b o u t  f o r  a way t o  c h a n n e l  t h e  e x p l o s i v e  
e n e r g y  o f  t h e s e  p o w e r f u l  r e n e g a d e s .  The C r u s a d e s  a n s we r e d
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t h e i r  n e e d s .
The F r e n c h  we r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  f i g h t  i n  t h a t  l o n g  
s e r i e s  o f  wa r s  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u r k s ,  b u t  s oon  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  
e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  C h u r c h ,  t o o k  up t h e  s a c r e d  b a n n e r s .  Pope 
Ur ban g a v e  w a r r i n g  k n i g h t s  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  b u r n i n g  i n  h e l l  
f o r  t h e i r  s i n s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  c o u n t r y me n  o r  r e d e e mi n g  t h e m­
s e l v e s  by r e c l a i m i n g  t h e  Hol y Land f o r  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  S i n c e  
t h e  Ch u r c h  n e e d e d  t o  b u i l d  a l a r g e  mi 1 i t a r y  f o r c e , i t  t o o k  
on t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c r e a t i n g  mor e  k n i g h t s ,  and s oon  
i t  became t h e  ma i n  i n s t i t u t i o n  c o n f e r r i n g  k n i g h t h o o d .  To 
make t h e  o f f i c e  seem more a t t r a c t i v e ,  t h e  k n i g h t i n g  c e r e mo n y  
d e v e l o p e d  as  an h i g h l y  e l a b o r a t e ,  p o e t i c  r i t u a l ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c o mmi t me n t .  The 
s t a t u s  o f  t h e  k n i g h t  c o n s e q u e n t l y  became more  e l e v a t e d .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  Chur c h  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a l l  w i l l i n g  c o me r s ,  
e ve n  p e a s a n t s ,  m i g h t  be k n i g h t e d  i f  t h e y  p o s e s s e d  g r e a t  
f a i t h  and m o r a l s ,  mo s t  k n i g h t s  s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l i n e a g e  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  a man and t h a t  o n l y  t h e  we l l  b r e d  
we r e  c a p a b l e  o f  t r u e  c h i v a l r i c  v i r t u e s .  S t i l l ,  s i n c e  t h e  
Chur c h  n e e d e d  many a b l e - b o d i e d  w a r r i o r s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  
a r d u o u s  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  Hol y La nd ,  i t  t e n d e d  t o  d i s r e g a r d  
c l a s s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i l l  t h e  r a n k s .  The Pope 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  k n i g h t s ,  w h e t h e r  b a s e - b o r n  o r  n o b l e ,  e x i s t e d  
on a r a r i f i e d  p l a n e  a p a r t  f r om c o n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  b e c a u s e
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t h e y  had d e d i c a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s e r v i c e  
p o s s i b l e :  t h e  s e r v i c e  of  God.  "The h i g h e s t  o r d e r  t h a t
God ha s  made and w i l l e d  i s  t h e  o r d e r  o f  C h i v a l r y , "  s t a t e d  
C h r e t i e n  de Tr oyes . "*
The k n i g h t s  became i d e n t i f i e d  as  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  b u l ­
war k  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f i d e l ,  and f r om t h i s  s e n s e  e v o l v e d  t r u e  
c h i v a l r y ,  when m y s t e r y  and r e l i g i o u s  a r d o r  gave  k n i g h t s  
a s e n s e  o f  p u r p o s e  and s p i r i t u a l i t y .  Wi t h i t  was b o r n  an 
h e r o i c  i d e a l :  g a l l a n t r y  and a c h i v a l r i c  code  t h a t  was t o
be m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  r o m a n t i c  i mage  o f  t h e  k n i g h t .  From t h e  
C r u s a d e s  o n ,  he woul d  a l wa y s  be s e e n  on h i s  g i l d e d  h o r s e ,  
b a n n e r s  f l u t t e r i n g ,  r i d i n g  o f f  t o  y e a r s  o f  s a c r i f i c e  and 
s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  C h r i s t e n d o m ,  and t h e  a u r a  whi ch  
s u r r o u n d e d  him became more  and more  i d e a l i z e d  as  t i me  
p a s s e d .
Du r i n g  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  e c o n o mi c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
t h e  huge  c o s t  o f  k n i g h t l y  r e g a l i a ,  and t h e  l o n g ,  m i s e r a b l e  
j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  C r u s a d e s  made many o f  t h e  l e s s  r e l i g i o u s l y -  
mi nde d  n o b l e s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  b e a r  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  be c omi ng  
k n i g h t s .  They be ga n  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a c l a s s ,  
a s s o c i a t i n g  w i t h  l a n d  ma na ge me n t  and c i v i c  a f f a i r s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  s o l d i e r i n g . Once a g a i n ,  k n i g h t h o o d  became a d i s t i n c t l y  
s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  and w h i l e  n o b l e s  may ha ve  c o n s i d e r e d  
t hem m e r e l y  g l o r i f i e d  w a r r i o r s ,  k n i g h t s  t h o u g h t  o f  t he m-
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s e l v e s  as  p a r t  o f  a s u p e r i o r  and g o d l y  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The
k n i g h t  who t o o k  h i s  vows s e r i o u s l y  l i v e d  a d i g n i f i e d  and
s o b e r  l i f e ,  d e d i c a t e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e ,  b u t
a l s o  t o  a c o d e  o f  e t h i c s  and b e h a v i o r  t h a t  s e t  him a p a r t
f r om t h e  b r u t a l i t y  o f  f e u d a l  s o c i e t y .  The t r u e  k n i g h t ,
h u mb l e ,  c o u r a g e o u s ,  and h o n o r a b l e ,  a l s o  was s c r u p u l o u s
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a b o u t  a v e n g i n g  i n s u l t s  t o  h i m s e l f  and h i s  f a m i l y .
As n a t i o n s  became more  c e n t r a l i z e d  and k n i g h t s  
became more  p l e n t i f u l ,  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  and p a t r o n a g e  
be ga n  t o  f a l l  t o  k i n g s  who n e e d e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  p r o t e c t  
t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  as  we l l  as  t o  f i g h t  t h e  i n f i d e l s .  Yo u t h s  
d e s i r i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  r a n k s  came t o  c o u r t  a t  a 
v e r y  e a r l y  age  t o  l e a r n  t h e  a r t  o f  war  and p r o p e r  k n i g h t l y  
b e h a v i o r .  N a t u r a l l y  t h e s e  young  men d e v e l o p e d  a f i e r c e  
l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  k i n g  and a t a s t e  f o r  r e f i n e m e n t ,  f o r  t h e y  
r a p i d l y  a s s i m i l a t e d  t h e  r a r i f i e d  ma n n e r s  and p h i l o s o p h i e s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t .  As t h i s  new b r e e d  o f  c o u r t i e r  
k n i g h t s  became more  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  s y mb o l i s m and a e s t h e t i c s ,  
t h e  r i t e s  o f  c h i v a l r y  became more  c o mp l e x ,  m y s t i c a l  and 
o r n a m e n t a l ,  and  t h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  f u r t h e r  e l e v a t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  t h e  k n i g h t  and a s s o c i a t e d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  g r e a t  
p a g e n t r y  and d i s p l a y .
By t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  C r u s a d e s  we r e  e n d i n g ,  
and new me t h o d s  o f  E u r o p e a n  w a r f a r e  made t h e  c u mbe r s ome ,
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h e a v i l y  moun t e d  k n i g h t  o b s o l e t e  on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d .  K n i g h t s  
who wi s h e d  t o  r e ma i n  s o l d i e r s  a d a p t e d  t o  moder n  me t h o d s  o f  
w a r f a r e ,  b u t  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  r o ma n c e ,  m y s t i c i s m ,  and 
g a l l a n t  code  o f  b e h a v i o r  t h a t  had d e f i n e d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  
t h e  o l d  C r u s a d e r s  l i n g e r e d  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s ,  K i n g s ,  t o o ,  
h u n g e r e d  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i z e d  and b e a u t i f u l  r i t u a l s  t h e y  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  A r t h u r a n  r o ma n c e s ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e  f i c t i o n  t h e y  
f o u n d  i n  s u c h  t a l e s  became c o n f u s e d  w i t h  h i s t o r y ,  t h e y  
b e l i e v e d  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  i d e a l  c o u l d  be r e c a p t u r e d .  Many 
k i n g s  we n t  so f a r  as  t o  t r y  t o  d u p l i c a t e  t h e  i m p o s s i b l y  
l a v i s h  c o u r t s  o f  g i l d e d  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  whe r e  e l e g a n t ,  
e l a b o r a t e  r u l e s  g o v e r n e d  b e h a v i o r  i n  e v e r y  p o i n t  f r om t h e  
p r o p e r  way t o  woo a l a d y  t o  how t o  pay homage t o  t h e  
mo n a r c h .  At  some o f  t h e s e  e x t r a v a g a n t  p a l a c e s ,  k i n g s  
s p o n s o r e d  r o m a n t i c ,  a l l e g o r i c a l  j o u s t i n g  t o u r n a m e n t s  whe r e  
b e j e w e l e d  l a d i e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  g o d d e s s e s  and k n i g h t s  o f  
n o b l e  d e c e n t  b a t t l e d  one a n o t h e r .  At  some o f  t h e s e  t o u r n a ­
m e n t s ,  t h e  j o u s t s  we r e  c a r e f u l l y  c h o r e o g r a p h e d ;  i n  o t h e r s ,  
h o we v e r ,  t h e  t i l t s  we r e  g e n u i n e  and d a n g e r o u s ,  and o f t e n  
d e a d l y .
A l t h o u g h  t h e y  we r e  d e s p i s e d  by t h e  Chur c h  as  " pa ga n  
i d o l o t r i e s , "  t h e s e  l a v i s h  d i s p l a y s  o f  mock war  r e ma i n e d  
h i g h l y  f a s h i o n a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  R e n a i s s a n c e .  The c o u r t  
o f  E l i z a b e t h  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  l o v e d  t hem b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e r v e d
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t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e  a u r a  o f  s a c r e d  m y s t i c i s m  whi c h  s u r r o u n d e d  
t h e  i d e a l  o f  t h e  V i r g i n  q u e e n .  L a t e r ,  h o we v e r ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e s e  j o u s t s  s e p a r a t e d  f r om t h e  d i s p l a y .  By t h e  
end o f  t h e  r e i g n  o f  J a me s  I ,  t wo s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  had e v o l v e d  f r om t h e  k n i g h t l y  t o u r n a m e n t s :  
t h e  p a g e a n t ,  b e l o v e d  by t h e  k i n g  and c o u r t ;  and t h e  d u e l ,  
i l l e g a l  b u t  p o p u l a r  among s o l d i e r s  and many o f  t h e  g e n t r y  
who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  k i n  t o  t h e  n o b l e ,  h o n o r a b l e  
k n i g h t s  o f  y o r e .
C l e a r l y ,  s e c u l a r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  moved c h i v a l r y  away 
f r om t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l i s m  wh i c h  had n o u r i s h e d  i t ,  b u t  i t  
n e v e r  was s e p a r a t e d  f r om t h e  s y mb o l i s m,  a r d o r ,  and s e n s e  
o f  m y s t e r y  t h a t  t h e  Ch ur c h  had i n s p i r e d .  I t  r e ma i n e d  
p e r m e a t e d  w i t h  a m y s t i c a l  a u r a  o f  d i v i n e  s t r e n g t h  and 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a s  we l l  a s  w i t h  an i n t e n s e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
b r e d  o f  c e n t u r i e s  o f  c o u r t l y  i n f l u e n c e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
many p e o p l e  came t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c ode  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s a c r e d  i d e a l ,  p r o p e r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  and r e v e r e d  
o n l y  by t h o s e  b o r n  o f  g e n t e e l  b l o o d ;  and s i n c e  t h e  u p p e r  
c l a s s e s  c l a i m e d  t h e  i d e a l  as  t h e i r  own,  o n c e  a g a i n  t h e  
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t we e n  n o b i l i t y  and c h i v a l r y  b l u r r e d .  Howe ve r ,  
h a v i n g  l o s t  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  me d i e v a l  Chur c h  and 
t h e  C r u s a d e s ,  c h i v a l r y  a l s o  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  i t s  r e l i g i o u s  
and p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  b e i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  r i t u a l
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whi ch  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  i d e a l  became e l e v a t e d  t o  f o r m t h e  
b a s i s  f o r  new i d e a l s  wh i c h  became as  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  
cons ummat e  g e n t l e m a n  as  C h r i s t i a n i t y  i t s e l f  was .  To h i m,  
t h e  s a c r e d  v i r t u e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  c o u r a g e ,  l o y a l t y ,  r a n k ,  c o n ­
d u c t  wh i c h  a c c o r d e d  w i t h  a p r e s c r i b e d  c ode  o f  b e h a v i o r ,  and a 
r e f i n e d  s e n s e  o f  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  In some 
r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  had come f u l l  c i r c l e ,  ba c k  t o  t h e  
f e u d a l  s y s t e m wh e r e  t h e  l o r d  and p r o t e c t o r  o f  t h e  r e a l m 
had been a l m o s t  d e i f i e d  and r i g i d  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  k e p t  t h e  
s o c i e t y  n e a t l y  c a t e g o r i z e d .  The i n t e n s e  d e v o t i o n  t o  a 
s t a n d a r d - b e a r e r  had s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  Chur c h  d u r i n g  t h e  
C r u s a d e s ,  and t h e n  t o  t h e  mona r c h  by t h e  t i me  o f  E l i z a b e t h  
I .  When J ames  came t o  t h e  t h r o n e  w i t h  h i s  e l i t i s t  i d e a s  
c o n c e r n i n g  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  p r o p e r  r o l e  o f  k i n g s  as  
" g o d s j 1 many nob l e me n  f o u n d  i t  e a s y  t o  a l i g n  t h e i r  v i e ws  and 
t a s t e  w i t h  h i s .  Not  o n l y  d i d  he a n s we r  t h e  ne e d  f o r  a
l o r d l y  p a r a g o n ,  b u t  he a l s o  made c o u r t i e r s  so a wa r e  o f  c l a s s
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d i s t i n c t i o n s  t h a t  s u p e r c i l i o u s n e s s  became f a s h i o n a b l e .
J a me s '  p h i l o s o p h y  g a i n e d  w i d e r  a c c e p t a n c e  as  t h e  
Chur c h  came more u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  A r m i n i a n i s m ,  f o r  
t h i s  new " a r i s t o c r a t i c "  r e l i g i o n  f o s t e r e d  b o t h  a g r e a t e r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h - m i n d e d  i n d i v i d u a l  and a c o n t e mp t  
f o r  t h e  more  d e m o c r a t i c  r e l i g i o n s  o f  t h e  l o we r  and m i d d l e
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c l a s s e s .  At  f i r s t ,  m i d d l e - c l a s s  C a l v i n i s t s  a l s o  a c c e p t e d  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  as  r e a s o n a b l e  and 
n a t u r a l  b e c a u s e  b o t h  t h e  B i b l e  and t r a d i t i o n  c l e a r l y  
d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  p r o p e r  r o l e s  o f  r u l e r s  and s u b j e c t s ,  and 
s e r v a n t s  and m a s t e r s .  A l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e y  had gr own up u n d e r  
Tu d o r  a u t o c r a c y ,  mo s t  a c c e p t e d  a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t  J a me s '  
a u t o c r a t i c  t h e o r i e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  k i n g s  as  " Go d ' s  
1 i e u t e n a n t s . "
Ho we v e r ,  c h a n g i n g  t i m e s ,  e c o n o mi c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  a t t i t u d e s  soon r e n d e r e d  t h e s e  i d e a s  a n a c h r o n ­
i s t i c ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  f a i l e d  t o  a d o p t  a more  
d e m o c r a t i c  a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  t h e  new b o u r g e o i s e ,  t h a t  
e l e m e n t  became r e s e n t f u l .  S c o r n  f o r  t h e  a r i s t o c r i s y  gr ew 
as  m e r c h a n t s  and t r a d e s m e n  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e y ,  w i t h  
t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  wor k e t h i c ,  we r e  a b l e  t o  e a r n  f a r  
more  t h a n  t h e  g e n t r y ,  who,  by t r a d i t i o n ,  we r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  
t o  become i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t r a d e  o r  c r a f t .  They we r e  l o c k e d  
i n t o  " g e n t l e m a n l y "  c a r e e r s  s u c h  a s  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  m i l i t a r y ,  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  l a w,  m e d i c i n e ,  o r  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  a l l  o f  wh i c h  
we r e  l o n g  on r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  b u t  s h o r t  on p r o f i t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Unhamper ed  by t h e  n i c e t i e s  
o f  t h e  c ode  and no l o n g e r  i n  awe o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s u p e r i o r s ,  
t h e  b o u r g e o i s e  be ga n  t o  make f o r t u n e s  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  
t h e  a r i s t o c r a t s .  We a l t h y  m e r c h a n t s  we r e  b u y i n g  t h e i r  own
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b a r o n i e s  and c o a t s  o f  a r ms ,  and some r i v a l e d  o r  e ve n  b e t t e r e d  
i n  l a n d s  a nd  w e a l t h  some o f  t h e  mos t  r e s p e c t e d  and w e l l -  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f a m i l i e s .  A l s o ,  a s  t h e y  g a i n e d  a s e n s e  o f  i m­
p o r t a n c e ,  many member s  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  be ga n  t o  s h o u l d e r  
c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  h e r e t o f o r e  had 
f a l l e n  e x c u l s i v e l y  t o  t h e  w e l l « b o r n .  By t h e  l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  London as  we l l  as  Commons was r u n  by t h e  m i d d l e -  
c l a s s  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n .
The u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  o v e r wh e l me d  by t h e  a d v a n c i n g  
b o u r g e o i s e ,  r e t r e a t e d  t o  t h e i r  c l i q u i s h  s o c i e t i e s  and 
a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r d e r s  o f  k n i g h t h o o d .  No one  be l ow t h e  s t a t u s  
o f  g e n t l e m a n  ( a  c l a s s  be l ow n o b i l i t y  b u t  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h e  
m i d d l e  c l a s s )  was c o n s i d e r e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n 
t h e  p o l i t e  f o r m a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c o d e ,  by now known 
as  t h e  h o n o r  code  o r  t h e  c o d e  o f  g e n t l e m a n l y  c o n d u c t .  Most  
o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s e ,  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  o r  s p i r i t u a l
c o n c e r n s ,  we r e  c o n t e n t  t o  l e a v e  s o c i a l  c o d e s  and r i t u a l
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t o  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s ,  who c l u n g  t o  t h e  h o n o r  c ode  p a s s i o n ­
a t e l y ,  even  i n s t i n c t i v e l y ,  b e c a u s e  i t  r e p r e s e n t e d  some 
o f  t h e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s  d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e i r  s u p e r i o r i t y .  To
many,  t h e s e  r i t u a l s  became more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  c i v i l  l a w,
5
ana  p e r h a p s  as  i m p o r t a n t  as  o r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o u s  l a w s .
He n c e ,  h o n o r  came t o  be d e i f i e d  by R e n a i s s a n c e  g e n t l e m e n  
and n o b l e me n .  In 1 5 7 9 ,  C e r v a s e  Markham d e f i n e d  i t  a s  " t h e
1 0 9
f o o d  o f  . e ve r y  g r e a t  S p i r i t ,  and  t h e  v e r y  god wh i c h  c r e a t e s
i n  h i g h  mi nds  h e r o i c a l l  a c t i o n s ;  i t  i s  so d e l i c a t e  and
p u e r  t h a t  any  e x c e s s e  d o t h  s t a i n  i t ,  and u n j u s t  a c t i o n
fi
d i s h o n o u r  i t  . . . an i g n o b l e  d e e d  u t t e r l y  r u i n s  i t . "
O b v i o u s l y  t h e n ,  h o n o r  e x i s t e d  as  a k i n d  o f  f r a g i l e  
and d i v i n e  o b j e c t ,  u s u a l l y  p o s s e s s e d  by o n l y  t h o s e  who 
d e s e r v e  i t  by b i r t h r i g h t ,  b u t  e a s i l y  l o s t  o r  m a r r e d . ^
To t h e  h a u g h t y  R e n a i s s a n c e  n o b l e ma n ,  one  o f  t h e  s u r e s t  
ways  t o  l o s e  h o n o r  was  t o  a c c e p t  an i n s u l t  me e k l y ,  and 
s i n c e  t h e  l aw wou l d  n o t  p u n i s h  a man f o r  m e r e l y  i n s u l t i n g  
a n o t h e r ,  t h e  c u s t o m o f  p e r s o n a l  r e v e n g e  f o r  i n s u l t  became 
f a s h i o n a b l e ,  even  n e c e s s a r y .  P e r h a p s ,  as  Rut h  Ke l s o  
m a i n t a i n s ,  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e  was m o d i f i e d  t o  j u s t i f y  d u e l l i n g ,
O
" t h a t  l a w l e s s  f a s h i o n , "  b u t  t h e  l i n e a g e  o f  d u e l l i n g  and 
t h e  r e v e n g e  e t h i c  g o e s  b a c k  t o  v e n e r a b l e  b e g i n n i n g s .
C e r t a i n l y  t h e  l a ws  o f  t h e  d u e l l i n g  c ode  we r e  c o n t r a r y  t o  
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l ,  b u t  t h e y  gr ew o u t  o f  t h e  r e v e r e d  
c h i v a l r i c  t r a d i t i o n  wh i c h  a l l o w e d  no wr ong t o  go u n r i g h t e d  
o r  u n r e v e n g e d .
The p h i l o s o p h y  o f  d u e l l i n g  t o  a v e n g e  h o n o r  was r o o t e d  
i n  t h e  o l d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  j u d i c i a l  c o mb a t ,  a c o n t e s t  b e t we e n  
two p a r t i e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t r u t h  o r  j u s t i c e  when t h e  l e g a l  
s y s t e m  was u n a b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a v e r d i c t .  J u d i c i a l  c omba t  was 
s a n c t i o n e d  by l aw i n  m e d i e v a l  t i m e s  b e c a u s e  i t  was a s s ume d
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t h a t  God woul d  g r a n t  v i c t o r y  t o  t h e  i n n o c e n t  o r  wr onge d
p a r t y .  A l t h o u g h  a f t e r  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  C h u r c h ,
t h e  d ue l  f o r  h o n o r  was s a n c t i f i e d  by n e i t h e r  l a w,  c r o wn ,
n o r  o r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o n  i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h e  c u s t o m s u r v i v e d  i n t o
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and b e y o n d .  I t  was  e s p e c i a l l y
p o p u l a r  b e t we e n  1611 and 1 6 4 0 ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
A n g l i c a n  p r e a c h e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  r e mi n d e d  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s
t h a t  v e n g e a n c e  b e l o n g e d  t o  God a l o n e  and t h a t  b l o o d s h e d
f o r  p r i v a t e  r e v e n g e  had no p l a c e  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w o r l d .
The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o u r t s ,  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d ,  was t o  p r o v i d e
j u s t i c e  t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  r e a i m .  F r a n c i s  Bacon
c a l l e d  d u e l l i n g  "a k i n d  o f  s a t a n i c a l l  i l l u s i o n  and
a p p a r i t i o n  o f  h o n o r ;  a g a i n s t  r e l i g i o n ,  a g a i n s t  l a w e s ,
g
a g a i n s t  m o r a l e  v e r t u e . "
J ames  I p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a t e d  d u e l l i n g ,  b u t  i r o n i c a l l y ,  
he s e r v e d  t o  p r o mo t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s c o u r a g e  i t .  Be c a u s e  
he was f o n d  o f  F r e n c h  and I t a l i a n  f a s h i o n s ,  h i s  c o u r t i e r s  
a d o p t e d  many Eu r o p e a n  p r a c t i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  one  o f  p r i v a t e  
r e v e n g e .  A l s o ,  t h e  Sc o t s me n  who a c c o mp a n i e d  t h e  k i n g  t o  
En g l a n d  made t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ;  t h e s e  h o t - h e a d e d  men who 
had l o n g  a c c e p t e d  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  a s  a s i m p l e  and  p r a c t i c a l  
way t o  d i s p e n s e  j u s t i c e , q u i c k l y  p o p u l a r i z e d  i t  among t h e  
l u s t y  and e a g e r  E n g l i s h .  In an e f f o r t  t o  c u r b  t h e  v i o l e n c e  
h i s  s u b j e c t s  we r e  i n f l i c t i n g  upon one  a n o t h e r ,  J ames
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p u b l i s h e d  s e v e r a l  t r e a t i e s  i m p l o r i n g  t hem t o  a b a n d o n  t h e  
p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  even t h e  k i n g  c o u l d  n o t  s t e m t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  
o f  d u e l l i n g ,  b e c a u s e  h o n o r  was p r e f e r r e d  a b o v e  l i f e ,  l a w s ,  
c o u n t r y ,  and f r e e d o m.  E n d u r a n c e  of  i n j u r i e s  and c o n t e mp t  
s i g n i f i e d  t h a t  a man was u n wo r t h y  o f  h o n o r ,  and k n i g h t l y  
d i g n i t y  woul d  n o t  p e r m i t  c a r r y i n g  a q u a r r e l  t o  m a g i s t r a t e s  
who more t h a n  l i k e l y  h a i l e d  f r om a l o we r  c l a s s .  Thos e  
who we r e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  h o n o r  c ode  a c t u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  
c i v i l  l aw a d e b a s e d  f or m o f  j u s t i c e ,  s u i t a b l e  o n l y  f o r  
t h o s e  t o o  i g n o b l e  t o  g o v e r n  t h e m s e l v e s .  Even t h e  h i g h -  
mi nde d  S i r  P h i l l i p  S i d n e y  c h a l l e n g e d  and f o u g h t  t h e  Ea r l  
o f  Ox f o r d  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  E l i z a b e t h  I ;  he c l a i m e d  
i t  was t h e  o n l y  way t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  d i g n i t y  a f t e r  t h e  
v e r b a l  i n s u l t  t h e  Ea r l  p a i d  him on t h e  t e n n i s  cou r t .
Many E l i z a b e t h a n s  and J a c o b e a n s  f r om t h e  l o we r  and 
m i d d l e  c l a s s e s  a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  d u e l l i n g  f o r  p r i v a t e  
r e v e n g e  was j u s t i f i e d  i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s .  S o c i e t y  a l l o w e d  
a man t o  k i l l  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e  o r  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  b a s e  
o f f e n s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e  l aw c o u l d  n o t  o r  wou l d  n o t  
a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  p r o p e r  j u s t i c e .  S i n c e  mos t  E l i z a b e t h a n s  
b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  a d a g e  t h a t  God s t r e n g h e n e d  t h e  
arm o f  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  p a r t y ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  a u r a  o f  
t r i u m p h i n g  v i r t u e  c l u n g  t o  t h e  d u e l l i n g  i d e a l  and ga ve  i t  
s p i r i t u a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Even as  l a t e  as  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h
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c e n t u r y ,  E u r o p e a n  c o u r t s  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  m e n t a l i t y :  
l e g a l l y ,  t h e  h e i r  o f  a mu r d e r e d  f a t h e r  c o u l d  n o t  q u a l i f y  
f o r  h i s  i n h e r i t a n c e  u n t i l  he h a s  r e v e n g e d  h i s  d e a t h  e i t h e r  
t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g a l  s y s t e m o r ,  f a i l i n g  t h a t ,  by h i s  own h a n d .  
E n g l a n d  had no s u c h  s t a t u e ,  b u t  many c i t i z e n s  c o n s i d e r e d
12i t  a mo r a l  l aw b a s i c  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
Many p o i n t s  o f  e t i q u e t t e  gr ew up i n  En g l a n d  c o n c e r n i n g
t h e  p r o p e r  f o r ms  o f  r e v e n g e .  I t  was  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p r o p e r  t o
c h a l l e n g e  a man t o  d u e l  a t  a l a t e r  t i m e ,  b u t  one  m i g h t  be
e x c u s e d  f o r  be c omi ng  so i n j u r e d  by a b a s e  i n s u l t  t h a t  he
i m m e d i a t e l y  f l e w  i n t o  a r a g e  and k i l l e d  h i s  a d v e r s a r y .  Even
t h e  l aw r e c o g n i z e d  " h o t  b l o o d "  a s  a e x t i n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,
f o r  i f  a man s l e w  a n o t h e r  i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n ,  t h e  c r i me  was
c o u n t e d  as  m a n s l a u g h t e r ,  n o t  m u r d e r ,  and c a r r i e d  t h e  p o s s i -
13b i l i t y  o f  a r o y a l  p a r d o n .  A l s o ,  i f  a man f e l t  i m p e l l e d  t o  
s e e k  b l o o d  r e v e n g e ,  he had t o  wi n i t  i n  a f a i r  and open  f i g h t .  
The s e c r e t ,  I t a l i a n a t e  way i n v o l v i n g  d i s q u i s e ,  a mb u s h ,  o r  
p o i s o n  was c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  s e n s e  o f  f a i r  p l a y .
As t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p r o g r e s s e d ,  t h o s e  who 
l i v e d  by t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c ode  became mor e  and mor e  s e n s i t i v e  
t o  i n s u l t  and came t o  c o n s i d e r  t r i v i a l  r e a s o n s  j u s t i f i ­
c a t i o n  f o r  d u e l l i n g .  The c u s t o m ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  came more  
and mor e  u n d e r  t h e  " c i v i l i z i n g "  i n f l u e n c e  o f  F r e n c h  and
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I t a l i a n  p r a c t i c e s  wh i c h  l o c k e d  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s  o f  c h a l l e n g e  
and a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  an i n f l e x i b l e  and h i g h l y  e l a b o r a t e  
r i t u a l .  The r e v e n g e  e t h i c  became  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  e s o t e r i c  
f e w,  b e c a u s e  mos t  E n g l i s h  c i t i z e n s ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n i n g  
a r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  
i n  some e x t r e me  c a s e s ,  d e p l o r e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  p r i v a t e  
d u e l s  f o u g h t  i n s e c r e t  f o r  a s t r a n g e  n o t i o n  o f  h o n o r .
The s u b j e c t  o f  h o n o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  as  i t  became 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  b l o o d  r e v e n g e ,  became p o p u l a r  on t h e  s t a g e  
d u r i n g  t h e  J a c o b e a n  e r a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
a u d i e n c e s .  Du r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  d r a m a t i s t s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  r e v e n g e  
e t h i c ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  r e v e n g e  b e l o n g s  t o  God.  
A f t e r  1615 ,  h o we v e r ,  p o e t s  be ga n  t o  g l o r i f y  t h e  h o n o r  
c o d e ,  and c h a r a c t e r s  who e v a d e d  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  due l  
we r e  r i d i c u l e d  o r  s c o r n e d . ^  M i d d l e t o n ,  t o o ,  h e l d  a 
r e v e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  c o d e  and i t s  a t t e n d a n t  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;  
h o we v e r ,  he d i d  n o t  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e  and r i g i d  
d i c t a t e s  wh i c h  h i s  f a d d i s h  g e n e r a t i o n  l o v e d .  Whi l e  he 
d i d  n o t  d i s a v o w me n ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  b e h a v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  r u l e s  o f  g e n t l e m a n l y  c o n d u c t ,  he m a i n t a i n e d  a more  
i d e a l i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  of  wha t  t r u e  h o n o r  s h o u l d  be .
As a w r i t e r ,  M i d d l e t o n  was f o r t u n a t e  i n  t h a t  he 
c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  and a p p r e c i a t e  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  c l a s s
s t r u g g l e .  Hi s  f a t h e r  was a c r a f t s m a n ,  a b r i c k l a y e r ,  and
M i d d l e t o n  h i m s e l f  e n j o y e d  a l o n g  and a p p a r e n t l y  h a r mo n i o u s
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b o u r g e o i s e  c i t y  f a t h e r s  o f  London.
Y e t ,  s i n c e  h i s  f a m i l y  b o a s t e d  a c o a t  o f  a r ms ,  and he c a l l e d
15h i m s e l f  " g e n t l e m a n , "  s u r e l y  he a l s o  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  
e s o t e r i c  a t t i t u d e s  and  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  w e l l - b o r n .  Many 
o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e a k  a b o u t  h o n o r ,  and f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t ,  
h i s  v i e ws  seem c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t  C h r i s t i a n  and 
c h i v a l r i c  i d e a l s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  h o n o r  c o d e ,  b u t  he 
c r i t i c i z e d  and s a t i r i z e d  t h e  p e r v e r t e d  s t a n d a r d  o f  h o n o r  
t h a t  i g n o r e d  o r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i t y .
A FAIR QUARREL :
The Compr omi s e  Be t we e n  Di v i n e  and S o c i a l  Honor
A f A l l  Q u a r r e l  , w r i t t e n  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Wi l l i a m
Rowl ey i n  1 6 1 6 - 1 7 ,  d e a l s  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  h o n o r
and t h e  c o n f l i c t s  i n h e r e n t  b e t we e n  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f
t h e  c o d e .  Rowl ey was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s u b p l o t s ,
1 fi
M i d d l e t o n  f o r  t h e  ma i n  a c t i o n ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e  s u b p l o t s  
r e i n f o r c e  t h e  h o n o r  m o t i f s  o f  t h e  mai n  p l o t ,  o n l y  M i d d l e t o n 1 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p l a y  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e .  The 
a c t i o n  o s t e n s i b l y  c o n c e r n s  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d u e l l i n g ,  b u t  i n  
t h e  p l a y ' s  u n r a v e l i n g ,  we s e e  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n  and Rowl ey
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a r e  i n  f a c t  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  p e o p l e
have  t o wa r d  h o n o r .  A F a i r  Q u a r r e l  has  been  c a l l e d  a
" p r o b l e m p l a y "  d e s i g n e d  t o  c e n s u r e  d u e l l i n g  and t o  c u r r y
17f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  k i n g ,  b u t  more  t h a n  t h a t ,  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  
how s o c i e t y  has  d e v a l u e d  t h e  i d e a l  o f  h o n o r .
The a c t i o n  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  a h i g h - m i n d e d  young  man,  
C a p t a i n  Ag e r ,  who,  a s  a s o l d i e r ,  i s  a d i r e c t  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  
t h e  c r u s a d i n g  k n i g h t s .  He i s  f o r c e d  i n t o  a s i t u a t i o n  
wh e r e  he mus t  c h o o s e  b e t we e n  a c ode  wh i c h  i n s i s t s  t h a t  he 
d u e l  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  and t h e  h i g h e r ,  d i v i n e  
h o n o r  c ode  b a s e d  upon t r u t h  and r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  Mi d d l e t o n  
p r e s e n t s  him as  mi 1d - t e m p e r e d  and a m i c a b l e ,  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  
mor e  o b v i o u s  v i r t u e s  o f  an h o n o r a b l e  g e n t l e m a n ;  he i s  
p r o u d  b u t  n o t  o s t e n t a t i o u s ,  m i l d - m a n n e r e d  b u t  s t r o n g  and 
c o u r a g e o u s .  A good s o l d i e r ,  he v a l u e s  h i s  own wo r t h  and 
t h a t  o f  h i s  c o mr a d e s .  The C o l o n e l ,  h i s  f r i e n d ,  t h e n  
r i v a l ,  t y p i f i e s  t h e  b r a g g a r t  w a r r i o r  so bound t o  h i s  own 
s e n s e  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  h o n o r  e q u a l s  
r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  he h a s  m i s p l a c e d  a l l  s e n s e  o f  t r u e  h o n o r .
The Co l o n e l  becomes  e n r a g e d  when C a p t a i n  A g e r ' s  
f r i e n d  f a v o r a b l y  c o mp a r e s  Age r  w i t h  t h e  C o l o n e l .  In 
t u r n ,  A g e r ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h i s  army r a n k  i s  
s u b o r d i n a t e ,  h i s  wo r t h  i s  n o t ,  r e f u s e s  t o  a c c e d e  t o  t h e  
C o l o n e l ' s  demand t h a t  he a d mi t  h i s  own i n f e r i o r i t y .  Th i s
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p r o v o k e s  t h e  Co l o n e l  even  f u r t h e r ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  he l o s e s  
c o n t r o l  and c a l l s  Ager  " t h e  son o f  a w h o r e . "  At  t h i s  p o i n t  
t h e  C o l o n e l  has  a c t u a l l y  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  d i s h o n o r a b l e  
b e c a u s e  he has  s l a n d e r e d  a v i r t u o u s  woman,  h e r  d e a d  h u s b a n d ,  
and h e r  s o n ,  C a p t a i n  A g e r ,  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
c h i v a l r y ,  i t  i s  up t o  Age r  as  h e r  c ha mpi on  t o  p r o v e  h e r  
i n n o c e n c e  and d e f e n d  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n .  He woul d  ha ve  j u s t  
c a u s e  t o  dr aw a g a i n s t  t h e  Co l o n e l  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h i s  
b a s e  i n s u l t ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  h i s  k i n s ma n  has  o v e r h e a r d  t h e i r  
a r g u m e n t  and s t r i p p e d  t hem o f  t h e i r  weapons  t o  ke e p  t hem 
f r om f i g h t i n g ,  Age r  i s  u n a b l e  t o  d e p e n d  upon t h e  " h o t  
b l o o d "  d e f e n s e  and s e e k  v i n d i c a t i o n  on t h e  s p o t .  He i s  
f o r c e d  t o  i s s u e  a c h a l l e n g e .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  F r e d s o n  Bo we r s ,  an a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  
R e n a i s s a n c e  h o n o r  c o d e ,  Mi d d l e t o n  p r e s e n t e d  Ager  i n  t h e  
b e s t  p o s s i b l e  l i g h t  t o  J a c o b e a n  a u d i e n c e s ,  t h e  C o l o n e l  i n  
t h e  w o r s t .  He wa n t e d  h i s  a u d i e n c e s  t o  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h e  
y o u n g e r  man,  b u t  he a l s o  wa n t e d  t hem t o  be a wa r e  t h a t  t h e
l aw wou l d  condemn him i f  he s h o u l d  k i l l  t h e  Co l o n e l  i n  a
18f o r ma l  d u e l .  But  Age r  has  l i t t l e  c h o i c e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  h o n o r  i n  a man i s  c o u r a g e ;  
t h e  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  o f  h o n o r  i n  a woman i s  c h a s t i t y ,  
wh i c h  a l s o  r e f l e c t s  upon t h e  h o n o r  o f  t h e  men i n  h e r  
f a m i l y .  I f  a woman l o s e s  h e r  h o n o r  by f o r n i c a t i o n ,
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a d u l t e r y ,  o r  e ve n  r a p e ,  t h e  h o n o r  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y  
becomes  s t a i n e d .  S i n c e  h i s  m p t h e r ' s  v i r t u e  has  been 
i mp u g n e d ,  Age r  mu s t  show c o u r a g e  and c ha mpi on  h e r  t o  
p r e s e r v e  b o t h  t h e i r  h o n o r s  b e f o r e  t h e  w o r l d .
The m o t i f  o f  a woman ' s  c h a s t i t y  m a n i f e s t i n g  h e r  
h o n o r  and t h e  h o n o r  o f  h e r  f a m i l y  i s  common t h r o u g h o u t  
R e n a i s s a n c e  l i t e r a t u r e .  In M i d d l e t o n ' s  H e n g i s t , Ki ng o f  
K e n t , ( 1 6 1 5 - 2 0 ) ,  D e v o n s h i r e  i s  a l a r m e d  when C a s t i z a  h i n t s  
t h a t  s h e  ha s  been  r a p e d .  He d e c l a r e s  t h a t  h i s  h o n o r  
d e p e n d s  upon h e r  r i g h t  t o  c l a i m  t o  be i n v i o l a t e .  In Women 
Bewar e  Women, ( 1 6 2 0 - 7 ) ,  B i a n c a  c a l l s  h e r  h o n o r  " l e p r o u s "  
b e c a u s e  s he  has  c o mmi t t e d  a d u l t e r y ,  and H i p o l l i t o  k i l l s  
L e a n t i o  when he d i s c o v e r s  t h e  y o u n g e r  man i s  h a v i n g  an 
a f f a i r  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r .  Hi s  mai n  c o n c e r n ,  he s a y s ,  i s  f o r  
t h e  f a m i l y ' s  h o n o r .
Howe ve r ,  s i n c e  s e x u a l  v i r t u e  i s  a p r i v a t e  m a t t e r ,  
u s u a l l y  known o n l y  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d ,  t h e  r u l e s  o f  
t h e  h o n o r  c ode  we r e  a d a p t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a woman ' s  
r e p u t a t i o n ,  o r  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  v i r t u e .  Wi t h t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l ,  s e x u a l  i n f i d e l i t y  became s ome ­
wh a t  a c c e p t e d  among some a r i s t o c r a t e s  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  F o u r ) ,
19p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  I t a l y  and i n  F r a n c e .  Th i s  a c c e p t a n c e  l e d  
t o  a s l i g h t  a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s :  i t  became a
p o i n t  o f  h o n o r  f o r  a woman ' s  p a r a mo u r  o r  member  o f  h e r  f a m i l y
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t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  i ma g e ,  no m a t t e r  wh a t  i n d i s c r e t i o n s  s h e  
may ha ve  c o mmi t t e d  i n  h e r  p r i v a t e  l i f e .
Once a g a i n ,  t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e  
h a r k  b a c k  t o  t h e  det ermining o f  v i r t u e  and t r u t h  by j u d i c i a l  
c o mb a t .  The o l d  k n i g h t s '  b e l i e f  t h a t  God g r a n t s  d i v i n e  
s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  p a r t y  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  made t h e  
v i c t o r  a p p e a r  p o s s e s s e d  o f  t r u e  h o n o r .  The v a n q u i s h e d  
p a r t y  n o t  o n l y  l o s t  h i s  h o n o r  b e c a u s e  God had  p r o v e d  
him wr o n g ,  he a l s o  l o s t  h i s  s o u l ,  f o r  a n y o n e  who d a r e d  
t o  c h a mp i o n  a c a u s e  he knew t o  be a l i e  wou l d  r e c e i v e  no 
me r c y  u n d e r  G o d ' s  i mmu t a b l e  j u s t i c e .  L a t e r ,  as  w o r l d l y  
i n f l u e n c e s  u n d e r mi n e d  t h e  k n i g h t s '  d e p e n d e n c e  upon s p i r i t ­
u a l i t y  and  " d i v i n e  s t r e n g t h , "  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e  s u b t l y  s h i f t e d  
t o  r e v e r e  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  v i c t o r y  and t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
h o n o r  mor e  t h a n  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e - t o - d i s c e r n  t r u t h .  Even t h e  
e a r l y  A r t h u r i a n  r o ma n c e  t a l e s  we r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a l l -  
i m p o r t a n t  r e p u t a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  a l l  o f  A r t h u r ' s  c o u r t  was 
a wa r e  o f  G u i n e v e r e ' s  a d u l t e r y  w i t h  L a n c e l o t ,  i t  was n e v e r ­
t h e l e s s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  
c o u r t  and t o  A r t h u r ' s  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  man who had 
c u c k o l d e d  him t h a t  G u i n e v e r e ' s  p u b l i c  r e p u t a t i o n  be 
u n b l e m i s h e d .  The  " t r u t h "  t h e n ,  d e p e n d e d  upon t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  L a n c e l o t ' s  a r m,  n o t  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  G u i n e v e r e ' s  g u i l t  o r  
i n n o c e n c e .  By t h e  same t o k e n ,  i n  t e r ms  o f  t h e  m o d i f i e d
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h o n o r  c o d e ,  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  m a t t e r  t o  C a p t a i n  Age r  i n  A 
F a i r  Q u a r r e l  wh a t  t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  h i s  m o t h e r  may have  
c o m m i t t e d ;  i t  i s  up t o  him t o  n u l l i f y  t hem by v i c t o r y  
i n  p r i v a t e  c o mb a t .  I f  he we r e  t o  l o s e ,  t h e  w o r l d  mi g h t  
t h i n k  b a d l y  o f  h e r  h o n o r ,  b u t  i f  he we r e  t o  r e f u s e  t o  
f i g h t  a l t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  h o n o r  o f  e a c h  woul d  be i r r e t r i e v a b l y  
l o s t .
Bot h  a r e  u n d e r  s c r u t i n y  a t  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  p o i n t .  
A g e r ' s  f r i e n d s  e x p e c t  him t o  f i g h t .  No one  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  C o l o n e l ' s  wor ds  m i g h t  be t r u e ,  and 
e v e n  i f  t h e y  knew Lady Age r  t o  h a v e  be e n  g u i l t y  o f  an 
i n d i s c r e t i o n ,  i t  wo u l d  n o t  c h a n g e  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  
h e r  s o n .  But  A g e r ,  b e i n g  a t r u l y  h o n o r a b l e  man,  o n c e  h i s  
w r a t h  c o o l s  s o me wh a t ,  f i n d s  h i s  c o n s c i e n c e  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  
t h e  c o d e  o f  t r u e  h o n o r  b a s e d  upon r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  He 
s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  God w i l l  g r a n t  hi m v i c t o r y  o n l y  
i f  he i s  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  t r u t h .  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  he 
b e l i e v e s  he w i l l  l o s e  h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  d y i n g  w i t h  u n r e p e n t e d  
s i n s  upon h i s  h e a d ,  i f  he we r e  t o  be s l a i n  f i g h t i n g  an 
i l l e g a l  d u e l  f o r  an u n j u s t  c a u s e .  In l i g h t  o f  t h i s  
r e a s o n i n g ,  Ag e r  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  he c a n n o t  f i g h t  t h e  C o l o n e l  
u n t i l  he i s  a s s u r e d  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  v i r t u e :
I am t o o  f u l l  o f  c o n s c i e n c e ,
Knowl e dge  and p a t i e n c e ,  t o  g i v e  j u s t i c e  t o  i t ;
So c a r e f u l  o f  my e t e r n i t y ,  wh i c h  c o n s i s t s  
Of  u p r i g h t  a c t i o n s ,  t h a t  u n l e s s  I knew
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I t  we r e  a t r u t h  I s t o o d  f o r ,  any cowar d  
Mi g h t  make my b r e a s t  h i s  f o o t p a c e
Oh,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  c r u e l t y  o f  my f o e ' s  a d v a n t a g e !
Cou l d  b u t  my s o u l  r e s o l v e  my c a u s e  we r e  j u s t ,
E a r t h ' s  m o u n t a i n ,  n o r  s e a ' s  s u r g e  s h o u l d  b i d e  him 
f r om me;
E ' e n  t o  h e l l ' s  t h r e s h o l d  wou l d  I f o l l o w  him 
And s e e  t h e  s l a n d e r e r  i n  b e f o r e  I l e f t  hi m!
( I , i , 9 - 2 3 )
H e s i t a n t l y ,  Ag e r  a s k s  h i s  m o t h e r  f o r  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  he n e e d s ,  
and  when s h e ,  d e s p e r a t e  f o r  h i s  l i f e ,  w r o n g l y  t e l l s  him 
t h a t  h e r  c h a s t i t y  ha s  i n d e e d  been  s o i l e d ,  he d e c i d e s  he 
c a n n o t  f i g h t  t h e  C o l o n e l  and r i s k  h i s  s o u l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  r u l e s  o f  h e a v e n .
T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a  was f a m i l i a r  t o  J a c o b e a n  
p l a y g o e r s .  Many d r a m a t i s t s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  e x p r e s s e d  i t ,  and 
M i d d l e t o n  h i m s e l f  r e p e a t e d  i t  i n  a n o t h e r  p l a y ,  The Widow 
( 1 6 1 6 ) .  F r a n c i s c o ,  t h e  p h i l a n d e r e r ,  on h i s  way t o  an 
i l l i c i t  a s s i g n a t i o n ,  me e t s  wh a t  he t h i n k s  i s  a g h o s t .  He 
f e a r s  i t  b e c a u s e  he  knows h i s  m i s s i o n  i s  d i s h o n o r a b l e :
"Were t h i s  a b u s i n e s s  now t o  s a v e  an h o n o r /  An ' t i s  t o  
s p o i l  o n e ,  I wou l d  p a s s  t h i s  t h e n /  S t u c k  a l l  h e l s  h o r r o r s  
i ' t h e :  Now I d a r e  n o t . "  ( 1 1 1 , i i , 9 9 - 1 0 1 )
The more  h i g h - m i n d e d  J a c o b e a n s  woul d  ha ve  s y m p a t h i z e d  
w i t h  Age r  i n  h i s  p r e d i c a m e n t .  Wh i l e  t h e y  woul d  have  
r e c o g n i z e d  h i s  d e s i r e ,  e v e n  n e e d ,  t o  a n s we r  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  
d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e ,  t h e y  a l s o  woul d  ha ve  u n d e r ­
s t o o d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  A g e r ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s  
s o u l .  S t e a l i n g  v e n g e a n c e  f r om t h e  hand o f  t h e  A l mi g h t y  
i n  a f i t  o f  r i g h t e o u s  a n g e r  was one t h i n g ;  k i l l i n g  t o  
u p h o l d  a l i e  was a n o t h e r .  L i k e  A n t i g o n e ,  Ager  mus t  c h o o s e  
b e t we e n  t h e  r u l e s  o f  s o c i e t y  and t h e  r u l e s  o f  .God,  and 
a l t h o u g h  he c h o o s e s  t o  obey  God by r e f u s i n g  t o  f i g h t ,  he 
s e a r c h e s  f o r  a way t o  s e r v e  t h e  e a r t h l y  d e i t y  as  w e l l .
When a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  a r e  a s s e m b l e d  a t  t h e  d u e l l i n g  g r o u n d , 
A g e r ' s  f r i e n d  p l a i n l y  s u mma r i z e s  A g e r ' s  s i t u a t i o n :  h i s
e n t i r e  l i f e ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  and h i s  f u t u r e  a r e  a t  s t a k e .  I f  
he w i l l  n o t  f i g h t ,  he w i l l  a p p e a r  a d i s h o n o r a b l e  cowa r d  t o  
t h e  o t h e r s .  But  Ag e r  s t a n d s  by h i s  c o n v i c t i o n s  and c h o o s e s  
t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  a c t i o n s ,  o r  l a c k  o f  t h e m,  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  
p l a t i t u d e s :  "I  come w i t h  m i l d n e s s , /  P e a c e ,  c o n s t a n t  a mi t y
and c a l m f o r g i v e n e s s , /  The w e a t h e r  o f  a C h r i s t i a n  and a 
f r i e n d . "  ( I l l , i , 7 0 - 3 )  In o r d e r  t o  s a v e  f a c e ,  he a t t e m p t s  
t o  s o l i c i t  an a p o l o g y  f r om t h e  C o l o n e l ,  mak i ng  i t  c l e a r  
t h a t  he b e l i e v e s  t h e  Co l o n e l  has  wr onge d  hi m,  b u t  t h a t  he 
w i l l  be ma gna n i mous  and f o r g i v i n g  b e c a u s e  he i s  a d e v o t e d  
C h r i s t i a n  f r i e n d .  Then he r e p e a t s  t h e  o r t h o d o x  r e l i g i o u s  
s e n t i m e n t ,  h e l d  by J ame s  I and n e a r l y  a l l  A n g l i c a n ,  P u r i t a n  
and S e c t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h a t  d u e l l i n g  v i o l a t e s  Go d ' s  l a w:
Th o u s a n d s  h a v e  made a l e s s  wr ong t o  r e a c h  h e l l .
Aye ,  and r e j o i c ' d  i n  h i s  mos t  e n d l e s s  v e n g e a n c e ,
A m i s e r a b l e  t r i u m p h ,  t h o u g h  a j u s t  one ,
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Why s h o u l d  men,
Fo r  a p o o r  h a s t y  s y l l a b l e  o r  t wo ,
And v e n t e d  o n l y  i n  f o r g e t f u l  f u r y ,
Ch a i n  a l l  t h e  n o p e s  and r i c h e s  o f  h i s  s o u l  
To t h e  r e v e n g e  o f  t h a t ,  d i e  l o s t  f o r e v e r ?
For  he t h a t  makes  h i s  l a s t  p e a c e  w i t h  h i s  Maker  
In a n g e r ,  a n g e r  i s  h i s  p e a c e  e t e r n a l l y ;
He mu s t  e x p e c t  t h e  same r e t u r n  a g a i n  
Whose v e n t u r e  i s  d e c e i t f u l .
( 1 1 1 , i , 7 6 - 8 9 )
The wor ds  r e f l e c t  l o f t y  s e n t i m e n t s  wh i c h  c o u l d  ha ve  
come f r om a d e v o u t  m i n i s t e r  i n  a d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  d u e l l i n g .  
Age r  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  e ve n  i f  a man i s  j u s t i f i e d  i n  h i s  
c a u s e ,  i f  he d i e s  i n  t h e  s i n  o f  a n g e r ,  he i s  damned f o r  
t h a t ,  and he m o r a l i z e s  t o  t h e  C o l o n e l  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  i n j u r e d  
p a r t y  and t h e  w r o n g f u l  one  s h o u l d  a b j u r e  a n g e r  and s e e k  
r e c o n c i 1 i a t i  o n .
Y e t ,  o n l y  a moment  l a t e r ,  Age r  d r a ws  h i s  s wor d  when 
t h e  C o l o n e l  c a l l s  him a " b a s e ,  s u b m i s s i v e  c o w a r d . "  Be c a u s e  
he knows i t  i s  a l i e ,  he f e e l s  j u s t i f i e d  i n  d e f e n d i n g  h i s  
h o n o r  i n  w r a t h  and v i o l e n c e ,  and he i m m e d i a t e l y  f o r g e t s  
h i s  C h r i s t i a n  f o r e b e a r a n c e  a s  he s p i t s  o u t  h i s  c h a l l e n g e :  
"Oh,  h e a v e n  h a s  p i t i e d  my e x c e s s i v e  p a t i e n c e , /  And s e n t  
me a c a u s e ! /  A c o wa r d  I was n e v e r - - C o me  you b a c k ,  s i r !
( 1 1 1 , i , 1 1 2 - 4 )  A g e r ' s  f r i e n d  i s  i n c r e d u l o u s  a t  t h e  a b o u t -  
f a c e .  " I m p o s s i b l e ! "  he  e x c l a i m s .  " ' C o wa r d '  do more  t h a n  
' b a s t a r d ? ' "  I t  d o e s  seem s t a n g e  t h a t  a man o f  A g e r ' s  
s t a t u r e  woul d  f i n d  i t  a g r e a t e r  n e c e s s i t y  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  own 
h o n o r  a l o n e  t h a n  t h e  c o mb i n e d  h o n o r  o f  h i m s e l f  and h i s
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m o t h e r .  S t i l l ,  he ha s  f o u n d  a c a u s e ,  a r e a s o n  t o  f i g h t ,  
and one  i s  t e m p t e d  t o  c h e e r  him as  he l u n g e s  a t  t h e  
C o l o n e l .  J a c o b e a n  a u d i e n c e s  wou l d  h a v e  be e n  i n  g r e a t e r  
s y mp a t h y  wi t h  hi m.  Not  o n l y  ha s  Ager  r e f u s e d  t o  i g n o r e  
t h e  h i g h e r  c ode  of  t r u t h  i n  h o n o r ,  b u t  now he has  a j u s t  
c a u s e  t o  s e e k  r e v e n g e .  A l s o ,  he now f i g h t s  u n d e r  l e s s  
s e r i o u s  l e g a l  and s o c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a n  b e f o r e ;  he has  
be e n  i n s u l t e d  be yond  e n d u r a n c e ,  and h i s  s u d d e n  r a g e ,  o r  
" h o t  b l o o d "  l e s s e n s  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  h i s  c r i m e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  
as  Bower s  p o i n t s  o u t ,  by d e f e a t i n g  t h e  C o l o n e l  o v e r  t h e
s e c o n d  i n s u l t ,  he p r o v e s  h i s  o p p o n e n t  a d i s h o n o r a b l e  l i a r .
20T h i s  w o u l d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  n e g a t e  t h e  f i r s t  i n s u l t  as  w e l l .
He wounds  t h e  C o l o n e l .  As t h e  o l d e r  man f a l l s ,  A g e r ,  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  God has  g i v e n  him a i d ,  r e m a r k s ,  " T r u t h  n e v e r  
f a i l s  h e r  s e r v a n t ,  s i r ,  n o r  l e a v e s  h i m/  Wi t h t h e  d a y ' s  
shame upon h i m . "  ( I I I  , i  , 1 6 5 - 6 )  . He l e a v e s  t h e  s c e n e ,  and 
i m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  C o l o n e l  r e p e n t s  o f  h i s  i n s u l t s  t o  Age r  w i t h  
a f e r v o r  a k i n  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  t h u s  f u r t h e r  e l e v a ­
t i n g  Age r  as  a man o f  c o m p l e t e  v a l o r .  But  i g n o r a n t  o f  
t h e  C a p t a i n ' s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  Age r  s t i l l  i s  n o t  s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  d a y ' s  e v e n t s .  When he d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  h i s  m o t h e r  
had l i e d  a b o u t  h e r  own h o n o r  t o  p r e v e n t  him f r om d u e l l i n g ,  
he i s  n o t  c o n t e n t  w i t h  h e r  i n d i r e c t  e x o n e r a t i o n .  He 
becomes  h o t  t o  f i g h t  t h e  C o l o n e l  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n s u l t ,
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and b e c a u s e  t h e  C o l o n e l ' s  c o n v e r s i o n  and l a v i s h  p r a i s e  o f  
Age r  has  made t h e  young  C a p t a i n  a p p e a r  t h e  u n b l e m i s h e d  
h e r o ,  t h e  a u d i e n c e  mu s t  s u p p o r t  him i n  t h i s  l a s t  d e c i s i o n  
a s  w e l l .  In t h e  e n d ,  he comes  o u t  f r a g r a n t  w i t h  r i g h t e o u s  
v i n d i c t i o n  and h o n o r .  He ha s  r e f u s e d  t o  f i g h t  i n  an u n j u s t  
c a u s e ,  b u t  he ha s  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  a man o f  v a l o r  and c o u r a g e  
i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  a j u s t  o n e .  L i k e  a mo s t  s c r u p u l o u s  
J a c o b e a n  g e n t l e m a n ,  he i s  bound t o  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e ,  n e v e r  
s c o r n i n g  i t s  s o c i a l  m a n d a t e s ,  b u t  a l wa y s  m a i n t a i n i n g  a 
c l e a r  v i s i o n  o f  and  a s t r o n g  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  i t s  h i g h e r  
meani  n g .
Y e t ,  A g e r ' s  a c t i o n s  a r e  n o t  a l wa y s  e a s y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  
Hi s  v a c i l l a t i o n s  and h i s  p a t e n t  i n s i n c e r i t y  as  he mou t hs  
C h r i s t i a n  p l a t i t u d e s  i s  d i s c o n c e r t i n g ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  t h e  
p r o b l e m s t e ms  f r om an e r r o r  i n  t h e  p l a y  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r .  M i d d l e t o n  we n t  t o  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t r o u b l e  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  Age r  as  a t r u l y  h o n o r a b l e  man.  He wa n t e d  t h e  
a u d i e n c e  t o  h o l d  him i n  h i g h  r e g a r d  and a c c e p t  h i s  d e c i s i o n s  
as  j u s t  o n e s ,  b u t  he c r e a t e d  h i s  d i l e mma  so a r t f u l l y  t h a t  
i t  was n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e x t r i c a t e  him f r om i t .  Age r  
c o u l d  n o t  r e f u s e  t o  f i g h t  o u t r i g h t ;  t h e  b r a n d  o f  " c o wa r d "  
woul d  r u i n  h i s  e a r t h y  r e p u t a t i o n ,  h i s  c a r e e r ,  and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  honor *  wh i c h  he r e v e r e s  mor e  t h a n  l i f e .
To c o n f i r m  t h e  C o l o n e l ' s  c h a r g e  wou l d  d e s t r o y  b o t h  h i s  and
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h i s  m o t h e r ' s  h o n o r .  And he c o u l d  n o t  dr aw h i s  s wor d  a g a i n s t  
h i s  o p p o n e n t .  He mi g h t  n o t  ha ve  mi nded  d y i n g  f o r  t h e  s a k e  
o f  r e p u t a t i o n ,  b u t  he c e r t a i n l y  woul d  n o t  p l a c e  h i s  s o u l  i n  
j e o p a r d y .  M i d d l e t o n  gave  him t h e  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  way o u t ,  a 
way a c c e p t a b l e  t o  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  me mbe r s ,  and 
i f  he a p p e a r s  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  i t  may be o n l y  b e c a u s e  Mi d d l e t o n  
f o u n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e r v e  b o t h  d e i t i e s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .
As a member  o f  a r e l a t i v e l y  e l e v a t e d  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  
M i d d l e t o n  no d o u b t  t h o r o u g h l y  u n d e r s t o o d  and a p p r e c i a t e d  
t h e  s o c i a l  ma n d a t e s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e .  Most  l i k e l y  he 
a c c e p t e d  t hem and l i v e d  by t hem as  r e l i g i o u s l y  a s  mos t  
h i g h - m i n d e d  J a c o b e a n s .  Y e t ,  he was n o t  b l i n d  t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o d e  was a t  b e s t  a wa r p e d  shadow o f  t r u e  
h o n o r  wh i c h  c i r c u m s c r i b e s  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  g e n u i n e l y  
v i r t u o u s .  L i k e  A g e r ,  he mu s t  ha ve  f o u n d  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  and 
c o n f l i c t s  b e t we e n  t h e  i d e a l s  d i s t u r b i n g ,  b u t  he u n d e r s t o o d  
t h a t  t h e  h i g h e r  f o r m o f  h o n o r ,  b a s e d  upon C h r i s t i a n  
t e m p e r a n c e ,  p i e t y ,  l o v e  o f  t r u t h ,  and f o r b e a r a n c e ,  c ombi ne d  
w i t h  c h i v a l r i c  c o u r a g e ,  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  d i e  f o r  t r u t h  and 
j u s t i c e ,  and a c o n c e r n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n ,  f a r  more 
w o r t h y .
THE SECOND MAIDEN' S TRAGEDY:
The D i v i n e  I d e a l  o f  Ho n o r
A Fa i  r  Qu a r r e l  i s  t h e  o n l y  p l a y  i n  wh i c h  M i d d e l t o n  
r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  a m a n ' s  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  
h o n o r  c o d e .  B e c a u s e  C a p t a i n  Age r  l i v e s  v e r y  much i n  t h e  
t e m p o r a l  w o r l d  and c a r e s  f o r  b o t h  h i s  f a m i l y ' s  r e p u t a t i o n
and h i s  own,  he i s  f o r c e d  t o  a c c e d e  t o  s o c i e t y ' s  m a n d a t e s .
21The Se c ond  M a i d e n ' s T r a g e d y  ( 1 6 1 1 ) ,  w r i t t e n  f o u r  y e a r s
p r i o r  t o  A F a i r  Q u a r r e l , d i f f e r s  m a r k e d l y  i n  t h a t  i t  doe s  
n o t  pay  homage t o  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  c o d e .  I t  
a l s o  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  and t h e  c o n ­
f l i c t  t h a t  a r i s e s  when d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  h o n o r  c l a s h  
w i t h i n  a g i v e n  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  i n  t h i s  p l a y ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r i n g  
s t a n d a r d s  v a r y  w i d e l y .  The e v i l  o r  b l i n d  c h a r a c t e r s  l i v e  
by an e x t e m e l y  p e r v e r t e d  c o d e  , t h e  good c h a r a c t e r  a d h e r e s  
t o  a d i v i n e  i d e a l .  No g r a y  a r e a  e me r g e s  h e r e - - M i d d l e t o n ' s 
v i s i o n  i s  y o u t h f u l  and  i d e a l i s t i c .  T r u e  h o n o r  u l t i m a t e l y  
t r i u m p h s  o v e r  e v i l ,  d e s t r o y i n g  i t  u t t e r l y .
J . R .  Mu l r y n e  h a s  n o t e d  t h e  l i k e n e s s  The Se c ond  Mai d e n ' s
22T r a g e d y  b e a r s  t o  t h e  m e d i e v a l  m o r a l i t y  p l a y .  Not  o n l y  do 
c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r s  embody a b s o l u t e s  o f  v i r t u e  o r  e v i l ,  b u t  
t h e  names  t h e m s e l v e s  i m p l i c i t l y  i n f o r m  t h e  a u d i e n c e  how 
t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u l d  be r e g a r d e d .  The T y r a n t  s i g n i f i e s
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l u s t  and g r e e d  ( one  c o u l d  s a f e l y  c a l l  him d i s h o n o r a b l e ) ,  
and The La dy ,  t h e  one  c h a r a c t e r  he c a n n o t  u s u r p  o r  
m a n i p u l a t e ,  e mb o d i e s  a l l  o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and p h y s i c a l  
q u a l i t i e s  o f  p e r f e c t i o n .  She i s  t h e  o n l y  c h a r a c t e r  who 
t y p i f i e s  p e r f e c t  honor ,  n o t  o n l y  as  a c h a s t e  woman,  b u t  
a l s o  b e c a u s e  s h e  p o s s e s s e s  a l l  o f  t h e  h o n o r a b l e  " m a s c u l i n e "  
v i r t u e s  as  w e l l :  c o u r a g e ,  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  p i e t y ,  h u m i l i t y ,
g o o d n e s s ,  and a s c r u p u l o u s  r e g a r d  f o r  h e r  own h o n o r .  In 
t h e  s e c o n d a r y  p l o t ,  The Wi f e  p e r s o n i f i e s  wha t  mos t  
J a c o b e a n s  c o n s i d e r e d  t y p i c a l  f e m a l e  q u a l i t i e s .  She l o v e s  
h e r  h u s b a n d ,  b u t  mor e  i n  a s e x u a l  t h a n  s p i r i t u a l  way,  and 
b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  s e n u o u s  n a t u r e ,  h e r  need  t o  be l o v e d ,  and 
h e r  e x c e s s i v e  c r e d u l i t y ,  s he  has  l i t t l e  f o r t i t u d e  a g a i n s t  
t e m p t a t i o n ,  s h e  d o e s  n o t  p o s s e s s  enough  mor a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  me a n i n g  o f  t r u e ,  a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g  h o n o r ,  
n o r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  p r e s e r v e  h e r  c h a s t i t y ,  w h i c h ,  i n  h e r  
l i m i t e d  s e n s e ,  s h e  t h i n k s  e p i t o m i z e s  h o n o r .
An s e l mu s ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  i s  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  
t h a t  The Wi f e  m i g h t  be c a p a b l e  o f  u n f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  and l i k e  
a s i c k  man p r o b i n g  h i s  own u l c e r  t o  s e e  i f  i t  w i l l  b l e e d ,  
he p e r s u a d e s  h i s  f r i e n d  V o t a r i u s  t o  t e s t  h e r  v i r t u e .  At  
f i r s t  V o t a r i u s  i s  r e l u c t a n t  b e c a u s e  he d o e s  n o t  wa n t  t o  
i n s u l t  h e r  by ma k i ng  a d v a n c e s ,  n o r  doe s  he wa n t  t o  be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  h e r  h o n o r .  At  t h e i r  f i r s t
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e n c o u n t e r ,  s h e  d i s p l a y s  a g e n u i n e  l o v e  f o r  h e r  
h u s b a n d ,  a s k i n g  V o t a r i u s  t o  p e r s u a d e  him t o  end h i s  
s t r a n g e ,  q u i e t  d i s a s s o c i a t i o n  f r om h e r  and  t o  r e t u r n  t o  
h e r  b e d .  From t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w ,  V o t a r i u s  c o n c l u d e s  
t h a t  s h e  i s  u n t o u c h a b l e ,  b u t  as  h e ,  a t  An s e l mu s '  i n s i s t e n c e ,  
s p e n d s  mor e  t i m e  i n  h e r  c ompa ny ,  he f a l l s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  h e r  
and  c o u r t s  h e r  i n  e a r n e s t .
The Wi f e  r e s i s t s ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  a wa r e  o f  h e r  own 
f e m i n i n e  w e a k n e s s e s .  S p e a k i n g  o f - h o n o r  i n  t e r ms  o f  r e p u ­
t a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  v i r t u e ,  s h e  s eems  t o  f e a r  t h e  l o s s  o f  
h e r  good name mor e  t h a n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  l o s s  o f  h e r  c h a s i t y .  
A f t e r  w a r n i n g  h e r  ma i d  n o t  t o  a l l o w  V o t a r i u s  t o  b r i b e  h e r  
i n t o  l e a v i n g  t hem a l o n e  t o g e t h e r ,  s h e  c omme n t s :  " Th e r e
a r e  s u c h  t h i n g s  i ' t h ' w o r l d ,  many s uc h  b u y e r s /  And s e l l e r s  o f  
a woma n ' s  name and h o n o u r . "  ( I , i i , 2 6 9 - 7 0 )  L a t e r ,  a f t e r  
s h e  has  s u c c u mb e d  t o  V o t a r i u s ,  s h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  t r y  t o  
p r o t e c t  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n ,  e l i c i t i n g  t h e  h e l p
o f  a l l  h e r  c o n f e d e r a t e s .  As L e o n e l l a  wa r n s  h e r  o f  An s e l mu s '  
a r r i v a l ,  s he  r e mi n d s  h e r  t o  d i s m i s s  h e r  l o v e r  V o t a r i u s  " i f  
you l o v e  y o u r  h o n o u r , "  and a f t e r  V o t a r i u s ,  i n  a f i t  o f  
j e a l o u s y  h i n t s  t o  An s e l mu s  t h a t  The Wi f e  mi g h t  n o t  be 
i n v i o l a t e ,  s h e  r e p r i m a n d s  him f o r  m a r r i n g  h e r  good name:  
" ' T i s  e a s y /  To d r aw a l a d y ' s  h o n o u r  i n  s u s p i c i o n , /  But  
n o t  s o  s oon  r e c o v e r e d  and c o n f i r m e d /  To t h e  f i r s t  f a i t h
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a g a i n  f r om whence  you  b r o u g h t  i t . "  ( I V , i , 3 - 5 )
The o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  a l s o  a r e  more c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  t h a n  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  The W i f e ' s  c h a s t i t y .  
A s i d e  f r om h i s  one j e a l o u s  b l u n d e r ,  V o t a r i u s  c a r e f u l l y  
a d h e r e s  t o  a p o i n t  o f  h o n o r  by d e f e n d i n g  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  
o f  t h e  woman he h a s  s e d u c e d .  He l i e s  t o  h i s  f r i e n d  and 
g oe s  so f a r  as  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a ma s q u e r a d e  o f  d e c e i t  
t o  make An s e l mu s  b e l i e v e  h i s  w i f e  i s  i n n o c e n t .  A l s e l m u s ,  
t o o ,  u l t i m a t e l y  i s  more  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a p p e a r a n c e s .  As 
l o n g  as  The Wi f e  r e ma i  ns f a i  t h f u l  t o  hi m,  he u r g e s  
V o t a r i u s  t o  c o u r t  h e r ,  and he r e f u s e s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s he  
w i l l  n o t  y i e l d .  Ho we v e r ,  as  s oon  as  t h e  de e d  i s  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  and V o t a r i u s ' s  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  become l i e s ,  
An s e l mu s  h e a v e s  a s i g h  and b e l i e v e s  hi m.  Ho n o r ,  t o  a l l  
t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  i s  b u t  a f l i m s y  v e i l  s pun  f r om l i e s  and 
d e c e p t i o n .  The v i l l a i n  B e l a r i u s  s u c c i n c t l y  p o i n t s  o u t  
wh a t  a f a r c e  t h e y  a l l  ha ve  been  a c t i n g :  he c a l l s  The Wi fe
an " h o n o u r a b l e  wh o r e "  b e c a u s e  s h e  has  managed t o  p r e s e r v e  
h e r  good name e ve n  t h o u g h  s h e  i s  an a d u l t u r e s s .
The me a n i n g  o f  h o n o r  b r o a d e n s  i n t h e  mai n p l o t  t o  
a c c o mmo d a t e  a my r i a d  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  U n l i k e  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r s  i n t h e  s e c o n d a r y  p l o t ,  mos t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  
h e r e  a r e  more  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  t a n g i b l e  p r o p e r t i e s  
o f  h o n o r  t h a n  t h e y  a r e  o f  a p p e a r a n c e s .  Onl y The La dy ,
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C h r i s t ! i  ke i n  h e r  p e r f e e t  i o n ,  l o v e ,  and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
r e c o g n i z e s  h o n o r  a s  an e s s e n c e  o f  g o o d n e s s ;  e v e r y o n e  
e l s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  f r a n k l y  a d mi t  t h a t  
" h o n o r "  means  w e a l t h ,  p o s i t i o n ,  and p o we r .  The T y r a n t ,  
o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  
mo s t  b a s e  and p e r v e r t e d  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r .  He b e l i e v e s  he 
ha s  g a i n e d  d i g n i t y  by u s u r p i n g  t h e  r i g h t f u l  r u l e r ,
G o v i a n u s ,  and w i l l  h e a p  mor e  upon h i m s e l f  by s t e a l i n g  h i s  
b r i d e ,  The La dy .  He has  become s o  c o n d i t i o n e d  by t h e  
s e c u l a r  h o n o r  c o d e  and so s e d u c e d  by power  and t h e  
f l a t t e r y  o f  c o u r t  s y c o p h a n t s  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  n a t u r a l  a f f i n i t y  
f o r  v i r t u o u s  h o n o r  he  may h a v e  had  i n  t h e  p a s t  has  l o n g  
s i n c e  a t r o p h i e d .  I t  i s  t r u e  he l o v e s  The L a d y , b u t  h i s  
l o v e  i s  r o o t e d  i n  b a s e r  d e s i r e s ,  n o t  i n  an a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  
h e r  g o o d n e s s .  He p r o p o s e s  t o  make h e r  h i s  q u e e n ,  b u t  s h e  
r e f u s e s ,  c a l l i n g  a l l  t h e  t i t l e s  he has  t o  o f f e r  " b a s t a r d  
h o n o u r s , "  f o r  s h e  w i l l  n o t  a b a n d o n  h e r  b e t r o t h e d  Go v i a n u s  
f o r  a ny  r e a s o n .  The T y r a n t  f a i l s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  n o t  o n l y  
h e r  d e s i r e  t o  be f a i t h f u l  t o  G o v i a n u s ,  b u t  more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  
h e r  r e f u s a l  o f  t h e  " h o n o r s "  o f  r a n k  and w e a l t h  he 
p r o f f e r s :  "And i s  o u r  game so c r o s s e d ?  T h e r e  s t a n d s  t h e
f i r s t /  Of a l l  h e r  k i n d  t h a t  e v e r  r e f u s e d  g r e a t n e s s /  A
woman t o  s e t  l i g h t  by s o v e r e i g n t y !" ( I , i , 1 8 2 - 4 )
Hi s  c a l l o u s  i g n o r a n c e  i s  b o u n d l e s s .  He has  no
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c o m p u l s i o n  a g a i n s t  a s k i n g  The L a d y ' s  f a t h e r ,  H e l v e t i u s ,  
t o  p a n d e r  f o r  h i m,  and i n a s u b l i m e l y  i r o n i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
t h e  t wo men a g r e e  t h a t  The T y r a n t  w i l l  he a p  " h o n o r "  upon 
H e l v e t i u s  i f  he w i l l  p r o s t i t u t e  h i s  d a u g h t e r .  B l i n d l y  he 
b e l i e v e s  H e l v e t i u s  can  p e r s u a d e  The Lady t o  f o r g o  c o y n e s s  
and come w i l l i n g l y  t o  h i s  b e d ,  and he a r r o g a n t l y  a s s e r t s  t h a t  
h e r  y i e l d i n g :  "Mus t  come/  G e n t l y  and k i n d l y ,  l i k e  a d e b t
o f  l o v e , /  Or  *t i s  n o t  wo r t h  r e c e i v i n g . "  ( I , i ,  1 9 2 - 4 )  He 
s oon  d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  h i s  s mu g n e s s  was p r e m a t u r e ;  s h e  c o n ­
t i n u e s  t o  r e j e c t  h i m,  and he d e c i d e s  t o  t a k e  h e r  by f o r c e .
But  The L a d y ' s  v i r t u e  i s  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  a l l  The  T y r a n t ' s  
a r my ,  f o r  s h e  a l s o  t h w a r t s  t h a t  p l a n  by c o m m i t t i n g  s u i c i d e .
A l t h o u g h  he c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f  p o s s e s s e d  o f  " g o o d n e s s  . . . 
g r a c e ,  and v i r t u e , "  he i s  e v a l u a t i n g  h i m s e l f  on d e b a s e d  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  an a r t i f i c i a l  c o d e .  He has  no c o m p r e h e n s i o n  
o f  The L a d y ' s  h i g h e r  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r  wh i c h  c a u s e s  h e r  t o  
c h o o s e  d e a t h  o v e r  d e f i l e m e n t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he r e g a r d s  
h e r  o n l y  as  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  l u s t ;  h a v i n g  no s e n s e  o f  h e r  
wo r t h  as  a human b e i n g ,  he c a n n o t  h o n o r  h e r  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  
way by r e s p e c t i n g  h e r  w i s h e s .  He even  i s  u n a b l e  t o  h o n o r  
t h e  s a c r e d n e s s  o f  d e a t h .  Cr a z e d  by h i s  l o s s  and h i s  
u n r e q u i t e d  l u s t ,  he exhumes  h e r  body and d e t e r m i n e s  t o  
b e d i z e n  i t  " i n  a l l  t h e  g l o r i o u s  r i c h e s  o f  o u r  p a l a c e , "  
h a v e  i t  p a i n t e d  t o  c o u n t e r f e i t  l i f e ,  and p o s s e s s  i t  i n
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s p i t e  o f  e v e r y t h i n g .  Her  s p i r i t ,  h o we v e r ,  r e f u s e s  t o  a l l o w  
h e r  body t o  be d i s h o n o r e d  by d e f i l e m e n t .  I t  v i s i t s  Go v i a n u s  
t o  a s k  hi m t o  a v e n g e  h e r  and  t o  r e t u r n  h e r  c o r p s e  t o  t h e  
s e p u l c h r e  so t h a t  s h e  may f i n d  p e a c e .  Go v i a n u s  d i s g u i s e s  
h i m s e l f  as  an a r t i s t  e mp l o y e d  t o  p a i n t  l i f e  i n t o  h e r  f a c e ,  
and  he c o l o r s  h e r  l i p s  w i t h  p o i s o n e d  c o s m e t i c s .  A f t e r  
k i s s i n g  h e r  i n  a g r u e s o m e  c h a r a d e  o f  l o v e m a k i n g ,  The T y r a n t  
d i e s  i n  a g o n y ,  s t i l l  i g n o r a n t  o f  h i s  own b a s e n e s s  and o f  
t h e  huge  g u l f  wh i c h  had a l wa y s  s e p a r a t e d  h i m s e l f  f r om 
The La dy .
The  T y r a n t  i s  t h e  o n l y  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  
ma i n  p l o t  s o  b l i n d e d  by t h e  s e c u l a r  t r a p p i n g s  o f  h o n o r  
t h a t  he n e v e r  u n d e r s t a n d s  h o n o r  as  v i r t u e .  Go v i a n u s  and 
H e l v e t i u s  a l s o  a r e  i n f e r i o r  t o  The Lady i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  p l a y ,  b u t  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  r i s e  t o  mor a l  a w a r e n e s s  
t h r o u g h  h e r  c o n s u mma t e  g o o d n e s s .  H e l v e t i u s 1 t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  
i s  t h e  mo s t  d r a m a t i c .  An o l d  man,  he ha s  s p e n t  h i s  l i f e  
as  a f a w n i n g  c o u r t i e r ,  w i 1 1 i n g  t o  p r o s t i t u t e  h i m s e l f  as  
we l l  a s  h i s  d a u g h t e r  f o r  p r e f e r m e n t .  L i k e  The T y r a n t ,  he 
c a n n o t  c o mp r e h e n d  o r  a p p r e c i a t e  why The Lady r e f u s e s  t o  
wed o r  bed s o  p o w e r f u l  a r u l e r  who woul d  g r a n t  h e r  u n t o l d  
w e a l t h  and powe r .  Hi s  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  s h e  become The 
T y r a n t ' s  m i s t r e s s ,  i f  n o t  h i s  w i f e ,  i s  ma r k e d  w i t h  an 
i r o n i c  i n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  s t a n d a r d s  o f  h o n o r  t h a t
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he and The Lady p o s s e s s :
B a s e - s p i  r i  t e d  gi  r l ,
T h a t  c a n s t  n o t  t h i n k  a b o v e  d i s g r a c e  and b e g g a r y  
When g l o r y  i s  s e t  f o r  t h e e  and t h y  s e e d ,  
Ad v a n c e me n t  f o r  t h y  f a t h e r ,  ......................... .....
Thy v e r y  s e e d  w i l l  c u r s e  t h e e  i n  t h y  a ge  
When t h e y  s h a l l  h e a r  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h y  w e a k n e s s ;  
How i n  t h y  y o u t h  t h y  f o r t u n e s  t e n d e r e d  t h e e  
A k i ngdom f o r  t h y  s e r v a n t ,  wh i c h  t h o u  l e f t s  
B a s e l y  t o  s e r v e  t h y s e l f .  What  d o s t  t h o u  i n  t h i s  
Bu t  m e r e l y  c o z e n  t h y  p o s t e r i t y  
Of r o y a l t y  and s u c c e s s i o n ,  and t h y s e l f  
Of  d i g n i t y  p r e s e n t ?
I come
To b e a r  t h e e  g e n t l y  t o  h i s  bed  o f  h o n o u r s .
( I I , i  , 2 4 - 7 ;  4 3 - 5 0  ; 8 6 - 7 )
A p i s t o l  d i s c h a r g e d  i n  h i s  d i r e c t i o n  and a v e r b a l  
l a s h i n g  f r om Go v i a n u s  j o l t s  H e l v e t i u s  i n t o  mor a l  a w a r e n e s s .  
B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  he had come c l o s e  t o  b e i n g  k i l l e d ,  he 
r e a l i z e s  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l i t y , n o t  t i t l e s  o r  w e a l t h  w i l l  be 
h o n o r e d  i n  h e a v e n ,  and s u d d e n l y  he r i g h t s  h i s  p r i o r i t i e s  
and b e g i n s  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  d a u g h t e r ' s  v i r t u e .  No 
l o n g e r  c o n t e n t  t o  be  The  T y r a n t ' s  c r e a t u r e ,  he  becomes  a 
f r a n k  and c o u r a g e o u s  s p o k e s ma n  on b e h a l f  o f  g e n u i n e  h o n o r .
As t h e  f o r m e r  k i n g  and b e l o v e d  o f  The La d y ,  Go v i a n u s  
i s  endowed w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  t r u e  h o n o r ,  b u t  h e ,  l i k e  
H e l v e t i u s ,  r e a c h e s  a g r e a t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h o n o r  and t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h o s e  who woul d  a t t a i n  i t .  A l t h o u g h  
he ha s  known and be e n  b e t r o t h e d  t o  The Lady f o r  some t i m e ,  
h e ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  d o e s  n o t  f a t h o m t h e  e x t e n t
o f  h e r  v i r t u e .  I n i t i a l l y  he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  e a r t h l y  h o n o r s
w i l l  s e d u c e  h e r  f r om h e r  vows and t o  The T y r a n t ' s  b e d :
0 , s h e ' s  a woman,  and h e r  eye  w i l l  s t a n d  
Upon a d v a n c e m e n t ,  n e v e r  we a r y  y o n d e r ;
But  when s he  t u r n s  h e r  h e a d  by c h a n c e  and s e e s  
The f o r t u n e s  t h a t  a r e  my c o mp a n i o n s ,
S h e ' l l  s n a t c h  h e r  e y e s  o f f ,  and  r e p e n t  t h e  l o o k i n g .
( I , i , 6 3 - 7 )
A l t h o u g h  t h r i l l e d  by h e r  c o n s t a n c y ,  he c o mp r e h e n d s  
n e i t h e r  t h e  r i g o r o u s n e s s  o f  h e r  s t a n d a r d s  n o r  t h e  s u p e r ­
f i c i a l i t y  o f  hi  s o wn . I n d e e d , he c o n t i  nues  t o  t h i n k  o f  
h o n o r  as  t i t l e s  and w e a l t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  v i r t u e ,  mor a l  
c o u r a g e ,  o r  g e n e r o s i t y  o f  s p i r i t  u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  L a d y ' s  
s u i c i d e .  When he d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  The T y r a n t ' s  s o l d i e r s  a r e  
p r e p a r i n g  t o  a b d u c t  h e r  f o r  r a v i s h m e n t ,  he i g n o r e s  h e r  
p l i g h t ,  b u t  mour ns  h i s  own l o s s .  The  men a r e  comi ng " Fo r  
t h e e ,  my g l o r y , /  The r i c h e s  o f  my y o u t h , "  and when s h e  
demands  t h a t  he k i l l  h e r  b e f o r e  s h e  c a n  be d r a g g e d  awa y ,  
he c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h i n k  o f  h i m s e l f :
Mus t  I me e t  p e a c e  i n  t h y  d e s t r u c t i o n  
Or w i l l  i t  n e ' e r  come a t  me?
' T i s a mos t  m i s e r a b l e  way t o  g e t  i t
I had r a t h e r  be c o n t e n t  t o  l i v e  w i t h o u t  i t
Than pay so d e a r  f o r ' t ,  and y e t  l o s e  i t  t o o .  ( I l l , i , 82 -
The Lady shows  n o t  o n l y  g r e a t e r  c o u r a g e ,  b u t  g r e a t e r  
l o v e  as  w e l l .  She t h i n k s  n o t  o f  h e r s e l f  n o r  t h e  h o r r o r s  
f a c i n g  h e r ;  h e r  c o n c e r n s  l i e  w i t h  h e r  l o r d ' s  s a f e t y  and 
t h e  l o s s  he w i l l  s u f f e r  i f  s h e  i s  t a k e n  t o  The T y r a n t :
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Wi l l  you be r o b b e d
And h a v e  s u c h  w a r n i n q  o f  t h e  t h i e v e s ?
Come o n , ” S i r !
A r e s o l u t e  c a p t a i n  
Wi l l  r a t h e r  f l i n g  t h e  t r e a s u r e s  o f  h i s  b a r k
In t o  Wh a l e s '  t h r o a t s  t h a n  p i r a t e s  s h o u l d  be
g o r g e d  w i t h 11 .
L e t  me no more  be s e e n .  I ' m l i k e  t h a t  t r e a s u r e  
Da n g e r o u s  t o  hi m t h a t  k e e p s  i t .  Ri d t h y  h a n d s  o n ' t .
( I l l , i  , 6 6 - 7 6 )
When he l i n g e r s  t o o  l o n g  i n  h i s  s e l f - p i t y ,  s h e  c a l l s  
upon wh a t  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  h i g h e s t  a p p e a l  s h e  ca n  m a k e : 
" Fo r  h o n o u r ' s  s a k e ,  d i s p a t c h  me! "  She k n e e l s  i n  p r a y e r  and 
w a i t s  f o r  t h e  b l ow o f  h i s  s wor d t o  s e n d  h e r  t o  h e a v e n ,  b u t
he i s  t o o  weak t o  c o mp l y ;  f a l l i n g  i n t o  a f a i n t ,  he l e a v e s
h e r  a l o n e  t o  f u l f i l l  one  of  t h e  mo s t  d i f f i c u l t  demands  o f  
t h e  h o n o r  c o d e :  t o  t a k e  h e r  own l i f e  r a t h e r  t h a n  f a c e  
di  s h o n o r .
When he r e c o v e r s  and f i n d s  h e r  d e a d ,  Go v i a n u s  f i n a l l y  
c o mp r e h e n d s  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  The L a d y ' s  b r a v e r y ,  l o v e ,  and 
v i r t u e ,  and he a wa k e n s  a l s o  t o  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  wha t  
h o n o r  r e q u i r e s .  To p r o v e  t h i s ,  M i d d l e t o n  a l l o w s  him t o  
p a s s  a d i f f i c u l t  t e s t  t h a t  The Lady p r e s e n t s  t o  h i m;  h e r  
s p i r i t  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  he k i l l  The T y r a n t  t o  r e v e n g e  h e r  
b o d y ' s  d e f i l e m e n t .
At  t h i s  p o i n t ,  M i d d l e t o n  p a y s  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  
c o n c e p t  o f  h o n o r  b a s e d  upon t h e  s a c r e d  d u t y  o f  a v e n g i n g  
t h e  d e a t h  o r  d i s h o n o r  o f  a l o v e d  o n e ,  b u t  he d i s r e g a r d s
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E n g l i s h  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  i n  h i s  me t h o d s .  
Whi l e  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  was c u r r e n t  among 
J a c o b e a n s ,  p l a y g o e r s  may have  been s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  me t h o d s  
o f  r e v e n g e  Mi d d l e t o n  g a v e  Go v i a n u s .  They woul d  have  
e x p e c t e d  Go v i a n u s  t o  s l a y  The T y r a n t  i n an open c o n f r o n ­
t a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  d e p l o r e d  I t a l i a n a t e  me t h o d s  o f  
r e v e n g e  i n v o l v i n g  s t e a l t h ,  d i s g u i s e ,  and p o i s o n .  Ye t ,  
Go v i a n u s  e mpl oys  a l l  t h e s e  a i d s  and mu r d e r s  The T y r a n t  
w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  him a c h a n c e  t o  d e f e n d  h i m s e l f .  S t i l l ,  he 
i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n s  a r e  h o n o r a b l e  b e c a u s e  he i s  
d o i n g  wha t  The Lady e x p e c t s  o f  hi m:  "Had I f e a r e d  d e a t h ,
I ' d  n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  n o b l e /  To s e a l  t h i s  a c t  upon me whi ch  
e ' e n  h o n o u r s  me/  Unt o my m i s t r e s s ;  s p i r i t .  I t  l o v e s  me 
f o r ' t . "  ( V, i i , 1 4 7 - 9 )  And The L a d y ' s  s p i r i t ,  a symbol  
o f  d i v i n i t y ,  w a t c h e s  t h e  T y r a n t ' s  e x e c u t i o n  and a p p r o v e s :  
"My t r u e s t  l o v e , /  L i v e  e v e r  h o n o u r e d  h e r e ,  and b l e s s e d  
a b o v e . "  ( V, i i , 1 6 3 - 4 )
T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  r e v e n g e r  i n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  
doe s  n o t  s u r v i v e  a f t e r  he has  k i l l e d  h i s  a d v e r s a r y ,  e v e n  i f  
he has  p r o p e r l y  f o l l o w e d  E n g l i s h  c o n v e n t i o n s .  Be c a u s e  h i s  
t a s k  has  been  so e m o t i o n a l l y  a r d u o u s ,  i t  wa r p s  and s c a r s  
h i m,  r e n d e r i n g  him i n c a p a b l e  o f  a nor mal  l i f e .  Al s o  t h e  
l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n  e me r g e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  a man 
mus t  s u f f e r  f o r  b r e a k i n g  t h e  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  l aw a g a i n s t
1 3 7
p e r s o n a l  r e v e n g e .  J a c o b e a n  a u d i e n c e s  no d o u b t  s y m p a t h i z e d
w i t h  t h e  h e r o i c  r e v e n g e r  and wa n t e d  him t o  s u c c e e d ,  b u t
t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  he mu s t  g i v e  up h i s  l i f e  i n  e x p i a t i o n
23f o r  o v e r r i d i n g  t h e  r u l e s  o f  God.  Y e t ,  Go v i a n u s  b r e a k s  
b o t h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  and E n g l i s h  s o c i a l  d i c t a t e s  c o n c e r n i n g  
b l o o d  r e v e n g e ,  and he d o e s  n o t  d i e  f o r  i t ;  n e i t h e r  does  
he s u f f e r  t h e  me n t a l  a n g u i s h  t h e  o b s e s s i o n  f o r  r e v e n g e  
s h o u l d  i n f l i c t  upon hi m.  I n d e e d ,  he becomes  so r e s p e c t e d  
by t h e  member s  o f  t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  t h e y  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e s t o r e  
him t o  t h e  t h r o n e .  In a v e n g i n g  The La dy ,  he f u l f i l l s  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  h o n o r  h a s  d e ma n d e d ,  and t h i s  g i v e s  him p e a c e .
L i k e  A F a i r  Q u a r r e l  , The Se c ond  Mai den 1s T r a g e d y  pays  
homage t o  d i f f e r e n t  and a p p a r e n t l y  c o n f l i c t i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h e  h o n o r  c o d e .  The p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  b o t h  p l a y s  a r e  
d e d i c a t e d  t o  h o n o r  on a s p i r i t u a l  p l a n e ;  y e t ,  t h e y  a l s o  
s e e k  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  f o r  wr ongs  done  t o  t he m.  Mi d d l e t o n  
d e v i a t e d  f r om c o n v e n t i o n  by a l l o w i n g  Go v i a n u s  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  h i s  r e v e n g e  by " d i s r e p u t a b l e "  me t h o d s  and s t i l l  l i v e ,  
r e s p e c t e d  by t h e  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  The La dy .  S u r e l y  t h i s  
s a y s  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  t h e  
h o n o r  c o d e :  l i k e  many o t h e r  g e n t e e l  J a c o b e a n s ,  he m a i n ­
t a i n e d  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  s a c r e d n e s s  o f  h o n o r  f r om b o t h  a 
C h r i s t i a n  and a c h i v a l r i c  s t a n d p o i n t .  In The Se c ond  
M a i d e n ' s  T r a g e d y , h i s  e a r l i e r  p l a y ,  he i d e a l i s t i c a l l y  s e t  
f o r t h  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  t h e  t wo v i e ws  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e ,  t h a t
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e v e n  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who a r e  s p i r i t u a l l y  p u r e  i n t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
s e n s e  can a l s o  a d h e r e  s t e a d f a s t l y  t o  t h e  s a c r e d  d i c t a t e s  o f  
t h e  a n c i e n t  r e v e n g e  e t h i c .  However ,  by t h e  t i me  he w r o t e  
A F a i r  Q u a r r e l , h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  had t e mp e r e d  s o me wh a t ,  and 
he was u n a b l e  t o  make t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  demands  o f  t h e  two 
c o d e s  mesh as  c o m p a t i b l y  as  b e f o r e .  By t h e  t i me  o f  h i s  g r e a t ­
e s t  and l a s t  ( o r  n e x t  t o  t h e  l a s t )  p l a y ,  The C h a n g e l i n g  ( 1 6 2 2 ) ,  
he s eems  t o  ha ve  l o s t  h i s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  human b e i n g s  
t o  a c h i e v e  t r u e  h o n o r .
THE CHANGELING:
The D e b a s i n g  o f  t h e  Honor  Code
Rowl ey a l s o  c o l l a b o r a t e d  wi t h  M i d d l e t o n  on The 
Ch a n g e ! i  n g , a g a i n  t a k i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  
s e c o n d a r y  p l o t  and l e a v i n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  p l o t  
l a r g e l y  t o  M i d d l e t o n .  The a c t i o n  i n  t h e  mai n  p l o t  c o n c e r n s  
a young  g i r l ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , b e t r o t h e d  t o  Al o n z o  de 
P i r a c q u o .  B e f o r e  t h e  we d d i n g  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  s h e  me e t s  and 
f a l l s  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  n o b l e ma n ,  A l s e me r o .  A d h e r i n g  
t o  a p o i n t  o f  h o n o r ,  h e r  new l o v e  wa n t s  t o  due l  Al o n z o  f o r  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a 1 s h a n d ,  b u t  t h e  young  l a d y  p r e f e r s  
t h a t  Al s e me r o  n o t  r i s k  h i s  l i f e ,  and s h e  h i r e s  a s e r v a n t ,
De F l o r e s ,  t o  mu r d e r  A l o n z o ,  t h u s  f r e e i n g  h e r  t o  ma r r y  
A l s e m e r o .  De F l o r e s ,  an u g l y ,  v i l l a i n o u s  c r e a t u r e ,  l o a t h e d  
and s c o r n e d  by B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  l o v e s  h e r  so
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ma dl y  t h a t  he s l a v i s h l y  f o l l o w s  h e r  a b o u t ,  e n d u r e s  h e r  
c o n t e m p t ,  and h o p e s  f o r  e ven  a d i s d a i n f u l  g l a n c e  f r om h e r .  
Be c a u s e  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a 1s r e q u e s t  t h a t  he mu r d e r  Al o n z o  i s  
c o u c h e d  i n  s e x u a l  i n n u e n d o ,  De F l o r e s  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i f  he 
do e s  as  s he  a s k s ,  s h e  w i l l  r e wa r d  him by b e c o mi n g  h i s  
m i s t r e s s .  A f t e r  he has  done  h e r  b i d d i n g  s h e  t r i e s  t o  pay 
him w i t h  money ,  b u t  he b l a c k m a i l s  h e r  i n t o  s u r r e n d e r i n g  
h e r s e l f .  A f t e r  s h e  m a r r i e s  A l s e m e r o ,  s h e  b r i b e s  h e r  mai d 
D i a p h a n t a  i n t o  t a k i n g  h e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m ' s  bed on 
t h e i r  we d d i n g  n i g h t  so t h a t  he w i l l  n o t  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  s he  
has  l o s t  h e r  v i r g i n i t y .  She a l s o  has  been  f o r c e d  t o  
c o u n t e r f e i t  t h e  p r o p e r  sympt oms  o f  a " t e s t "  t h a t  Al s me r o  
a d m i n i s t e r s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  s h e  i s  c h a s t e .  By t h i s  t i m e ,  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  a nd  De F l o r e s  h a v e  become l o v e r s  i n  e v e r y  
s e n s e  o f  t h e  wo r d ,  and he m u r d e r s  D i a p h a n t a  t o  keep  h e r  
f r om r e v e a l i n g  t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  h e r  m i s t r e s s .  Me a n wh i l e ,  
A l o n z o ' s  b r o t h e r ,  Tomazo,  ha s  a p p e a r e d ,  s e e k i n g  r e v e n g e  
f o r  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  mu r d e r .  E v e n t u a l l y  a l l  t h e  f a c t s  e me r g e ,  
and De F l o r e s ,  u n w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t  f r om B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ,  
k i l l s  h e r  and t hem h i m s e l f ,  s t i l l  s a v o r i n g  t h e  d e l i c i o u s n e s s  
o f  h e r  v i r g i n a l  y i e l d i n g .
Al l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h i s  p l o t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
d e p r a v e d  De F l o r e s ,  a r e ,  as  R o b e r t  O r n s t e i n  s a y s , " a b s o r b e d  i n
24c h a r a d e s  o f  h o n o u r ; "  e n g r o s s e d  w i t h  t h e  m i n u t a e  o f  t h e
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s o c i a l  c o d e ,  t h e y  f a i l  t o  g r a s p  t h e  d e e p e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  
of  h o n o r  o r  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  v i r t u e s  wh i c h  s i g n i f y  i t .
Be c a u s e  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ,  t h e  mos t  b l i n d  and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  
o f  a l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  ha s  n e v e r  p o s s e s s e d  a s t r o n g  s e n s e  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l  i d e n t i t y ,  s h e  s e e s  h e r s e l f  o n l y  as  o t h e r s  
s e e  h e r :  a s w e e t ,  y oung  g i r l ,  i n c a p a b l e  o f  w r o n g d o i n g .
Be c a u s e  s h e  has  be e n  n u r t u r e d  on a r i s t o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d ,  
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  on t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c ode  t o  
whi ch  h e r  f a m i l y  a d h e r e s ,  s h e  has  a c c e p t e d  -them as  
a b s o l u t e s ,  even  s e t t i n g  t hem up as  f a l s e  gods  wh i c h  d i c t a t e  
h e r  s t a n d a r d  o f  b e h a v i o r .  Women we r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
e x p e c t e d  t o  p o s s e s s  " m a s c u l i n e "  v i r t u e s  s u c h  as  c o u r a g e ,  
s t r e n g t h ,  o r  a s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  
and a p p a r e n t l y ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  has  managed t o  grow up 
w i t h o u t  be c omi ng  f u l l y  c o g n i z a n t  o f  t h e  more  s i g n i f i c a n t  
me a n i n g s  o f  h o n o r ,  e i t h e r .
She d o e s ,  h o we v e r ,  p o s s e s s  t h e  one  v i r t u e  a b s o l u t e l y  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  women who woul d  c l a i m  h o n o r :  c h a s t i t y .  She
p u b l i c l y  r e f e r s  t o  i t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p l a y  w i t h  a f r a n k  c a n d o r  
t h a t  may s u r p r i s e  moder n  a u d i e n c e s ,  b u t  wh i c h  makes  us 
a wa r e  o f  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  J a c o b e a n  s o c i e t y .  S i n c e  h e r  
v i r g i n i t y  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r  mos t  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t ,  i t  has  
become a c h e r i s h e d  p a r t  o f  h e r  i d e n t i t y ,  and when s h e  
r e a l i z e s  t h a t  De F l o r e s  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  have  i t ,  s he
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becomes  t e r r i f i e d  t h a t  h e r  one p r e c i o u s  p o s s e s s i o n  wh i c h
e mb o d i e s  h e r  h o n o r  w i l l  be s t r i p p e d  f r om h e r  u n d e r  i g n o b l e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s :  "Why,  ' t i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h o u  c a n s t  be so
w i c k e d . /  Or s h e l t e r  s uch  a c u n n i n g  c r u e l t y , /  To make h i s
d e a t h  t h e  m u r d e r e r  o f  my h o n o u r ! "  ( I V , i , 1 2 0 - 3 )  No m a t t e r
t h a t  s he  has  j u s t  s e d u c e d  De F l o r e s  i n t o  m u r d e r i n g  Al o n z o
so t h a t  s he  can s a t i s f y  h e r  r o m a n t i c  whi m.  As Ke n n e t h
Mui r  has  s a i d ,  s he  ha s  "no mor a l  s e n s e  o t h e r  t h a n  wha t
25s o c i e t y  has  h a n d e d  h e r . "
Be c a u s e  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  ha s  a l wa y s  been  a mor a l  
c r i p p l e ,  h e r  " f a l l "  may be a v e r y  s h o r t  one  by d i v i n e  
s t a n d a r d s ,  b u t  i t  i s  g r e a t  by t h e  s o c i a l  ones  t o  wh i c h  
s he  pa ys  homage .  Ha v i ng  l o s t  h e r  c h a s t i t y ,  h e r  f i r s t  
d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a d e s t r o y e d  r e p u t a t i o n ,  
s h e  r e s o r t s  t o  t h e  f a i l - s a f e  h e r  h o n o r  s y s t e m o f f e r s - - s h e  
s i m p l y  h i d e s  h e r  w a n t o n n e s s  f r om t h e  w o r l d .  She w i l l  go 
t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  p r e v e n t  Al s e me r o  f r om f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  
t r u t h .  She s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  t e s t  he w i l l  a d m i n i s t e r  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  h e r  c h a s t i t y ;  by g i v i n g  t h e  ma g i c a l  p o t i o n  
t o  h e r  v i r g i n a l  ma i d ,  s h e  l e a r n s  t o  g a p e ,  s n e e z e ,  l a u g h ,  
and c r y  when Al s e me r o  g i v e s  t h e  same l i q u i d  t o  h e r .  L a t e r  
s h e  h i r e s D i a p a n t h a  t o  t a k e  h e r  p l a c e  on h e r  we d d i n g  n i g h t .  And 
b e c a u s e  De F l o r e s  p l a y s  t h e  r o l e  o f  " h o n o r a b l e "  s e d u c e r ,  
even  p l a c i n g  h i m s e l f  i n j e a p o r d y  t o  p r o t e c t  h e r  good name,
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B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  b e g i n s  t o  l o o k  upon him w i t h  a d m i r a t i o n .  
She d e c l a r e s ,  " I ' m  f o r c e d  t o  l o v e  t h e e  n o w , /  ' Ca u s e  t h o u  
p r o v i d ' s t  so c a r e f u l l y  f o r  my h o n o u r . "  ( V , i , 4 7 - 8 )
A l t h o u g h  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  ' s i mmor al  b e h a v i o r  seems  
i n e x c u s a b l e ,  i t  becomes  more  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  when we s e e  
how t h e  o t h e r  " h o n o r a b l e "  c h a r a c t e r s  p l a c e  e mp h a s i s  upon 
s u p e r f i c i a l  v i r t u e s .  A l s e m e r o ,  one  o f  t h e  p l a y ' s  more 
s y m p a t h e t i c  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a l s o  i s  r u l e d  by t h e  s o c i a l  com­
mandment s  o f  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e  and by t h e  r e v e n g e  and d u e l ­
l i n g  e t h i c ,  b u t  he f a i l s  t o  d we l l  upon t h e  more  i m p o r t a n t  
mor a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  u n t i l  a f t e r  he has  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ' s a f f a i r  w i t h  De F l o r e s  and t h e i r  r e s p o n ­
s i b i l i t y  f o r  A l o n z o ' s  m u r d e r .  A l t h o u g h  o s t e n s i b l y  a l o v e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  p l a y ' s  a c t i o n ,  f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  
he  i s  a s o l d i e r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  c h i v a l r i c  
ma n d a t e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w a r r i o r s .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p l a y  he 
c o m p l a i n s  t h a t  a r e c e n t  m i l i t a r y  t r u c e  ha s  p r e v e n t e d  h i s  
a v e n g i n g  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h .  When he d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  i s  a l r e a d y  s p o k e n  f o r ,  w i t h  e q u i a n i m i t y  
he p r o p o s e s  t o  d u e l  Al o n z o  de P i r a c q u o ,  t a k i n g  f o r  g r a n t e d  
t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t i f i a b l e  t o  k i l l  a man i n  i l l e g a l  c o mb a t  so 
t h a t  he may c l a i m  h i s  b e t r o t h e d  as  i f  s h e  we r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s p o i l s  o f  b a t t l e .  L a t e r ,  he i s  h o r r i f i e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  ha s  s a v e d  him t h e  t r o u b l e  o f  k i l l i n g
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Al o n z o  by h i r i n g  De F l o r e s  t o  do t h e  wor k .  On t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  he i s  n o t  a t  a l l  p e r t u r b e d  t h a t  Tomazo i s  d e t e r m i n e d  
t o  k i l l  s omeone  t o  a v e n g e  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  d e a t h .
A l s e m e r o ,  l i k e  Ans e l mus  o f  The Se c ond  M a i d e n ' s  T r a g e d y , 
a l s o  i s  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  h i s  b r i d e ' s  c h a s t i t y .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e ,  a g e n t l e m a n  c a n n o t  ma r r y  a 
d e f l o w e r e d  l a d y  u n l e s s  he i s  t h e  one  who ha s  a c c o m p l i s h e d
p r
t h e  d e e d ,  and c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  Al s e me r o  i s  v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  
a b o u t  t h e  woman he w i l l  wed.  He t h i n k s  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  i s  
p u r e  b e c a u s e  h e r  i n n o c e n t  b e a u t y  make h e r  a p p e a r  v i r t u o u s ,  
b u t  he  knows t h a t  a man o f  h o n o r  can  n e v e r  be t o o  c a r e f u l  
i n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  He s c r u t i n i z e s  h e r  v i r t u e ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a t e s t  wh i c h  p r o v e s  o n l y  t h a t  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  has  l e a r n e d  how t o  p r e s e r v e  h e r  h o n o r  
( r e p u t a t i o n )  by d i s s e m b l i n g .  A f t e r  t h e y  ha ve  wed,  and 
A l s e m e r o ' s  f r i e n d  J a s p e r i n o  c o n v i n c e s  him t h a t  he s h o u l d  
be s u s p i c i o u s  o f  h i s  w i f e ' s  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  he p r o c l a i m s  w i t h  
a l l  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  a man u n d e r  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n :
"Oh,  we r e  s h e  t h e  s o l e  g l o r y  of  t h e  e a r t h . /  Had e y e s  t h a t  
c o u l d  s h o o t  f i r e  i n t o  k i n g s '  b r e a s t s , /  And t o u c h ' d  s he  
s l e e p s  n o t  h e r e ! "  ( IV,  i i , 1 0 5 - 7 )
As u n l i k e l y  as  i t  may s e e m,  even  t h e  r e p u l s i v e  De 
F l o r e s  a l s o  a d h e r e s  t o  a s t r i c t ,  a l b e i t  p e r v e r t e d  s t a n d a r d  
o f  h o n o r .  A l t h o u g h  he i s  a s e r v a n t  i n B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ' s
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h o u s e h o l d ,  s u r p r i s i n g l y  he i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h i s  own s t a t u s  
i n  s o c i e t y .  "I  t u mb l e d  i n t o  t  h * wo r l d  a g e n t l e m a n , "  he 
s a y s ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  t h a t  hi  s h a u g h t y  m i s t r e s s  doe s  n o t  g i v e  him
t h e  r e s p e c t  t o  wh i c h  he i s  e n t i t l e d .  L i k e  A l s e m e r o ,  he a l s o  
w i s h e s  t o  make a good ma t c h  f o r  h i m s e l f .  A l t h o u g h  a wa r e  
t h a t  he c a n n o t  m a r r y  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , he c e r t a i n l y  can 
s i m u l a t e  t h e  m a r r i a g e  s t a t e  w i t h  h e r ,  and h e ,  l i k e  a l l
h o n o r a b l e  g e n t l e m e n ,  p r e f e r s  t h e  c h a s t e  woman:
And we r e  I n o t  r e s o l v ' d  i n  my b e l i e f  
T h a t  t h y  v i r g i n i t y  we r e  p e r f e c t  i n  t h e e ,
I s h o u l d  b u t  t a k e  my r e c o mp e n s e  w i t h  g r u d g i n g ,
As i f  I had b u t  h a l f  my h o p e s  I a g r e e d  f o r .
( I l l ,  i v ,  1 1 6 - 1 9 )
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  o f f e n d s  him when s h e  o f f e r s  money t o  
pay f o r  A l o n z o ' s  m u r d e r .  E x p e c t i n g  h e r  t o  e mb r a c e  him w i t h  
wa n t o n  k i s s e s ,  he b r i d l e s  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  m u r d e r i n g  f o r  
w e a l t h ,  b u t  he f e e l s  no d i s h o n o r  a t  m u r d e r i n g  f o r  t h e  
s w e e t n e s s  o f  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ' s w i l l i n g  f l e s h .  And when 
s h e  d o e s  y i e l d  t o  h i m,  he s t r i c t l y  a d h e r e s  t o  t h e  h o n o r  
c ode  by p r o t e c t i n g  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  a t  a l l  c o s t s ;  w i t h o u t  
t h o u g h t  f o r  h i s  own s a f e t y ,  he mu r d e r s  D i a p h a n t a  and s e t s  
h e r  a p a r t m e n t  on f i r e  t o  make s u r e  s h e  w i l l  n o t  s p r e a d  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ' s g u i l t y  s e c r e t .  And f i n a l l y ,  l i k e  an 
h o n o r a b l e  g e n t l e m a n  who w i l l  t a k e  h i s  own l i f e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  s u f f e r  i g n o b i l i t y ,  De F l o r e s  d e f i e s  h i s  a d v e r s a r i e s  
and c ommi t s  s u i c i d e  r a t h e r  t h a n  f a c e  t h e  h u m i l a t i o n  o f
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t o r t u r e .  I t  i s  odd t h a t  a man who p o s s e s s e s  so f ew o f  t h e  
c o n c o m i t a n t  v i r t u e s  o f  t r u e  h o n o r - - h e  i s  w i t h o u t  p i e t y ,  
w i t h o u t  g o o d n e s s ,  and w i t h o u t  h o n e s t y - - s h o u l d  s t i l l  
c o n s i d e r  h i m s e l f  a man o f  h o n o r .  Y e t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
wa r p e d  and d e v a l u e d  s t a n d a r d s  s o c i e t y  ha s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  
t r u e  h o n o r ,  De F l o r e s  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  wr ong i n  h i s  e s t i m a t i o n  
o f  h i m s e l f .  L i k e  A l s e m e r o ,  he ha s  t a k e n  g r e a t  c a r e  t o  l i v e  
t o  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  h i s  h o n o r  c o d e .
Al l  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  The C h a n g e ! i  ng a r e  s m a l 1e r  i n  
s t a t u r e  t h a n  The Lady o f  The Se c o n d  M a i d e n 1s T r a g e d y  o r  
C a p t a i n  Ag e r  o f  h_ F a i r  Q u a r r e l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  l i v e  by a s e t  o f  
man- ma de  r u l e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  by t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  l aw 
wh i c h  g o v e r n s  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  Fo r  M i d d l e t o n ,  human b e i n g s  
become i m p o t e n t  and b l i n d  when t h e y  i g n o r e  Go d ' s  p l a n  and 
wor k o u t  t h e i r  own mo r a l  s t a n d a r d s  and s e l f - s e e k i n g  j u s t i c e .
In Tomazo,  t h e  w o u l d - b e  a v e n g e r  i n  The C h a n g e l i n g , M i d d l e t o n  
a l s o  shows  a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  t h e  r e v e n g e  e t h i c .  Whi l e  
i n  e a r l i e r  p l a y s  he r e s p e c t s  m a n ' s  d e s i r e  o r  n e e d  t o  r e d r e s s  
wr o n g s  done  by means  o f  b l o o d  r e v e n g e ,  i n  The C h a n g e l i n g , 
he shows  t h a t  God a l o n e  c a n  d i s p e n s e  u n e r r i n g  j u s t i c e .
Tomazo f i r s t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  p l a y ' s  a c t i o n  as  a 
r a t i o n a l  man,  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  s a f e t y ,  and 
d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  wh a t  has  h a p p e n e d  t o  h i m.  However  
a s  he becomes  mor e  s i n g l e - m i n d e d  i n  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  an 
unknown m u r d e r e r ,  he l o s e s  c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  me n t a l  f a c u l t i e s
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and h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  f u n c t i o n  as  a s o c i a l  b e i n g :
I c a n n o t  t a s t e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  l i f e  
Wi t h t h e  same r e l i s h  I was won t  t o  do.
Man I gr ow we a r y  o f ,  and h o l d  h i s  f e l l o w s h i p  
A t r e a c h e r o u s ,  b l o o d y  f r i e n d s h i p ;  and b e c a u s e  
I am i g n o r a n t  i n  whom my w r a t h  s h o u l d  s e t t l e ,
I mu s t  t h i n k  a l l  men v i l l a i n s ,  and t h e  n e x t  
I m e e t ,  w h o e ' e r  he b e ,  t h e  m u r d e r e r  
Of  my mo s t  w o r t h y  b r o t h e r .  ( V , i i , 1 - 8 )
To ma z o ' s  s e n s e  o f  j u d g m e n t  d e t e r i o r a t e s  r a p i d l y  as  he becomes  
more  and mor e  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  f i n d i n g  t h e  k i l l e r  o f  h i s  
b r o t h e r . F i n a l l y  he c a r e s  n o t  t h a t  j u s t i c e  be  s e r v e d ; he 
wa n t s  o n l y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  k i l l i n g  s o me ­
o n e .  When B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a 1s f a t h e r ,  Ve r ma n d e r o ,  a n n o u n c e s  
t h a t  h i s  s e r v a n t s  F r a n c i s c u s  and  A n t o n i o  may be t h e  
c u l p r i t s ,  Tomazo d o e s  n o t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  l aw t o  a p p r e h e n d  
and t r y  t he m,  b u t  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  he w i l l  d i s p e n s e  " j u s t i c e "  
h i m s e l f :  " L i k e  s u b t l e  l i g h t e n i n g  w i l l  I wi nd  a b o u t  ' e m . /
And m e l t  t h e i r  mar r ow i n  ' e m. "  ( V , i i i , 8 6 - 7 )
F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  F r a n c i s c u s  and A n t o n i o ,  B e a t r i c e -  
J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y  f o r  
A l o n z o ' s  d e a t h  b e f o r e  Tomazo can  l a y  h i s  h a n d s  on t h e m,  
and c a u g h t  i n  t h e i r  own web o f  t r e a c h e r y  and l u s t ,  t h e  
two m u r d e r e r s  d i e  f o r  t h e i r  c r i m e s .  Had Tomazo r e l i e d  
upon V e r m a n d e r o ' s  j u d g m e n t  and h i s  own wa r p e d  s e n s e  o f  
j u s t i c e ,  he wo u l d  h a v e  mu r d e r e d  t wo i n n o c e n t  men,  At  t h e  
p l a y ' s  e n d ,  w e , 1 i ke T o ma z o , a r e  made a wa r e  t h a t  t h e  o r t h o d o x
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C h r i s t i a n  p r e a c h e r  was r i g h t :  v e n g e a n c e  d o e s  b e l o n g  t o
God,  and Him a l o n e .  Whi l e  humans a r e  i g n o r a n t  and we a k ,
God i s  o m n i p o t e n t  and p o w e r f u l ,  c a p a b l e  o f  s e e k i n g  o u t
s i n n e r s  and d i s p e n s i n g  p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e ,  and He p u n i s h e s
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s  i n  a way t h a t  no m i d n i g h t
a v e n g e r  c o u l d .  I f  De F l o r e s  r e ma i n s  d e f i a n t  t o  t h e  e n d ,
g l a d  t h a t  he had e a r n e d  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a ' s " h o n o u r ' s
p r i z e , "  he s t i l l  has  enough s p i r i t u a l  i n s i g h t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d
t h a t  he f a c e s  e t e r n i t y  i n  h e l l .  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  r e a c h e s
an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h e r  own mor a l  and s p i r i t u a l  d e b t
t h a t  s h e  n e v e r  woul d  h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  had s h e  n o t  had t o
f a c e  t h e  e n o r m i t y  o f  h e r  c r i m e s .  "She becomes  mor a l  o n l y
27by be c omi ng  dammed, "  r e ma r k e d  E l i o t ,  and t h a t  mor a l  
a wa k e n i n g  p a i n s  h e r  f a r  more  t h a n  a r e v e n g e r ' s  s wor d 
c o u l d .  In t h e  e n d ,  Tomazo s a y s :  "I  am s a t i s f i e d ;  my
i n j u r i e s /  L i e  dead  b e f o r e  me.  I can  e x a c t  no m o r e . "
( I , i i i , 1 9 0 - 1 )  And we l l  s h o u l d  he be s a t i s f i e d .  God has  
r e l i e v e d  him o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  an e r r i n g  j u d g e m e n t  
and an empt y  r e v e n g e .
A l s e m e r o a l s o  a wa ke ns  t o  a h i g h e r  f o r m o f  j u s t i c e  and 
h o n o r  a t  t h e  end o f  The C h a n g e l i n g  b e c a u s e  he r e a l i z e s  
t h a t  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  t r a p p i n g s  o f  h o n o r  become n o t h i n g  i n  
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  mor a l  r i g h t n e s s  and s p i r i t u a l i t y .  "Thou a r e  
a l l  d e f o r m ' d ! "  he c r i e s  t o  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a
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when he l e a r n s  o f  h e r  r o l e  i n  A l o n z o ' s  m u r d e r ;  he u n d e r ­
s t a n d s  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  c h a s t i t y  s he  may h a v e  p o s s e s s e d  has  
l i t t l e  wo r t h  h o u s e d  i n  a body whose  s p i r i t  i s  so f o u l .
T h e i r  m a r r i a g e  bed i s  "a c h a r n e l , "  he s a y s ,  e v e n  b e f o r e  he 
l e a r n s  f o r  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  i s  an a d u l t e r e s s .  At  t h e  
end o f  t h e  p l a y  we r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  h o n o r  c ode  wh i c h  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r s  r e v e r e  i s  i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  a n c i e n t  c h i v a l r i c  code  
wh i c h  f i r s t  d e f i n e d  h o n o r  a s  c o u r a g e ,  g r e a t n e s s  o f  s p i r i t ,  
and C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e .
T h r o u g h o u t  The C h a n g e l i n g , we s e e  t h a t  t h e  mos t  u p ­
r i g h t  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  b a s e d  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  and s t a n d a r d s  
upon a s u p e r f i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i v a l r i c  c o d e .
In l o o k i n g  f o r  a w i f e ,  Al s e me r o  s e e k s  e x t e r n a l  b e a u t y  and 
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  c h a s t i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a f i r m  mor a l  and 
s p i r i t u a l  c ommi t me n t  t o  g o o d n e s s .  Tomazo t h e  r e v e n g e r  doe s  
n o t  l o o k  t o  God t o  s e e  t h a t  j u s t i c e  i s  s e r v e d ;  he b l i n d l y  
r a g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  w o r l d  and a l l o w s  b l o o d  t h i r s t  t o  cons ume 
hi m.  The b a s e  c h a r a c t e r s  i g n o r e  a b s o l u t e  v a l u e s ,  y e t  t h e y  
so e f f e c t i v e l y  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  c ode  t h e  
o t h e r s  h o n o r  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  commi t  h e n i o u s  c r i m e s  and 
s t i l l  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  we s e e  t h a t  
t h e i r  o b s e s s i o n s  w i t h  s o c i a l  p r e t e n t i o n s  i s  a me r e  c h a r a d e ,  
e ven  a p a r o d y  o f  t h e  m a g n i f i c i e n t  h o n o r  c o d e  by wh i c h  t h e  
c r u s a d i n g  k n i g h t s  l i v e d  i n  t h e i r  mos t  r e v e r e n t  h o u r s .
In t h e  t h r e e  p r e c e d i n g  p l a y s ,  M i d d l e t o n  o f f e r s  a
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c o m p r e h e n s i v e  v i e w o f  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m,  
t r u e  h o n o r  i s  a d i v i n e  e s s e n c e  wh i c h  e x i s t s  mo s t  p e r ­
f e c t l y  i n  t h o s e  who m a i n t a i n  a b a l a n c e  b e t we e n  C h r i s t i a n  
and c l a s s i c a l  i d e a l s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  " s p i r i t u a l "  
c h a r a c t e r s  r i g o r o u s l y  a d h e r e  t o  C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i t y ,  t h e y  
do n o t  p o s s e s s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e  o f  h u m i l i t y .  R a t h e r ,  
t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  s u f f e r  i n j u r i e s  i n f l i c t e d  upon t h e m,  e ve n  
s e e k i n g  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  when t h e i r  i n j u r i e s  a r e  g r e a t . A 
F a i r  Q u a r r e l  and The S e c o n d  Mai d e n 1s T r a g e d y  a t t e m p t  t o  
p o r t r a y  c h a r a c t e r s  w i t h  t h e s e  a b s o l u t e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  h o n o r .  
Ho we v e r ,  The Lady o f  The Se c o n d  Mai d e n 1s T r a g e d y  i s  
M i d d l e t o n ' s  o n l y  s u c c e s s f u l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  a b s o l u t e s .  
C h r i s t l i k e  i n  h e r  g o o d n e s s  and wi s d o m,  s h e  has  t h e  c l a r i t y  
o f  s i g h t  and  t h e  powe r  t o  d i s p e n s e  j u s t i c e .  Us i n g  Go v i a n u s  
a s  h e r  i n s t r u m e n t ,  s h e  r i d s  t h e  wo r l d  o f  t h e  e v i l  T y r a n t ,  
r e s t o r e s  o r d e r ,  and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  a v e n g e s  h e r  own d i s h o n o r .  
More i n c l i n e d  t o  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  s h e  has  r e j e c t e d  t h e  
" w o r l d l y "  c o n c e p t  o f  h o n o r  a s  r e p u t a t i o n  and a p p e a r a n c e s ,  
and  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h e r  m o t i v e s  s p r i n g  f r om a p u r e  
c o n s c i e n c e  and d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  n o t  f r om a d e s i r e  t o  
l o o k  h o n o r a b l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ' s  e y e s .
C a p t a i n  Ag e r  o f  A F a i r  Q u a r r e l , h o we v e r ,  r e p r e s e n t s  
a c o mp r o mi s e  b e t we e n  w o r l d l y  and  d i v i n e  h o n o r ,  and b e c a u s e  
he t r i e s  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  as  we l l  as  d i v i n e
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s t a n d a r d s ,  he i s  o f  l e s s e r  m e t t l e  t h a n  The Lady.  In hi m,  
Mi d d l e t o n  t r i e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  d i s h a r m o n i o u s  e l e m e n t s  
o f  t h e  s o c i a l ,  r e v e n g e ,  and C h r i s t i a n  d i c t a t e s  o f  t h e  
h o n o r  c ode  i n t o  a c o h e s i v e  p h i l o s o p h y ,  b u t  he was n o t  
e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ;  t r y i n g  t o  e mb r a c e  t hem a l l ,  he made 
Ager  an i n c o n s i s t e n t  p r o t a g o n i s t .  O t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  a l s o  f a c e  
t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t we e n  d i v i n e  and w o r l d l y  c r i t e r i o n  o f  
h o n o r .  H e l v e t i u s  and  Go v i a n u s  o f  The Se c ond  Mai den 1s 
T r a g e d y  b e g i n  a s  d i s c i p l e s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  c o d e ,  b u t  
u n l i k e  A g e r , t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  r e j e c t  i t  i n  f a v o r  o f  t r u e ,  
o r  p e r f e c t  h o n o r .  Mos t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  The 
C h a n g e l i n g  and o f  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  p l o t  o f  The Se c ond  M a i d e n 1s 
T r a g e d y  a l s o  g l i m p s e  a h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  so 
c a u g h t  up i n  t h e  d e b a s e d  and i n f l e x i b l e  c ode  t h a t  t h e y  
g e n e r a l l y  o v e r l o o k  t h e  more  i m p o r t a n t  v a l u e s .  He r e ,  
even  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  s t a t u r e  have  become s m a l l ,  and 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  n e g l e c t e d  t o  a s k  f o r  g u i d a n c e  f r om God,  
t h e y  c a n n o t  hope  t o  a d h e r e  f u l l y  t o  t h e  demands  o f  t h e  
t r u e  h o n o r  c o d e .  Al s e me r o  c a n n o t  s e e  t h a t  he i s  l i v i n g  
w i t h  an a d u l t e r o u s  b r i d e ,  and  Tomazo i s  d r i v e n  t o  i n t e m ­
p e r a t e  b l o o d  l u s t  b e c a u s e  he o v e r r i d e s  d i v i n e  l aws  i n  
o r d e r  t o  wor k o u t  h i s  own r e v e n g e .
A l t h o u g h  The Wi f e  , A1 s e m e r o , and Tomazo a r e  i n f e r i o r  
t o  The La dy ,  o r  e ven  t o  C a p t a i n  A g e r ,  t h e y  e x i s t  on a
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p l a n e  a bove  M i d d l e t o n ' s  mos t  d e b a s e d  c h a r a c t e r s ,  De F l o r e s ,  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , and  The T y r a n t .  Th e s e  t h r e e  a r e  so b e r e f t  
o f  mor a l  and s p i r i t u a l  f i b e r  t h a t  t h e y  ha ve  c o m p l e t e l y  
d e v a l u e d  h o n o r  a s  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  c o n c e i v e d .  To t h e m,  
and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  The T y r a n t  and B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , h o n o r  
has  no b a s i s  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  d i v i n e  a b s o l u t e s .  R a t h e r ,  i t  
r e s t s  upon a p p e a r a n c e s  o n l y ;  h o n o r  has  become n o t h i n g  more  
t h a n  r e p u t a t i o n ,  p o we r ,  o r  w e a l t h .
One o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  r e a s o n s  some o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  
e x a mi n e d  h e r e  ha ve  d e b a s e d  t h e i r  h o n o r  i s  t h a t  t h e i r  
d e s i r e  f o r  s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e  has  made t hem m o r a l l y  and s p i r i t ­
u a l l y  we a k .  Be c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l f u l l y  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
i n j u n c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  l u s t ,  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  and a d u l t e r y ,  t h e y  
d i v o r c e  t h e m s e l v e s  f r om t r u e  r e l i g i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e y  
w o r s h i p  a god o f  c a r n a l  l o v e  wh i c h  a l l o w s  t hem t o  i n d u l d g e  
t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  d e s i r e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  i l l u s ­
t r a t e s  how M i d d l e t o n ' s  C h r i s t i a n  v i e w p o i n t  c a u s e d  him t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  l o v e ,  o r  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l ,  
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CHAPTER FOUR 
DIVINE PASSION:
The C u l t  o f  C o u r t l y  Love
Somet i me  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  1 1 5 0 ,  H. M e n h a r d t ,  a c l e r k
f r om t h e  R h i n e l a n d ,  s a i d  o f  t h e  good k n i g h t :
A young  k n i g h t  s h o u l d  woo a n o b l e  woman,  whom one 
can  r e c o g n i z e  as  s uch  by h e r  n o b l e  b e a r i n g ,  He k n oc ks  
a t  h e r  d o o r  u n t i l  s h e  o p e n s . He t a l k s  w i t h  h e r  b e f o r e  
t h e  c h i mn e y  p i e c e ;  s h e  w a n t s  t o  t a l k  away t h e  s o r r o w  
f r om h e r  h e a r t .  Whoever  becomes  t o o  d e e p l y  i n  l o v e  
and c a n n o t  t e a r  h i m s e l f  away ,  l o s e s  h i s  s o u l . l
Love has  b e e n  a c o n s t a n t  t heme  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  d e l i g h t ­
i n g  p o e t s  and t h e i r  a u d i e n c e s  i n  e v e r y  a g e ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  
c h i v a l r i c  M i d d l e  A g e s ,  i t  r e a c h e d  a p i n n a c l e  o f  g l o r i ­
f i c a t i o n  wh i c h  i t  n e v e r  e n j o y e d  b e f o r e  o r  s i n c e ,  f o r  d u r i n g  
t h a t  t i m e  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  n o t  m e r e l y  a human emot i on ,  b u t  
a s p i r i t  s o  d i v i n e  t h a t  t h e  k n i g h t s  o f  s ong  and l e g e n d  wer e  
w i l l i n g  t o  d i e  f o r  m e r e l y  a g l i m p s e  o f  i t .
H. M e n h a r d t ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  k n i g h t  i n  l o v e  mar ks  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a s h i f t  i n  t h e  m e d i e v a l  a t t i t u d e ,  n o t  o n l y  
t o w a r d  l o v e ,  b u t  a l s o  t o w a r d  women.  Onl y  a f ew c e n t u r i e s  
b e f o r e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  W e s t e r n  Eu r o p e  had n e v e r  d e f i n e d  
p a s s i o n  b e t w e e n  men and women a s  " l o v e . "  Wh i l e  men m i g h t  
f e e l  a f f e c t i o n  t o w a r d  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  women we r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  
w o r t h y  o f  t h a t  h i g h e r ,  p u r e r  r e g a r d  wh i c h  men r e s e r v e d  f o r
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o t h e r  men,  c o mr a d e s  i n  arms  w i t h  whom t h e y  c o u l d  t r u s t  t h e i r
l i v e s  and t h e  i m m e d i a t e  l o r d s  t o  whom t h e y  s wor e  a l l e g i a n c e .
Ro ma n t i c  m a r r i a g e s  we r e  u n h e a r d  o f .  Men a r r a n g e d  m a r r i a g e s
f o r  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r  e c o n o mi c
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  t h e m,  and many g i r l s
became b r i d e s  t o  men t h e y  had n e v e r  b e f o r e  me t .
C o n v e n t i o n a l  o p i n i o n  h e l d  women i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,
m o r a l l y ,  and p h y s i c a l l y  i n f e r i o r  t o  men.  The Ch u r c h  t o o k
an e s p e c i a l l y  m y s o g y n i s t i c  s t a n c e  b e c a u s e  mo s t  o f  i t s
l e a d e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  women as  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  Eve and
2
h e n c e  " i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h e  D e v i l . "  Chur ch  s p o k e s me n  a l s o
d i s c o u r a g e d  men f rom a l l o w i n g  s e x u a l  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  w i v e s
t o  e f f e c t  an e m o t i o n a l  bond w i t h  t hem.  The o f f i c i a l  v i ew
a c c o r d i n g  t o  G r e g o r y  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  s i x t h  c e n t u r y  was
t h a t  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  had b u t  one  l e g i t i m a t e  p u r p o s e :
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p r o c r e a t i o n ;  any  d e s i r e  beyond  t h a t  was s i n f u l .  In t h e
e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  b i s h o p  o f  P a r i s ,  P e t e r  Lombard ,  s a i d
t h a t  m a n ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  e r o t i c  l o v e  was a p u n i s h m e n t  he mus t
s u f f e r  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  f a l l  f r om g r a c e  and s u c h  l o v e  o f
4one s w i f e  was t a n t a m o u n t  t o  a d u l t e r y .  Women had few 
c h a mp i o n s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  r i s e  of  
c h i v a l r y  h e l p e d  t o  s t i m u l a t e  a new v i ew o f  women and t h e  
a f f e c t i o n  t h e y  we r e  c a p a b l e  o f  i n s p i r i n g .
Many i n f l u e n c e s  wor ke d  t o g e t h e r  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  s t a t u s
1 5 7
o f  women and t o  p o p u l a r i z e  p a s s i o n a t e  l o v e .  K n i g h t s  who
had f o u g h t  i n  t h e  C r u s a d e s  had come in c o n t a c t  w i t h
A r a b i a n  i d e a s  wh i c h  g l o r i f i e d  l o v e r s  and t h e  b e a u t y  o f
women.  Some m y s t i c a l  s a g e s  who had d e v i a t e d  f rom o r t h o d o x
d o c t r i n e  a l s o  c h i p p e d  away a t  t h e  C h u r c h ' s  a n t i - f e m i n i s t
s t r u c t u r e  by t r e a t i n g  s e x u a l  l o v e  s y m p a t h e t i c a ! l y . In t h e
t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  S t .  B e r n a r d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  l o v e  whi c h
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e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s  can t e a c h  humans t o  l o v e  God.  
E v e n t u a l l y ,  eve n  t h e  Chur ch  f o u n d  r e a s o n s  t o  s o f t e n  i t s  
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  women;  t h e  c u l t  o f  t h e  V i r g i n  Mary i n s p i r e d  
a new r e g a r d  f o r  t h e m ,  and so d i d  t h e  h o u r s  o f  d e v o t e d  
s e r v i c e  many women g a v e  t o  p a r i s h  c h u r c h e s ,  o r p h a n a g e s ,  
and o t h e r  Chur ch  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
Women h e l p e d  t o  d e s t r o y  myt hs  a b o u t  t h e i r  w e a k n e s s e s  
and t h e i r  c o n g e n i t a l  w i c k e d n e s s  i n  o t h e r  wa ys .  When t h e i r  
h u s b a n d s  we r e  a b s e n t  f o r  l o n g  s t r e t c h e s ,  many r a n  t h e  
h o u s e h o l d s  and p r o f i t a b l y  managed e s t a t e s .  More t h a n  a 
few b r a v e  l a d i e s  w i e l d e d  a sword  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  c a s t l e ;  
some even  ma r c h e d  a c r o s s  t h e  d e s e r t  t o  f i g h t  a l o n g s i d e  men
g
i n  t h e  C r u s a d e s .  N e i g h b o r i n g  o r  e r r a n t  k n i g h t s  v i s i t i n g  
t h e i r  l o r d s '  c a s t l e s  f o u n d  t h e s e  c o u r a g e o u s  women n o b l e  
and b e a u t i f u l ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e y  knew t h e y  c o u l d  n e v e r  
p o s s e s s  t h e m,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  d e s i r i n g  t hem and t h e i r  
g e n t l e  c ompany .  But  n o t h i n g  h e l p e d  t o  p r o mo t e  t h e  i mage
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of  women and t h e  i d e a  o f  r o m a n t i c  l o v e  more  t h a n  t h e  r i s e
of  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and l e a r n i n g  wh i c h  t o o k  h o l d  o f  Eu r o p e
d u r i n g  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y .  Monks and c l e r k s  had begun
t o  t r a n s l a t e  Gr e e k  and  Roman c l a s s i c s ,  and t h e  i d e a s  o f
s u c h  p h i l o s o p h e r s  as  P l a t o ,  A r i s t o t l e ,  C i c e r o ,  Ze n o ,  and
Ovid s l o w l y  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e .  From Zeno came
S t o i c i s m ,  wh i c h  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  l o v e  mu s t  be m a s t e r  o f  t h e
w i l l  and i n t e l l i g e n c e .  A l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  S t o i c s  was
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  humans a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  A b s o l u t e
7
T r u t h  by k n o wl e d g e  g a i n e d  t h r o u g h  s e n s u a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  
I n f l u e n t i a l ,  t o o ,  was P l a t o ' s  i d e a  o f  a t t a i n i n g  d i v i n e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  by m e d i t a t i o n  upon G o d ' s  p e r f e c t i o n .  Th e s e  
t h o u g h t s ,  co mb i n e d  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  d e r i v e d  f r o m m y s t i c i s m ,  
i m s p i r e d  a n e o p l a t o n i c  c u l t  wh i c h  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  
a t t r a c t i o n  t o w a r d  b e a u t y  i s  d i v i n e l y  i n s p i r e d  b e c a u s e  one  
mu s t  f i r s t  a p p r e c i a t e  t e m p o r a l  g l o r i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p e r c e i v e  
i n n a t e ,  i d e a l  b e a u t y .  Y e a r n i n g  f o r  t h a t  b e a u t y  was c o n ­
s i d e r e d  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  m a n ' s  need  t o  a c h i e v e  u n i o n  w i t h  
h i s  C r e a t o r .  S i n c e  b e a u t y  o f t e n  d w e l t  i n  t h e  f l e s h  o f  
women,  b e a u t i f u l  and  good women became i d e n t i f i e d  as  a 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o r  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  A b s o l u t e ,  and f rom 
t h a t  i d e a ,  many men came t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c a r n a l  d e s i r e  o f  
a woman l e d  t o  s p i r i t u a l  i m p r o v e m e n t .
P e r h a p s  t h e  m u t i l a t i o n  o f  c l a s s i c  p h i l o s o p h e r ' s
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i d e a s  came a b o u t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  Ov i d .
Hi s  A r t  o f  L o v e , a r i b a l d  s a t i r e  wh i c h  m o c k i n g l y  p r o c l a i m s  
Er os  a g o d ,  i n s t r u c t s  men how t o  " w o r s h i p "  p r o p e r l y  a t  t h e
O
a l t a r  o f  l o v e .  The p i e c e  was n o t  me a n t  t o  be t a k e n  
s e r i o u s l y ,  b u t  some d i d  t a k e  i t  s o ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  who 
had been  e x p o s e d  t o  S t o i c  and P l a t o n i c  i d e a s ;  k n i g h t s  a l s o  
f o u n d  i n  O v i d ' s  work e c h o e s  o f  A r a b i c  i d e a s  w i t h  wh i c h  t h e y  
had come in c o n t a c t  a t  t h e  C r u s a d e s .
E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  c o mb i n e d  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  
p a s s i o n a t e  l o v e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s  mu s t  be s e e n  a s  a g l o r i o u s ,  
e v e n  d i v i n e  i d e a l ,  and  t h a t  women who c o u l d  i n s p i r e  s u c h  
l o v e  a l s o  a p p r o a c h e d  d i v i n i t y .  T h i s  new,  s e r i o u s  a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d  s e x u a l  l o v e  was c o n f i n e d  i n i t i a l l y  t o  t h e  s o n g s  o f  
t r o u b a d o u r s ,  w a n d e r i n g  m i n s t r e l s  who had e a r n e d  t h e i r  
l i v i n g s  by s i n g i n g  C h a n s o n s  de G e s t e s  ( e p i c  s o n g s  a b o u t  
t h e  v a l o r  o f  k n i g h t s  i n  w a r ) .  Bu t  as  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e me s  o f  r oma nce  i n t o  t h e i r  s o n g s ,  k n i g h t s ,  
t o o ,  came t o  e x t o l  t h e  s p l e n d i d  m i s e r i e s  o f  l o v e .  They 
f o u n d  i n  t h e  poems e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  u n r e q u i t e d  d e v o t i o n  
t h e y  had  a l r e a d y  f e l t  t o w a r d  t h e  w i v e s  o f  t h e i r  f e u d a l  l o r d s ,  
and t h e y  became c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e i r  b i t t e r s w e e t  y e a r n i n g  
e n n o b l e d  and  i n s p i r e d  t hem t o  g r e a t e r  c o u r a g e ,  wi s d o m,  and 
f o r t i  t u d e .
D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  E l e a n o r  o f  A q u i t a i n e
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and h e r  d a u g h t e r  Ma r i e  o f  Champagne c h a mp i o n e d  t h e
p h i l o s o p h y ,  by now c a l l e d  " c o u r t l y  l o v e "  o r  t h e  r e l i g i o n  
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o f  l o v e ,  and t h e y  p a t r o n i z e d  t h e  t r o u b a d o u r s  who s a n g  a b o u t  
i t .  M a r i e ,  who e s p e c i a l l y  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i d e a l ,  
i n s t i t u t e d  " c o u r t s  o f  l o v e "  b a s e d  upon t h e  r u l e s  o f  f e u d a l  
v a s s a l a g e ,  b u t  h e r e  l a d i e s  s e r v e d  as  l o r d s  and m a s t e r s  
w h i l e  men s e r v e d  a s  v a s s a l s  who s wo r e  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t hem.
Her  f a v o r i t e  p o e t ,  C h r e t i e n  de T r o y e s  w r o t e ,  a t  h e r  command,  
L a n c e l o t , wh i c h  p o r t r a y s  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  k n i g h t  a s  t h e  a b j e c t  
w o r s h i p p e r  o f  h i s  q u e e n ,  G u i n e v e r e .  M a r i e ' s  c h a p l a i n ,  
An d r e a s  C a p e l l a n u s ,  s y s t e m i z e d  t h e  r u l e s  o f  c o u r t l y  l o v e  
i n  a t e x t b o o k ,  A r t  o f  C o u r t l y  l o v e r s . In i t  t r u e  l o v e  i s  
d e f i n e d :
Love i s  a c e r t a i n  i n b o r n  s u f f e r i n g  d e r i v e d  f r o m t h e  
s i g h t  o f  and e x c e s s i v e  m e d i t a t i o n  upon t h e  b e a u t y  o f  
t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x ,  whi ch  c a u s e s  e a ch  one t o  w i s h  a b o v e  
a l l  t h i n g s  t h e  e m b r a c e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  and  by common 
d e s i r e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a l l  o f  l o v e ' s  p r e c e p t s  i n  t h e  
e mb r a c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r . 10
Ma r i e  s e t  up r i g i d  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s .  She 
a f f i r m e d  t h a t  o n l y  k n i g h t s  and n o b l e s  we r e  c a p a b l e  o f  
conmuni ng  a t  t h e  a l t a r  o f  l o v e ;  t h e  s o u l s  o f  b a s e r - b o r n  
f o l k  d i d  n o t  have  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  e n c o mp a s s  f u l l y  s u c h  
m a g n i f i c i e n t  e m o t i o n s .  To t h e  n o b l e  l o v e r ,  t h e  f o r c e  o f  
h i s  d e v o t i o n  mus t  o v e r wh e l m him w i t h  t r a g i c  f o r c e .  He 
y e a r n s  f o r  a l a d y  who seems  c o l d  and d i s t a n t  a t  f i r s t ,  
b u t  he woos h e r ,  f o r  y e a r s  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  e n d u r i n g  t r i a l s
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and h a r d s h i p s ,  even  d e a t h ,  f o r  h e r  s a k e .  I f  e v e n t u a l l y ,  
s h e  d e c i d e s  he has  a t t a i n e d  enough  v i r t u e  t o  be w o r t h y ,  
s h e  m i g h t  f a v o r  him w i t h  a t o k e n ,  a s c a r f  o r  some s ma l l  
i t e m .  T h i s  he i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t a c h e s  t o  h i s  s l e e v e  b e c a u s e  
he b e l i e v e s  i t  w i l l  b e s t o w  s t r e n g t h  t o  h i s  a r m,  c o u r a g e  
t o  h i s  h e a r t ,  and n o b i l i t y  t o  h i s  b e i n g .  L a t e r ,  p e r h a p s  
a f t e r  s e v e r a l  more  y e a r s ,  i f  he h a s  k e p t  h i m s e l f  c h a s t e ,  
n o b l e ,  and f a i t h f u l  f o r  h e r ,  s h e  m i g h t  g r a n t  him l a r g e r  
t o k e n s , and i f  s h e  so  w i s h e s ,  m i g h t  even  a l 1ow him 
t o  h e r  bed t o  s h a r e  l o v e ' s  s a c r e d  r i t e s .  Howe ve r ,  
e v e n  i f  t h e  p a i r  become l o v e r s ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  d e ny  t h e m s e l v e s  
t o o  much p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t ;  t h e  god Amour has  d e c r e e d  t h a t  
t h e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  and s u f f e r i n g  c a u s e d  by a b s t i n e n c e  i s  wh a t  
g i v e s  l o v e  i t s  mo s t  g l o r i o u s  p r o p e r t i e s .  T o r m e n t i n g  d e s i r e  
and j e a l o u s  o b s e s s i o n  e n n o b l e s ,  b u t  t o o  f r e q u e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
o f  t h e  f l e s h  d e b a s e s  l o v e .  A p r o p e r l y  i n f a t u a t e d  and l o v e -  
s t a r v e d  k n i g h t  s u p p o s e d l y  i s  r e n d e r e d  k i n d ,  g e n e r o u s ,  p i o u s ,  
b r a v e ,  and g a l l a n t  by t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  h i s  l a d y ' s  m a g i c a l  
i n f l u e n c e  and h i s  p o i g n a n t  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  h e r .
Even t h o u g h  mo s t  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s  we r e  e m p h a t i c a l l y  
C h r i s t i a n ,  a l m o s t  a l l  c o u r t l y  l o v e  p r e c e p t s  we r e  a n t i t h e ­
t i c a l  t o  b a s i c  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e s .  One o f  t h e  mo s t  
c o n t r a r y  i d e a s  was t h a t  t r u e  l o v e  was a l w a y s  a d u l t e r o u s .
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B e c a u s e  m a r r i a g e s  we r e  m e r e l y  p o l i t i c a l  o r  b u s i n e s s
a r r a n g e m e n t s  and b e c a u s e  w i v e s  we r e  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  l i t t l e
more  t h a n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s , by t h e  v e r y
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  no r e a l  p a s s i o n  c o u l d  e x i s t
b e t w e e n  m a r r i e d  p e o p l e -  A c c o r d i n g  t o  A n d r e a s  C a p e l l a n u s :
" E v e r y b o d y  knows t h a t  l o v e  ca n  ha ve  no p l a c e  b e t w e e n
h u s b a n d  and w i f e .  . . . Fo r  wh a t  i s  l o v e  b u t  an i n o r d i n a t e
1 ?d e s i r e  t o  r e c e i v e  p a s s i o n a t e l y  a f u r t i v e  e m b r a c e ? "
The e n d s  o f  m a r r i a g e  we r e  p r a c t i c a l :  w i v e s  p e r f o r m e d
t h e i r  d u t i e s  and  b o r e  c h i l d r e n ;  h u s b a n d s  b e g o t  t h o s e  
c h i l d r e n  and p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e i r  w i v e s .  T r u e  l o v e  had t o  
be g i v e n  f r e e l y ,  w i t h o u t  e n c u m b e r a n c e s , and w i t h o u t  t h e  
e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  i t  wou l d  c u l m i n a t e  i n  m a r r i a g e .  T h a t  i t  
was i l l i c i t  and c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  end t r a g i c a l l y  ( h u s b a n d s  
we r e  n o t  known f o r  t o l e r a t i n g  t h e i r  w i v e s '  l o v e r s )  made 
i t  a l l  t h e  more  p o i g n a n t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  w h i l e  a c o u r t l y  
l o v e r  was e x p e c t e d  t o  be r a d i c a l l y  j e a l o u s  o f  o t h e r  s u i t o r s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  he a c c e p t e d  h i s  b e l o v e d ' s  s e x u a l  
d u t i e s  t o w a r d  h e r  h u s b a n d  w i t h  e q u a n i m i t y ,  f o r  he  u n d e r ­
s t o o d  t h a t  w h i l e  h e r  body may b e l o n g  t o  h e r  s p o u s e ,  a
13g o o d l y  k n i g h t  m i g h t  h ope  t o  wi n h e r  h e a r t .
A l t h o u g h  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  l o v e  and  i t s  p e r f e c t i n g  c a p a ­
b i l i t i e s  we r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  g i f t  o f  c r e a t i o n  by 
t h e  C o u n t e s s  Ma r i e  a n d  h e r  t r o u b a d o u r s ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  many
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men we r e  f a r  more  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n d u l g i n g  t h e i r  c a r n a l  
n a t u r e s  t h a n  i n  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  a r d o u s  t e s t i n g  and e n f o r c e d  
c h a s t i t y  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e i r  s p i r i t s .  The c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l  
became d e b a s e d  as  many u s e d  i t s  a d u l t e r o u s  and s e x u a l  
a s p e c t s  a s  an e x c u s e  f o r  s a l a c i o u s  l i v i n g ,  and c o n s e q u e n ­
t l y  t h e  e m p h a s i s  upon p h y s i c a l  d e s i r e  a s  an e n n o b l i n g  
f o r c e  f e l l  i n t o  d i s f a v o r .  New i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  P l a t o n i c  
and S t o i c  p h i l o s o p h i e s  a r o s e  wh i c h  e m p h a s i z e d  s p i r i t u a l  
l o v e ,  and i d e a l i s t i c  k n i g h t s  and  p o e t s  b e g a n  t o  r e g a r d  
c h a s t e  l o v e  o n l y  a s  w o r t h y .  R e f l e c t i n g  t h i s  i d e a  was t h e  
t r o u b a d o u r ' s  new t y p e  o f  s o n g ,  t h e  " M e n n e s a n g , 1 whi ch  
e x a l t e d  " h i g h  l o v e . "  E s p e c i a l l y  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r t  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  
o f  t h e  d i v i n e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  h i g h e s t  
c r e a t i o n :  a l a d y ' s  g o o d n e s s  and b e a u t y .  The new c u l t  was 
no l e s s  b l a s p h e m o u s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Ch u r c h  d o c t r i n e - - t h e  l a d y  
had s i m p l y  b e e n  r emoved  t o  a h i g h e r ,  more  u n a t t a i n a b l e  
p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  s h e  s t i l l  s e r v e d  as  a d i e t y  t o  be w o r s h i p p e d ,  
one  who c o u l d  g r a n t  h o n o r  and n o b l e  q u a l i t i e s  t o  h e r  a d o r e r s .
The p e r s o n  mo s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p o p u l a r i z i n g  t h i s  
m a r r i a g e  b e t w e e n  c l a s s i c a l  and  c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l s  was 
P e t r a r c h  ( 1 3 0 4 - 1 3 7 4 ) ,  an I t a l i a n  p o e t  and H u m a n i s t ,  and one  
o f  t h e  mo s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e s  o f  We s t e r n  l i t e r a t u r e .  As a 
young  man,  he f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a b e a u t y  named L a u r a ,  and  he
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i m m o r t a l i z e d  h e r  and h i s  l o v e  o f  h e r  i n  poems and s o n n e t s  
whi ch  i m i t a t e d  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  c o n c e i t s  o f  t h e  c o u r t l y  
l o v e  t r a d i t i o n .  Hi s  poems ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i f f e r e d  f r om t h e  
s o n g s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t r o u b a d o u r s  i n  t h a t  t h e  l o v e  he w r o t e  
a b o u t  was c o m p l e t e l y  c h a s t e .  Wh i l e  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s  had 
b e l i e v e d  t h e i r  d e s i r e  f o r  a woman wou l d  b r i n g  t hem c l o s e r  
t o  God,  P e t r a r c h  was s u r e  t h a t  h i s  l o v e  f o r  L a u r a  woul d  
damn h i m.  S t i l l ,  he w r o t e  a b o u t  h i s  o v e r  wh e l mi n g  p a s s i o n  
and h i s  s o r r o w  and h e r  t o u c h i n g  b e a u t y .  P e t r a r c h ' s  
o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  c h a s t e  l o v e  we r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  
p o p u l a r i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e ,  b u t  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  r e a c h e d  
t h e i r  pe a k  o f  i n f l u e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  f i f t e e n t h  and e a r l y  
s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .
By t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  R e f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  r o m a n t i c  c o n c e p t  
had a s s i m i l a t e d  e no u g h  p r i n c i p l e s  f r om o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i e s  
t o  make i t  f a l l  i n t o  s t e p  w i t h  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o r a l i t y .  P o e t s  
s t i l l  w r o t e  a b o u t  l o v e r s  who s u f f e r e d  and f a c e d  many p e r i l s  
f o r  t h e i r  l a d i e s ,  and t h e y  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  l o v e  i n  
r e l i g i o u s  t e r m s ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e m p h a s i z e  c a r n a l  d e s i r e .
Nor  was t h e  new c o n v e n t i o n  m a s o c h i s t i c  o r  a d u l t e r o u s ;  i t  
became i n n o c e n t  and i t  a l w a y s  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  m a r r i a g e . ^
In E n g l a n d  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a d u l t e r y  and t h e  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  
s e x u a l  y e a r n i n g  we r e  f r o w n e d  u p o n ,  f o r  t h e  p r a g m a t i c  E n g l i s h ,
i n f l u e n c e d  by C a l v i n  and by m i d d l e - c l a s s  a t t i t u d e s ,  p r e ­
f e r r e d  t o  i d e a l i z e  t h e  p e a c e f u l  ha r mony t h a t  e x i s t s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  h a p p i l y  m a r r i e d .  T h i s  more  " wh o l e s o me "  t r e n d  can  be 
s e e n  i n  many R e n a i s s a n c e  p l a y s .  N e a r l y  a l l  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  
c o m e d i e s  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  and M i d d l e t o n  
a l s o  c r e a t e d  l o v e r s  who l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  c o n j u g a l  b l i s s .  A 
C h a s t e  Mai d i n C h e a p s i  de ( 1 6 1 1 - 3 ) ,  The R o a r i  ng Gi r l  ( 1 6 0 4 - 8 )  
and Your  F i v e  Gal  1 a n t s  ( 1 6 0 4 - 6 ) ,  as  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s ,  u t i l i z e  
r o m a n c e / m a r r i a g e  t h e m e .  No d o u b t  t h e  r e d i s c o v e r y  o f  Gr eek  
New Comedy f o s t e r e d  an a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i n n o c e n t  young  l o v e r s  
who r i s k  a l l  f o r  m a r r i a g e ,  and o t h e r  l i t e r a r y ,  r e l i g i o u s  
and s o c i a l  i n f l u e n c e s  h e l p e d  t o  s h a p e  t h e  new r o m a n t i c  
c o n v e n t i o n s  as  w e l l .  P l a t o ' s  i d e a s  o f  a c h a s t e  l o v e  had 
a l r e a d y  b e e n  f e l t ;  a l s o  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  was t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  
A r i s t o t e l i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  l o v e .  
C o n t r a r y  t o  P l a t o ' s  r h e t o r i c  wh i c h  e s p o u s e d  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e ,  
A r i s t o t l e ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  a r t i c u l a t e d  a r e g a r d  f o r  a " w o r l d l y
l o v e "  b e t w e e n  two p e o p l e  who a c c e p t  one  a n o t h e r  as  human
15b e i n g s  and who make no a t t e m p t  t o  d e i f y  one  a n o t h e r .
"Love i s  i d e a l l y  a s o r t  o f  e x c e s s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p , "  he w r o t e ,  
and c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h a t  l o v e  s h o u l d  be c l e a r ­
e y e d  and a c c e p t i n g ,  p r a g m a t i c  and s a n e . ^
Humanism a l s o  f i g u r e d  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  i n  t h e  s h i f t  f r om 
c o u r t l y  t o  p r a g m a t i c ,  o r  m a r r i e d  l o v e .  In t h e  t h i r t e e n t h
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c e n t u r y ,  A q u i n a s  had a l r e a d y  p l a n t e d  t h e  s e e d  wh i c h  woul d  
l a t e r  f l o u r i s h .  “Love i s  n o t  a wo u n d i n g  p a s s i o n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  
one  t h a t  p r e s e r v e s  and  p e r f e c t s , "  he s a i d . ' * ' ' 7 O t h e r  
H u m a n i s t i c  i d e a l s  e l e v a t e d  women as  human b e i n g s ,  n o t  
g o d d e s s e s .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  women we r e  b ec omi ng  l i t e r a t e ;  
some we r e  w e l l - e d u c a t e d  enough  t o  command a p r a c t i c a l  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  b u s i n e s s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  and t h e o l o g y  wh i c h  made 
t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  r e g a r d  t hem as  w o r t h y  h e l p m a t e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
as  p r o p e r t y  o r  d i v i n i t i e s .  S t o i c  i n f l u e n c e s  a l s o  h e l p e d  
t o  p l a c e  men and women on a more  e q u a l  p l a n e .  A c c o r d i n g
t o  Ze n o ,  t h e r e  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  v i r t u e s  and  d u t i e s  o f
1 Rm a l e s  and f e m a l e s ,  f o r  s o u l s , n o t  b o d i e s , a r e  i m p o r t a n t .
C a l v i n ' s  t e a c h i n g s  we r e  even  more  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n
p o p u l a r i z i n g  c o n j u g a l  l o v e .  Women h e l d  an i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n
i n  m i d d l e - c l a s s  P u r i t a n  h o u s e h o l d s ,  t e a c h i n g  s c r i p t u r e s
t o  t h e  s e r v a n t s  and c h i l d r e n  and w o r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e i r
h u s b a n d s  i n  b u s i n e s s .  S p o u s e s  s p e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e
t o g e t h e r  i n  m u t u a l l y  p l e a s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  l o v e  t h a t
f l o w e r e d  b e t w e e n  t hem was c o n s i d e r e d  a m i r a c l e  o f  God,
19g r a n t e d  as  a f a v o r  t o  Hi s  o b e d i a n t  s e r v a n t s .  The 
B i b l i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n  t h a t  men s h o u l d  l o v e  t h e i r  w i v e s  was t a k e n  
s e r i o u s l y ,  and so we r e  t h e  commandment s  a g a i n s t  f o r n i c a t i o n  
and a d u l t e r y .  Even Adam i n  p a r a d i s e  n e e d e d  a woman t o  be 
c o m p l e t e l y  f u l f i l l e d ,  t h e y  r e a s o n e d ,  and u n l i k e  t h e  m e d i e v a l
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c o n c e p t  o f  p r o p e r  c o n g u g a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  C a l v i n i s t i c  t h o u g h t  
s a n c t i o n e d  d e s i r e  f o r  o n e ' s  m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r  and s e x u a l  
l o v e  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  g o o d l y  p l e a s u r e  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  f o r  
b o t h  s p o u s e s .  P h i l l i p  S t u b b e s ,  an A n g l i c a n  p r e a c h e r  and 
a r d e n t  C a l v i n i s t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
r e f e r r e d  t o  m a r r i e d  p e o p l e  a s  " T u r t l e  d o v e s , "  and  a s k e d
God t o  a l l o w  him and h i s  w i f e  t o  " l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n  . . .
20l o v e  a l l  t h e  d a i e s  o f  o u r  l i v e s . "
M i d d l e t o n ,  l i k e  J a c o b e a n  C a l v i n i s t s ,  b e l i e v e d
m a r r i e d  l o v e ,  based upon mutual f r i ends h i p  and a f f e c t i o n ,  super i or
to cou r t l y  love obsess i ons ,  and he had no sympathy f o r  l overs  so caught
up i n  t h e  e c s t a s y  o f  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  t h a t  t h e y  l o s e  s i g h t  o f
C h r i s t i a n  moral p r i n c i p l e s .  In h i s  d i d a c t i c  p l a y ,  The
P h o e n i x  ( 1 6 0 2 - 4 ) ,  he g i v e s  t h e  s a i n t - l i k e  h e r o  a s p e e c h
p r a i s i n g  t h e  m a r r i a g e  s t a t e :
Mo t h e r  o f  l a w f u l  s w e e t s ,  uns ha med  m o r n i n g s ,
D a n g e r l e s s  p l e a s u r e s ,  t h o u  t h a t  m a k ' s t  t h e  bed 
Bot h  p l e a s a n t  and l e g i t i m a t l e y  f r u i t f u l !
W i t h o u t  t h e e ,
Al l  t h e  wh o l e  w o r l d  we r e  s o i l e d  b a s t a r d y  
Thou a r t  t h e  o n l y  and  g r e a t e s t  f o r m 
T h a t  p u t ' s t  a d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  o u r  d e s i r e s  
And t h e  d i s o r d e r ' d  a p p e t i t e s  o f  b e a s t s ,
Maki ng t h e i r  m a t e s  t h o s e  t h a t  s t a n d  n e x t  t h e i r  l u s t s .
( I I , i i , 1 6 5 - 1 7 3 )
Wh i l e  he o f t e n  t r e a t e d  a d u l t e r y  i n  t h e  comi c  v e i n ,  
he  d i d  n o t  c o n d o n e  i t .  The a d u l t e r o u s  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  h i s  
t r a g e d i e s  a l w a y s  pay  f o r  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s .  
Women Bewar e  Women p a r t i c u l a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  f a t a l
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c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  i l l i c i t  l u s t .  In t h r e e  o f  h i s  c o m e d i e s ,
a d u l t e r e r s  u n d e r g o  r a d i c a l  c o n v e r s i o n s :  Whorehound i n  A
C h a s t e  Maid i n C h e a p s i d e ; S i r  P e n i t e n t  B r o t h e l  i n  A Mad
W o r l d , My M a s t e r s  ( 1 6 0 4 - 6 ) ;  and F r a n c i  s c u s  i n  The Wi dow
( 1 6 1 6 ) .  A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  p l a y s  a r e  c o m e d i e s ,  t h e  s e r i o u s
t o n e  o f  t h e  r e p e n t a n t  a d u l t e r e r  i n  e ach  p l a y  may seem
j a r r i n g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  M i d d l e t o n  does  n o t  f a i l  t o  make
h i s  p o i n t .  In A C h a s t e  M a i d , Whor e hound ,  a f t e r  b e i n g
n e a r l y  f a t a l l y  wounded i n  a d u e l ,  d e c l a r e s :
Oh,  how my o f f e n c e s  w r e s t l e  w i t h  my r e p e n t a n c e !
I t  h a t h  s c a r c e  b r e a t h ;
S t i l l  my a d u l t e r o u s  g u i l t  h o v e r s  a l o f t ,
And w i t h  h e r  b l a c k  wi n g s  b e a t s  down a l l  my p r a y e r s  
Er e  t h e y  be h a l f  way up .  W h a t ' s  he knows now 
How l o n g  I h a v e  t o  l i v e ?  oh ,  wha t  comes t h e n ?
My t a s t e  grows  b i t t e r ,  t h e  r o u n d  w o r l d ,  a l l  g a l l  now;  
Her  p l e a s i n g  p l e a s u r e s  now h a t h  p o i s o n ' d  me,
Which I e x c h a n g ' d  my s o u l  f o r .
( V , i  , 7 5 - 8 4 )
S i r  P e n i t e n t  B r o t h e r  a l s o  r e p e n t s  a f t e r  h a v i n g  r e a d  a book
wh i c h  makes  him a w a r e  t h a t  a d u l t e r y  i s  a d e a d l y  s i n :
A c c u r s e d  man,  t h a t  s t a n d ' s t  d i v o r c ' d  f rom h e a v e n ,
Thou w r e t c h e d  u n t h r i f t ,  t h a t  h a s t  p l a y ' d  
Thy e t e r n a l  p o r t i o n  a t  a m i n u t e ' s  game;
To p l e a s e  t h e  f l e s h  h a s t  b l o t t e d  o u t  t h y  name!
( I V , i , 3 - 6 )
O b v i o u s l y ,  M i d d l e t o n  c o u l d  n o t  l o o k  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  
a t  t h e  a d u l t e r o u s  c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l .  In f a c t ,  he o f t e n  
i n d e n t i f i e s  s e x u a l  p a s s i o n  as  a k i n d  o f  m a d n e s s ;  i t  
d e t e r i o r a t e s  i t s  v i c t i m s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  commi t
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h e i n o u s  c r i m e s  b u t  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a bove  mor a l  
and r e l i g i o u s  r e p r o a c h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  a c t e d  f o r  t h e  
s a k e  o f  " l o v e . "  The T y r a n t  r a p e s  t h e  body o f  The Lady i n  
The Sec ond  Mai d e n 1s T r a g e d y , and m o s t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  
i n  Women Bewar e  Women a l s o  s i n  g r i e v o u s l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
a r e  " i n  l o v e : "  I s a b e l l a  and  H i p p o l i t o  commi t  i n c e s t ,  and 
B i a n c a ,  t h e  Duke ,  and  L i v i a  become m u r d e r e r s .  A god who 
w i l l  demand s u c h  s a c r i f i c e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M i d d l e t o n ,  
p o s s e s s e s  more  d e mo n i c  t h a n  d i v i n e  q u a l i t i e s .
M i d d l e t o n  was n o t  a l o n e  i n  h i s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  t h e
a d u l t e r o u s  c o u r t l y  l o v e  c o n v e n t i o n s .  Many o f  t h e  p r e c e p t s
had f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s f a v o r ,  and m a r i t a l  f i d e l i t y  and a f f e c t i o n
became an i m p o r t a n t  t he me  i n  R e n a i s s a n c e  l i t e r a t u r e .  We
21can  s e e  g e n u i n e l y  l o v i n g  h u s b a n d s  and  w i v e s  i n  M a c b e t h ,
The D u t c h e s s  o f  M a i f i  , Ba r t ho l owmew F a i r , and M i d d l e t o n ' s  
p l a y s ,  N_o W i t , No He l p  Li ke a Woman1 s , ( 1 6 1 0 - 5 )  and The 
Old Law, ( 1 6 1 6 - 8 ) .  Even i n  Women Beware  Women, ( 1 6 2 7 )  t h e  
u n h o l y  m a r r i a g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Duke and B i a n c a  i s  ma r k e d  by 
d o m e s t i c  f e l i c i t y .
The i d e a  t h a t  l o v e  and  a f f e c t i o n  we r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  
m a r r i a g e  l e d  t o  a p o p u l a r  b e l i e f  t h a t  young  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  
h a v e  some s a y  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  who t h e y  we r e  t o  m a r r y .
Most  a l l i a n c e s  we r e  s t i l l  a r r a n g e d  f o r  b u s i n e s s  o r  p o l i t i c a l  
i n t e r e s t s ,  b u t  few good R e n a i s s a n c e  p a r e n t s  f o r c e d  t h e i r
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22c h i l d r e n  t o  m a r r y  s omeone  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l o v e .  T h i s ,  i n  
t u r n ,  l e d  t o  a r e v i v a l  o f  Gr e e k  New Comedy c o n v e n t i o n s  
wh i c h  g l o r i f i e d  y o u n g ,  i n n o c e n t  l o v e r s  who mu s t  o u t w i t  
p a r e n t s  o r  g u a r d i a n s  t r y i n g  t o  m a t c h  t hem w i t h  t h e  wrong 
m a t e s .  T h e s e  t y p e s  o f  r o m a n c e s , o f  wh i c h  S h a k e s p e a r e  was 
a m a s t e r ,  became t h e  c l o s e s t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r t l y  
l o v e  c o n v e n t i o n  E n g l a n d  c o u l d  o f f e r ,  b u t  i t  was v e r y  
d i f f e r e n t  i n  many ways  f r om t h e  s t o r i e s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  
t r o u b a d o u r s '  s o n g s .  But  c o u r t l y  l o v e  and P e t r a r c h a n  i d e a l s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x e r t  a p o w e r f u 1 i n f l u e n c e  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  poems and s o n n e t s .  P l a y w r i g h t s ,  t o o ,  l i k e d  
t o  g i v e  t h e i r  y o u n g  l o v e r s  d i a l o g u e  wh i c h  i m i t a t e d  t h e  
e x a g g e r a t e d  c o n c e i t s  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  r o m a n t i c  
t r a d i t i o n s .  A l s o ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  many h a c k n e y e d  t r e n d s ,  
t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  c o u r t l y  l o v e  and P e t r a r c h a n  p o e t r y  we r e  
f r e q u e n t l y  p a r o d i e d .
M i d d l e t o n  a l s o  u s e d  t h e me s  and c o n v e n t i o n s  f r o m t h e  
r o m a n t i c  t r a d i t i o n s ,  b u t  he n e v e r  g l o r i f i e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  
o f  t h e  e a r l y  c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l .  T h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s  who do 
make l o v e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  o r  f a l l  i n t o  an a d u l t e r o u s  
l i a i s o n  he e i t h e r  s a t i r i z e d  o r  c o n d e mn e d .  Hi s  t r u e  l o v e r s  
a r e  r e l i g i o u s  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s e n s e ,  arid b e c a u s e  t h e y  a s k  
God t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e i r  l o v e ,  t h e y  a r e  a l l  t h e  more  s t e a d f a s t  
and l o v i n g .  In M i d d l e t o n ,  l o v e  a s  a g a p e  e l e v a t e s ;  l o v e
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as  e r o s  d e b a s e s  and  d e s t r o y s .  In t h r e e  p l a y s ,  The F a m i l y
o f  Love ( 1 6 0 2 ) ,  The C h a n g e l i n g  ( 1 6 2 2 ) ,  and  The Se cond
Mai d e n 8 s T r a g e d y  ( 1 6 1 1 ) ,  he e x p l o r e s  a v a r i e t y  o f  f a c e s  
o f  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and  i n  e a c h  one  he v i e ws  
r o m a n t i c  i d e a l s  f r om a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Th r o u g h
e a c h  o f  t hem we can  s e e  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  k i n d  o f  l o v e  w o r t h
s h a r i n g  i s  one  b a s e d  upon mu t u a l  r e s p e c t  and  s a n c t i f i e d  
by t h e  C h r i s t i a n  God.
THE FAMILY OF LOVE:
M i d d l e t o n ' s  P a r o d y  o f  C o u r t l y  Love C o n v e n t i o n s
C r i t i c s  ha ve  d e b a t e d  M i d d l e t o n ' s  i n t e n t  i n  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  l o v e r s ,  G e r a r d i n e  and  M a r i a ,  i n  
The F a m i l y  o f  L o v e . R i c h a r d  L e v i n  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  p a i r
2 3a r e  t r u e  l o v e r s  who e p i t o m i z e  " l o v e ' s  l o f t i e s t  e x p r e s s i o n . "
He s a y s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  p l a c e d  " f a r  a b o v e  t h e  s o r d i d  
w o r l d s "  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p l o t s ,  " b o t h  i n  t h e  . . . e l e v a t i o n
24o f  t h e  v e r s e  and d i c t i o n ,  a nd  i n  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  e x p r e s s e d . "
C l i f f o r d  D a v i d s o n  and An t h o n y  C o v a t t a  a g r e e  t h a t  M i d d l e t o n
w a n t e d  t o  p o r t r a y  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  as  s y m p a t h e t i c
c h a r a c t e r s ,  b u t  C o v a t t a  f i n d s  t hem i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  and  he
25b l a me s  t h i s  on M i d d l e t o n ' s  f a u l t y  w o r k m a n s h i p ,  L e v i n ,  
t o o ,  i s  u n i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t ' s  s k i l l  i n  h i s  
c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o v e r s ,  and a d m i t s  t h a t  much o f  t h e i r
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r o m a n t i c  d i a l o g u e  seems  " o b v i o u s "  and " q u i t e  c l u m s y . "
O t h e r  c r i t i c s ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e x a g g e r a t i o n  and t h e
i n c o n g r u i t i e s  i n t e n t i o n a l  on M i d d l e t o n ' s  p a r t .  J . W.  O l i v e
and Ba l d wi n  Maxwel l  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  i s  a p a r o d y  o f
27S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  Romeo and J u l i e t . I n d e e d ,  one  may r e c o g n i z e  
many s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  G e r a d i n e  and Ma r i a  p l o t  and 
S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  t r a g e d y .  In t h e  f i r s t  a c t ,  Ma r i a  and G e r a r d i n e  
s h a r e  a b a l c o n y  s c e n e  s i m i l a r  t o  Romeo and J u l i e t ' s ,  
and much o f  t h e  d i a l o g u e  seems  t o  i m i t a t e  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  
l y r i c  s t y l e .  N o t i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t o n e  i n  
p a s s a g e s  f r om t h e  two p l a y s .  The f r i a r  i n  Romeo and J u l i e t  
b e g i n s  a s c e n e  w i t h :  "The g r e y - e y e d  morn s m i l e s  on t h e  
f r o w n i n g  n i g h t , /  C h e c k ' r i n g  t h e  E a s t e r n  c l o u d s  i n  s t r e a k s  
o f  l i g h t . "  ( 1 1 , i i i , 1 -  3) In The F a m i l y  o f  L o v e , P u r g e  a l s o  
o p e n s  a s c e n e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n i n g :  "The g r e y - e y e d
morn b r a v e s  me t o  my f a c e  and  c a l l s  me s l u g g a r d , "  ( I I , i , l )  
and G l i s t e r  e c h o e s :  "The t e d i o u s  n i g h t  i s  p a s t  and t h e
j o c u n d  morn l o o k s  more  l i v e l y  and f i n e  t h a n  an o l d  g e n t l e ­
woman ' s  g l a z e d  f a c e  i n  a new p e r i w i g . "  ( I I , i , 2 4 )
J o h n  Mc El r o y ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e l i e v e s  M i d d l e t o n  was d o i n g  
more  t h a n  p a r o d y i n g  j u s t  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  f amous  l o v e r s ;  he
a v e r s  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  p l o t  i s  a
28b u r l e s q u e  o f  a l l  r o m a n t i c  c o n v e n t i o n s .  T h i s  s eems  more 
l i k e l y .  In many w a y s ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  l o v e r s  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o
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c o n v e n t i o n a l  E n g l i s h  R e n a i s s a n c e  r o m a n t i c  comedy c o u p l e s .  
Young and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  i n  l o v e ,  t h e y  wi s h  t o  m a r r y ,  
b u t  a r e  t h w a r t e d  by M a r i a ' s  u n c l e ,  G l i s t e r ,  who d i s l i k e s  
G e r a r d i n e .  Y e t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  as  i n n o c e n t  o r  
a p p e a l i n g  as  mo s t  young  l o v e r s  b a s e d  upon E n g l i s h  r oma nce  
c o n v e n t i o n s ,  t h e y  seem t o  be c a r i c a t u r e s  who a r e  l u d i c r o u s l y  
in l o v e  w i t h  l o v e  and t h e i r  own p o e t i c  e l o q u e n c e .
In o r d e r  t o  i n t e n s i f y  h i s  s a t i r e  a g a i n s t  t h e m,  
M i d d l e t o n  has  g i v e n  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
drawn f rom t h e  r o m a n t i c  c o n v e n t i o n ' s  e a r l i e s t  r o o t s ,  and 
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  a p p e a r  as  much a p a r o d y  o f  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s  
as  E n g l i s h  r o m a n t i c  c o u p l e s .  L i k e  t h e  k n i g h t s  and l a d i e s  
o f  t h e  C o u n t e s s  M a r i e ' s  c o u r t ,  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  p r o c l a i m  
l o v e  as  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n .  B e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  t h i r t y  l i n e s  o f  
d i a l o g u e ,  Ma r i a  has  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h e r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  
r oma nce  :
‘ T i s  b l a s p h e my  
' G a i n s t  l o v e ' s  mo s t  s a c r e d  d e i t y ,  t o  a s k  
Why we do l o v e ,  s i n c e  ' t i s  h i s  o n l y  power  
T h a t  sways  a l l  o u r  a f f e c t i o n s ;  a l l  t h i n g s  whi c h  b e ,  
B e a s t s ,  b i r d s ,  men,  g o d s ,  pay him t h e i r  f e a l t y .
( I , i , 1 8 - 2 2 )
L a t e r ,  G e r a r d i n e  r e p e a t s  t h e  same s e n t i m e n t :
Thou s a c r e d  d e i t y ,  Love!
Thou Power  p r e d o m i n a t e ,  more  t o  be a d m i r ' d  
Than a b l e  t o  be e x p r e s t ,  whose o r b  i n c l u d e s  
Al l  t e r r e n e  j o y s  whi ch  a r e !  a l l  s t a t e s  wh i c h  be 
Pay t o  t h y  s a c r e d  t h r o n e ,  as  t r i b u t e - f e e ,
T h e i r  t h o u g h t s  and l i v e s .  L i k e  J o v e ' s ,  so mus t  t h y  a c t s
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En d u r e  no q u e s t i o n :  why,  t h y  h i d d e n  f a c t s  
The gods  t h e m s e l v e s  o b e y :  h e a v e n - s y n o d  h o l d s  
No gods  b u t  wh a t  t h y  awf u l  power  c o n t r o l s .
( IV , i i , 1 - 9)
M i d d l e t o n  gave  c o u r t l y - l o v e  l a n g u a g e  t o  c h a r a c t e r s
i n  o t h e r  p l a y s  as  w e l l ,  and n e a r l y  a l w a y s  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s
a r e  p o r t r a y e d  u n s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y .  In A Game At  C h e s s , t h e
B l a c k  B i s h o p ' s  Pawn,  an e v i l  l e c h e r  who l u s t s  f o r  t h e
Whi t e  Q u e e n ' s  Pawn,  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  h i s  d e s i r e
i n  r e l i g i o u s  t e r m s .  He s a y s  he w i l l :
by d e g r e e s  a p p r o a c h  t h e  s a n c t u a r y  
Of u n ma t c h e d  b e a u t y  s e t  i n  g r a c e  and g o o d n e s s
The h o l y  dew o f  p r a y e r  l i e s  l i k e  p e a r l  
Dr opped  f r om t h e  o p e n i n g  e y e l i d s  o f  t h e  morn 
Upon t h e  b a s h f u l  r o s e .  ( I , i , 7 2 - 3  ; 7 8 - 8 0 )
The T y r a n t  i n  The Se c o n d  Mai d e n 1s T r a g e d y  a l s o  o b s e r v e s  
r i t e s  o f  c o u r t l y  l o v e ;  he commands h i s  s o l d i e r s  t o  Kneel  t o
The L a d y ' s  body and k i s s  t h e  g r o u n d  b e f o r e  h e r .  He,  t o o ,
k n e e l s ,  and he s p e a k s  t o  h e r  c o r p s e  as  i f  s he  wer e
p o s s e s s e d  o f  e t h e r e a l  q u a l i t i e s :
0 ,  t h e  moon r i s e s !  What  r e f l e c t i o n  
I s  t h r o wn  a b o u t  t h i s  s a n c t i f i e d  b u i l d i n g
Madam! ' T i s  I ,  s w e e t  l a d y ,  P r i t h e e  s p e a k !
' T i s  t h y  l o v e  c a l l s  on t h e e - - t h y  k i n g ,  t h y  s e r v a n t .
( I V , i  i i , 8 0 - 1 ; 8 6 - 7 )
Whi l e  M i d d l e t o n ' s  e v i l  o r  m i s g u i d e d  l o v e r s  f r e q u e n t l y
a d h e r e  t o  c o u r t l y  l o v e  c o n v e n t i o n s  and s p e a k  i n  e l e v a t e d
l a n g u a g e ,  h i s  s y m p a t h e t i c  l o v e r s  t a l k  t o  one  a n o t h e r
s t r a i  g h t f o r w a r d l y  and  Ishow t h e i r  l o v e  by t h e i r  a c t i o n s
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r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  h i g h - f l o w n  v e r s e .  Neve r  do t h e y  s p e a k  i n  
a l a n g u a g e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  e x a g g e r a t e d  d i a l o g u e  p e c u l i a r  
t o  G e r a r d i n e  and M a r i a .  F i t s g r a v e  o f  Your  F i v e  G a l l a n t s  
( 1 6 0 4 - 6 )  i s  one o f  t h e  mos t  a t t r a c t i v e  l o v e r s  t o  be f o u n d  i n  
t h e  M i d d l e t o n  c a n o n ;  h i s  s p e e c h e s  t o  h i s  b e l o v e d  K a t h e r i n e  
a r e  p l a i n  and h o n e s t ,  b e r e f t  o f  e x a g g e r a t e d  m e t a p h o r s  o r  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  d e i t i e s .  Only o n c e  d o e s  he wax p o e t i c ,  and 
even  i n  h i s  mo s t  e c s t a t i c  moment ,  he s o u n d s  more  l e v e l ­
h e a d e d  t h a n  G e r a r d i n e :
In you i s  p l a c ' d  t h e  w o r t h  t h a t  I r e s p e c t .
U n e q u a l ! ' d  v i r g i n ,  f r om y o u r  s e r v a n t ' s  arm 
V o u c h s a f e  t h i s  w o r t h l e s s  f a v o u r  t o  a c c e p t ,
The h a l l o w ' d  b e a d s ,  wh e r e o n  I j u s t l y  k e p t  
The t r u e  and p e r f e c t  number  o f  my s i g h s .
( G i v e s  c h a i n  o f  p e a r l s )
( I  , i i  , 1 9 - 2 3 )
In The R o a r i n g  G i r l  , t h e  e q u a l l y  s y m p a t h e t i c  l o v e r s  
S e b a s t i a n  and Mary do n o t  s p e a k  r o m a n t i c a l l y  t o  one  a n o t h e r  
a t  a l l .  They s t a t e  t h e i r  l o v e r  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l y  and g e t  
down t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  w o r k i n g  o u t  a p l a n  t o  t r i c k  t h e i r  
p a r e n t s  i n t o  l e t t i n g  t hem m a r r y .  The d i a l o g u e  o f  Mar i a  
and G e r a r d i n e ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  a p p e a r s  s u p e r f l u o u s  and  c o mi c a l  
i n  i t s  e x c e s s  o f  o v e r u s e d  P e r t r a r c h a n  c o n c e i t s  and common­
p l a c e  s i m i l i e s .  In a t y p i c a l  s p e e c h ,  G e r a r d i n e  d e s c r i b e s  
h i s  b e l o v e d :
T ' e n j o y  a c r e a t u r e , - - w h o s e  d i s h e v e l ! ' d  l o c k s  
L i k e  gems a g a i n s t  t h e  r e p e r c u s s i v e  s u n ,
Gi v e s  l i g h t  and s p l e n d o u r ,  whose  s t a r - l i k e  e y e s  
A t t r a c t  more  g a z e r s '  l o v e  t o  s e e  t hem move
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Than t h e  T i t a n i a n  g o d ,  when A E g e a n ' s  h i l l  
'A moun t s  i n  t r i u m p h ;  a s k i n  more  p u r e  and s o f t  
Than i s  t h e  s i l k - w o r m ' s  b e d ;  t e e t h  more  w h i t e  
Than new f a l l  1n snow o r  s h i n i n g  i v o r y  
I s  h a p p i n e s s  s o u g h t  by t h e  gods  t h e m s e l v e s .
C e l e s t i a l  Ve n u s ,  b o r n  w i t h o u t  a m o t h e r ,
Be t h o u  p r o p i t i o u s !  t h e e  do I i m p l o r e ,
Not  v u l g a r  Ve n u s ,  h e a v e n ' s  s c o r n  and Mars h i s  wh o r e .
( I V , i i , 8 9 - 1 0 0 )
The l a s t  c o u p l e t  i s  r e m i n i c e n t  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  s o n n e t  1 3 0 ,  
"My m i s t r e s s '  e y e s  a r e  n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  s u n . "  Wh i l e  t h e  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  P e t r a r c h a n  poem f i n i s h e s  w i t h  a l o f t y  s e n t i m e n t  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  rhymed c o u p l e t ,  G e r a r d i n e ' s s p e e c h  i s  f u l 1 
o f  f l o u r i s h e s  and t r i l l s ,  and t h e n  i t  d e b a s e s  t h e  i d e a l i s t i c  
v e r s e  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  l i n e .
M a r i a ' s  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  G e r a r d i n e  a l s o  seems  t o  be more  
a p a r o d y  o f  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a n  a t r u e  
R e n a i s s a n c e  y o u n g - l o v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B e c a u s e  c h a s t i t y  
b e t w e e n  u n m a r r i e d  o r  u n b e t r o t h e d  l o v e r s  had come t o  p l a y  
an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  r o m a n t i c  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t h e  
s w e e t h e a r t s  i n  mo s t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p l a y s  w a i t e d  u n t i l  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  was s o l e m n i z e d  by vows b e f o r e  t h e y  c o n s umma t ed  
t h e i r  l o v e .  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  pay l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  
c u s t o m  o f  p r e m a r i t a l  c h a s t i t y ,  b u t  i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e y ,  l i k e  
t h e  more  c a r n a l  m e d i e v a l  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s ,  r e g a r d  s e x u a l  
l o v e  a s  one  o f  t h e  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  b o t h  G e r a r d i n e  and M a r i a ,  Ma r i a  i s
1 7 7
" t r u l y  v i r t u o u s . "  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p l a y  s h e  p r a i s e s  " modes t  
t h o u g h t s "  wh i c h  " t e n d  t o  h o n o u r ' d  n u p t u a l s  , . . f a r  f rom 
i mp u r e  t h o u g h t s . "  ( 1 1 , i v , 9 « - 1 6 ) . G e r a r d i n e  s i g h s  t o  
L i p s a l v e  and Gudgeon ,  "My l o v e ' s  c h a s t e  s m i l e  t o  a l l  t h e  
w o r l d  d o t h  s p e a k  h e r  s p o t l e s s  i n n o c e n c e , "  ( I , i i , 1 5 5 - 6 )  b u t  
d e s p i t e  h e r  v i r g i n i t y  and h e r  "show o f  n i c e n e s s , "  s h e  
r e m a i n s  a p a s s i o n a t e  c r e a t u r e .  T h i s  s p e e c h ,  c o u c h e d  i n  
c o u r t l y  l o v e  l a n g u a g e ,  r e f l e c t s  an a t t i t u d e  somewhat  more 
l a s c i v i o u s  t h a n  p r o p e r  f o r  a r e s t r a i n e d  l a d y  whose  l o v e  
i s  n o b l e  and  p u r e :
' b o v e  t h o s e  j o y s  
Which l o v e r s  t a s t e  when t h e i r  c o n j o i n e d  l i p s  
Suck f o r t h  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  s o u l s ,  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h e  a i r ,
Yea ,  gods  t h e m s e l v e s ,  know n o n e .  E l y s i u m ' s  s w e e t ,
Ay,  a l l  t h a t  b l i s s  wh i c h  p o e t s '  pens  d e s c r i b e ,
Ar e  o n l y  known when s o f t  and a mo u r o u s  f o l d s  
E n t w i n e  t h e  c o r p s  o f  two u n i t e d  l o v e r s ,
Where wh a t  t h e y  wi s h  t h e y  h a v e ,  y e t  s t i l l  d e s i r e ,
And s w e e t s  a r e  known w i t h o u t  s a t i e t y .
( I I , i v , 3 3 - 4 1 )
Du r i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  b a l c o n y  s c e n e ,  G e r a r d i n e  g a z e s  up a t
Ma r i a  i n  h e r  c h a mb e r  wi ndow,  and s h e  p l a y s  t h e  r o l e  o f  a
l a d y  i n  t h e  g r i p  o f  t r u e  l o v e ;  t o s s i n g  down a t o k e n ,  s he
a s k  G e r a r d i n e  t o  w e a r  i t  a s  "my t r u e  l o v e ' s  p l e d g e . "
A l t h o u g h  he has  made no a t t e m p t  t o  r e a c h  h e r ,  s h e  i m p l o r e s
him n o t  t o  r i s k  c l i m b i n g  up t o  h e r  r oom;  y e t  h e r  w a r n i n g s
a l s o  c a r e f u l l y  i n s t r u c t  him how i t  may be d o n e :
I p r i t h e e ,  l o v e ,  a t t e m p t  n o t  t o  a s c e n d  
My c h a mb e r - w i n d o w  by a l a d d e r ' d  r o p e :
T h ' e n t r a n c e  i s  t o o  n a r r o w ,  e x c e p t  t h i s  p o s t ,
Which may w i t h  e a s e , - - y e t  t h a t  i s  d a n g e r o u s :
I p r i t h e e ,  do i t  n o t .
( I , i i  , 1 3 6 - 4 0 )
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When he f i n a l l y  d o e s  g a i n  a c c e s s  and r e q u e s t s  h i s  l o v e r ' s  
r e w a r d , s he  s c o l d s  h i s  i m p u d e n c e ,  b u t  b e f o r e  he has  t h e  
c h a n c e  t o  a s k  a g a i n ,  s h e  c h a n g e s  h e r  mi nd and h e a r t i l y  
a g r e e s  t o  a c c e p t  him.
G e r a r d i n e ,  t o o ,  i s  l e s s  t h a n  a model  o f  c h a s t i t y .
He j o k i n g l y  comment s  t o  D r y f a t  t h e  F a m i l i s t ,  " I  n e v e r  make 
my n e i g h b o r  a c u c k o l d  f o r  any  h a t e  o r  m a l i c e  I b e a r  h i m,  
b u t  i n  l o v e  and c h a r i t y  t o  h i s  w i f e . "  ( I V , i i , 7 4 - 5 )  When 
he and Ma r i a  f i n a l l y  manage  t o  be a l o n e  t o g e t h e r ,  he 
i m m e d i a t e l y  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  h i s  " b l o o d ' s  on f i r e "  and 
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  f i n d  a way t o  q u e n c h  i t .  Un d a u n t e d  by 
h e r  e q u i v o c a t i o n ,  he m e r r i l y  r a t t l e s  o f f  a d i t t y  t h a t  
s o u n d s  more  l i k e  Ovi d t h a n  a " t r u e "  l o v e r :
Ge r :  A m o r e : t a k e  A f rom t h e n c e ,
Then more i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  mor a l  s e n s e ,
Pf l ur a l  i n  m a n n e r s ,  wh i c h  i n  t h e e  do s h i n e  
S a i n t - l i k e ,  i m m o r t a l ,  s p o t l e s s ,  d i v i n e .
Take  M a way ,  o r e  i s  b e a u t y ' s  name 
C r a v e s  an e t e r n a l  t r o p h y  t o  t h y  f a me :
L a s t l y ,  t a k e  0 ,  i n  _re s t a n d s  a l l  my r e s t ,
Which I ,  i n  C h a u c e r - s t y l e ,  do t e r m  a j e s t .
Mar :  You b r e a k  a l l  m o d e s t  b o u n d s ;  away ,  away!
Ge r :  So when men come b e h i n d  do woman s a y .
Mar :  Come,  come I s a y - -
Ge r :  Ay,  t h a t ' s  t h e  word i n d e e d .
( 1 1 1 , i i , 4 8 - 5 8 )
Be c a u s e  M a r i a ' s  u n c l e  G l i s t e r  f o r b i d s  h e r  t o  m a r r y  
G e r a r d i n e  and even  k e e p s  h e r  l o c k e d  i n  h e r  room so t h a t
s h e  c a n n o t  s e e  h i m,  t h e y  a r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  
as  m e d i e v a l  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s :  an a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e  s e r v e s  
a s  an o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e i r  u n i o n ,  and G e r a r d i n e ,  l i k e  t h e  
k n i g h t s  o f  o l d ,  mu s t  be t e s t e d  b e f o r e  he c an  e mb r a c e  h i s  
l a d y .  He o v e r c o m e s  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  by h i s  w i t ;  on t h e  
p r e t e x t  t h a t  he has  s a i l e d  away t o  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y ,  he 
l o c k s  h i m s e l f  i n s i d e  a t r u n k  wh i c h  o s t e n s i b l y  c o n t a i n s  
a l l  h i s  e a r t h l y  g o o d s .  I t  i s  d e l i v e r e d  t o  M a r i a ' s  r oom,  
and when he e me r g e s  and t h e y  h a v e  s t o l e n  a s e c r e t  k i s s ,  
i t  i s  a l l  t h e  s w e e t e r  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  l o v e ,  t r i e d  by h a r d ­
s h i p ,  h a s  become more  p o w e r f u l :
Mar :  I t h o u g h t  t h o u  h a d ' s t  b e e n  c a b i n ' d  i n  t h y  s h i p ,
Not  t r u n k ' d  w i t h i n  my c r u e l  g u a r d i a n ' s  h o u s e .
Ge r :  T h a t  c r u e l t y  g i v e s  f u e l  t o  d e s i r e ;
Fo r  l o v e  s u p p r e s s ' d  f a r e s  l i k e  a r a g i n g  f i r e ;  
Which b u r n s  a l l  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  s t o p  h i s  c o u r s e  
And mo u n t s  a l o f t .
( I I  , i v , 2 5 1 - 5 )
S i n c e  G e r a r d i n e  h a s  now p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  w o r t h y ,  he 
w i n s  M a r i a ' s  t o t a l  c o mm i t m e n t .  She t a k e s  him t o  h e r  b e d ,  
b u t  he s t i l l  ha s  t o  pay  h i s  l o v e r ' s  d u e s .  To a v o i d  
d e t e c t i o n ,  he s t a y s  l o c k e d  i n  t h e  t r u n k  f o r  many d a y s ,  
comi ng  o u t  o n l y  f o r  t e n d e r ,  b r i e f  moment s  w i t h  h i s  b e l o v e d .  
E v e n t u a l l y ,  Ma r i a  becomes  p r e g n a n t ,  and  G e r a r d i n e  h a t c h e s  
a p l o t  t o  f o r c e  G l i s t e r  t o  l e t  t hem m a r r y .  They c o n v i n c e  
t h e  o l d  m a n ' s  w i f e  t h a t  G l i s t e r  ha s  i m p r e g n a t e d  M a r i a ,  and 
t h e  e n d ,  he i s  so  a n x i o u s  t o  be r i d  o f  h e r  and h e r  u n b o r n
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c h i l d  t h a t  he n o t  o n l y  a g r e e s  t o  l e t  h e r  ma r r y  G e r a r d i n e ,  
b u t  he s p i c e s  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  a t h o u s a n d  pou n d s  as  
a d o wr y .
Al l  t h e  t r i a l s  t h a t  t h e  p a i r  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  
r e w a r d e d ,  as  t h e y  a r e  i n  mo s t  R e n a i s s a n c e  r o m a n t i c  c o m e d i e s .  
Y e t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  t o n e  o f  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  and s e n t i m e n t s ,  
G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  a p p e a r  l u d i c r o u s  c o mp a r e d  t o  mos t  
E l i z a b e t h a n  o r  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s .  The i mage  o f  t h e  h e r o  
s t u f f e d  i n  a s ma l l  t r u n k ,  e me r g i n g  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t o  b i l l  
and coo a b o u t  h i s  " s a c r e d "  l o v e  s eems  r a t h e r  l u d i c r o u s  
c o mp a r e d  t o  t h e  a r d u o u s  t r i a l s  L a n c e l o t  o v e r c a me  t o  wi n 
Gui n e v e r e .
O t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  The F a mi l y  o f  Love s e r v e  t o  
u n d e r c u t  t h e  r oma nc e  o f  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a .  Not  o n c e  do 
t h e  p a i r  s h a r e  a t e n d e r  moment  e n t i r e l y  a l o n e ;  t h e y  a r e  
a l wa y s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by one  o r  b o t h  o f  t h e  t wo f a r c i c a l  
l i b e r t i n e s ,  Gudgeon a nd  L i p s a l v e ,  who c o n s t a n t l y  mock,  
i m i t a t e ,  o r  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  l o v e r s .  Du r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  b a l c o n y  
s c e n e ,  w h i l e  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  a r e  c r o o n i n g  h y p e r b o l e  
t o  one  a n o t h e r ,  L i p s a l v e  and Gudgeon a r e  s n i c k e r i n g ,  
w h i s p e r i n g  bawdy a s i d e s ,  and g e n e r a l l y  d e n i g r a t i n g  women 
and t h e i r  l o v e r s .  A f ew s c e n e s  l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  
G e r a r d i n e ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e d u c e  M a r i a ,  L i p s a l v e  shows  up 
b e n e a t h  M a r i a ' s  b a l c o n y  w i t h  h i s  p a g e ,  d i s g u i s e d  as
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G e r a r d i n e  and s e e k i n g  a way t o  e n j o y  h e r  hi  m s e l f .  Ma r i a ,  
a wa r e  t h a t  he i s  an i m p o s t e r ,  p l a y s  t h e  game w i t h  h i m,  and 
t h e y  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  p a r o d y  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  t h a t  had been  
s p o k e n  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s c e n e s .  Howe ve r ,  t h e i r  d i a l o g u e  
do e s  n o t  s ound  any mor e  r i d i c u l o u s  t h a n  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  have  
a l r e a d y  t a k e n  p l a c e  b e t we e n  t h e  r e a l  l o v e r s :
L i p :  Boy,  I h a v e  s p i e d  my s a i n t .
S h r :  Then down on y o u r  k n e e s .
Mar :  Whom do I s e e ?  0 how my s e n s e s  wa n d e r !
Am I n o t  He r o?  a r t  n o t  t h o u  L e a n d e r ?
( I l l , i i  , 2 9 - 3 7 )
L i p s a l v e  and Gudgeon s e r v e  i n  o t h e r  ways  t o  u n d e r mi n e  
t h e  i ma ge  o f  t h e  r o m a n t i c  l o v e r s .  Whi l e  t h e s e  t wo g a l l a n t s  
c o n s t a n t l y  b e r a t e  women and r o ma n c e ,  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  b e h a v e  
v e r y  much l i k e  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s  on a d e b a s e d  l e v e l .  Con­
j u g a l  u n i o n  t h e y  t r e a t  w i t h  d i s d a i n ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  e n r a p t u r e d  
w i t h  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  h a v i n g  a f f a i r s  w i t h  a l l  t h e  u n a v a i l a b l e  
women i n  t h e  p l a y .  Gudgeon s a y s  M i s t r e s s  P u r g e  "makes  c i v i l  
wa r s  and i n s u r r e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  my s t o m a c h , "
( 1 1 , i i i , 1 5 7 - 8 )  and L i p s a l v e  a l s o  s u f f e r s  f r om t h e  t o r m e n t s  
o f  p a s s i o n .  He mo a n s ,  "I h a v e  a f i r e  i n  my l i v e r  b u r n s  
l i k e  h e l l . "  ( I I , i i i  , 1 0 3 )  L i k e  k n i g h t l y  l o v e r s  o f  o l d ,  
t h e y  s e e k  a f t e r  " l o v e "  as  i f  i t  we r e  as  e s s e n t i a l  as  
r e l i g i o n .  L i p s a l v e  s a y s  l o v e  i s  h i s  " v o c a t i o n , "  and  t h a t
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" l o v e ' s  as  p r o p e r  t o  a c o u r t i e r  as  p r e c i s e n e s s  t o  a p u r i t a n . "  
They a l s o  e n d u r e  p a i n  and h a r d s h i p s  i n  t h e  hope s  o f  wi n n i n g  
t h e i r  l a d y ,  M i s t r e s s  P u r g e ,  b u t  t h e i r  p a i n  d e g r a d e s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  e n n o b l e s  t hem.  Ea c h ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  i s  a 
s p i r i t  who w i l l  c o n j u r e  up M i s t r e s s  P u r g e  i f  i t  i s  wh i ppe d  
e n o u g h ,  t h r a s h e s  t h e  o t h e r  s o u n d l y  w h i l e  s c r e a m i n g  L a t i n  
g i b b e r i s h . ,  h o p i n g  m i g h t l y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  s oon  f i n d  a r e wa r d  
o f  l o v e  a w a i t i n g  t he m.
S u r e l y  M i d d l e t o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  s a t i r i z e  t h e  c o u r t l y  
l o v e  c o n v e n t i o n  w i t h  G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  j u s t  as  he i n t e n d e d  
t o  s a t i r i z e  t h e  F a mi l y  o f  Love s e c t  i n  t h e  F a m i l i s t  p l o t .  
Whi l e  t h e  young  l o v e r s  a p p e a r  more  i n n o c e n t  t h a n  Re be c c a  
P u r g e ,  t h e y  a r e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  h y p o c r i t i c a l  and h e r e t i c a l ,  
a s  s h e  i s :  t h e y  s u b s t i t u t e  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  l o v e  f o r  t r u e
r e l i g i o n  and u s e  i t  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  l u s t .  Mi d d l e t o n  c o u l d  
n o t  c o n d o n e  t h i s ,  and a l t h o u g h  he mocked t hem 1 i g h t h e a r t e d l y , 
he d i d  n o t  wa n t  t o  p r e s e n t  t hem as  mo d e l s  o f  " t r u e  l o v e . "  
R a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  c omi c  v i c t i m s  o f  E r o s .  Ha v i ng  made 
r o m a n t i c  l u s t  t h e i r  g o d ,  t h e y  i g n o r e  m o r a l i t y  and s p i r i t ­
u a l i t y  and a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  become o b s e s s e d  and d e b a s e d  
by c a r n a l i t y ,
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THE CHANGELING:
The Dark God Er os
A l t h o u g h  M i d d l e t o n  d i d  n o t  a p p r o v e  o f  t h e  f o o l i s h
G e r a r d i n e  and M a r i a ,  he t r e a t e d  t hem more  g e n t l y  t h a n  he
t r e a t e d  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  who a r e  c a u g h t  up i n  t h e  e x c e s s e s
and t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  a f f o r d e d  by t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  c u l t .  In
The C h a n g e l i n g , he a l s o  c r e a t e d  l o v e r s  o u t  o f  a r o m a n t i c
t r a d i t i o n ,  n o t  m e r e l y  l a u g h a b l e  i n  t h e i r  s u p e r f l u i t i e s ,  b u t
a l s o  p e r v e r s e  and w i l l f u l l y  c a r n a l .  To t hem l o v e  i s  n o t  an
" e x c e s s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p , "  no r  a j o y o u s  m i r a c l e  wh i c h  r e n d e r s
t hem e x c e s s i v e l y  p o e t i c ;  i t  i s  a d a r k  and d r i v i n g  f o r c e
wh i c h  l e a d s  t hem t o  d e a t h  and d a m n a t i o n .
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s  a r e  l o v e r s  who s a c r i f i c e
t h e i r  s o u l s  on t h e  a l t a r  o f  " l o v e . "  T h e i r  c ompl e x  r e l a t i o n s h i p
29ha s  been  c a l l e d  " P e t r a r c h a n , "  b u t  a c t u a l l y  i t s  p h y s i c a l
n a t u r e  makes  t hem mor e  a k i n  t o  c o u r t l y  l o v e r s .  Mi d d l e t o n
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  dr ew t hem f r om t h a t  t r a d i t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t
a l l o w e d  him t o  e x p l o r e  f u l l y  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  and
t o  show t h e i r  s i n s  as  i n v e r s i o n s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  i d e a l .
Many c r i t i c s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  p a r a l l e l  o f  t h e
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p a r a d i s e  by t h e  d e v i l ' s  s e r p e n t  (De F l o r e s )
3 0and t h e  t e m p t r e s s  Eve ( B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a )  . Whi l e  s e t  i n 
t h e  f r a me wo r k  o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  C h r i s t i a n  v i s i o n ,  t h a t  a n a l o g y  
c e r t a i n l y  i s  v a l i d .  However ,  t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  i n t e n d e d  t h a t
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h i s  l o v e r s  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and D e F l o r e s  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  
s e t  t h e m s e l v e s  a p a r t  f r om C h r i s t i a n  c o n v e n t i o n ,  t o  l o o k  
t o  a f a l s e  god whi ch  l e a d s  t hem t h r o u g h  a " p a r a d i s e "  o f  
d e p r a v i t y .  They become so i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  w o r s h i p  o f  
Er o s  and t h e  b l a c k  ma g i c  o f  o b s e s s i v e  c a r n a l  d e s i r e s  t h a t  
t h e y  l o s e  t h e i r  s o u l s .
Two c o u r t l y - l o v e  t r i a n g l e s  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  a c t i o n  
of  t h e  mai n  p l o t .  The f i r s t ,  b e t we e n  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , 
A l o n z o ,  and A l s e m e r o ,  s eems  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  p o i g n a n t  
by c o u r t l y  l o v e  s t a n d a r d s .  A l s e m e r o ' s  and B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a 1s 
l o v e  i s  a d u l t e r o u s  i n  t h e  s t r i c t e s t  s e n s e  o f  t h e  word 
b e c a u s e ,  t o  J a c o b e a n  a u d i e n c e s ,  h e r  b e t r o t h a l  t o  Al o n z o  
woul d  have  been  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  m a r r i a g e .  Be c a u s e  t h e  l o v e r s  
a r e  c h a s t e ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e y  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  
one a n o t h e r  i n  r e l i g i o u s  t e r m s ,  t h e i r  l o v e  s eems  s w e e t ,  
e ve n  s a d .  Ac t  I ,  s c e n e  i o p e n s  w i t h  Al s e me r o  o b s e r v i n g :  
" ' Twa s  i n  t h e  t e m p l e  wh e r e  I f i r s t  b e h e l d  h e r .  . . . The 
p l a c e  i s  h o l y ,  so i s  my i n t e n t ; /  I l o v e  h e r  b e a u t i e s  t o  
t h e  h o l y  p u r p o s e . "  ( I , i  , 1 - 6 )  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  has  r e a c t e d  
t o  A l s e m e r o ,  h e r  new " s a i n t , "  i n a s i m i l a r  way:  "I  have  
w i t h i n  mi ne  eye  a l l  my d e s i r e s ; /  R e q u e s t s  t h a t  h o l y  
p r a y e r s  a s c e n d  h e a v e n  f o r . "  ( I I , i , 7 - 9 )  Howe ve r ,  t h i s  
i d y l l i c  b e g i n n i n g  s oon  t u r n s  s o u r  as  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  p l o t s  
t o  mu r d e r  Al o n z o  so s h e  can  ma r r y  A l s e me r o .  Th i s  a c t i o n
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s e t s  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  y e t  
a n o t h e r ,  b u t  f a r  l e s s  r o m a n t i c ,  c o u r t l y - l o v e  l i a s i o n  w i t h  
De F l o r e s .  T h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t y p i c a l l y  g a l l a n t ;  as  h e r  
s e r v a n t ,  De F l o r e s  ha s  l o n g  w o r s h i p p e d  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  f r om 
a f a r ,  and a l t h o u g h  s h e  has  a l wa y s  s c o r n e d  h i m,  he p r e ­
s e r v e r s ,  s e e k i n g  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  s i m p l y  t o  g a z e  upon h e r  
and  t o  do h e r  some s ma l l  s e r v i c e .
Two p o w e r f u l  s c e n e s  i n  The C h a n g e l i n g  p l a y  o u t  a 
ma s que  o f  d i s t o r t e d  c o u r t l y  l o v e  r i t u a l .  In a c t  I I ,  s c e n e  
i i ,  De F l o r e s  k n e e l s  b e f o r e  h i s  h a u g h t y  m i s t r e s s ,  q u i v e r i n g  
w i t h  d e s i r e  and  o v e r j o y e d  t h a t  s h e  has  l o o k e d  k i n d l y  a t  
hi m.  He be gs  h e r  t o  a l l o w  him t h e  h o n o r  o f  c o m m i t t i n g  
mu r d e r  f o r  h e r ,  and t h u s  damn h i s  s o u l  f o r  h e r  s a k e .  In 
a c t  I I I ,  s c e n e  i v ,  De F l o r e s  r e t u r n s  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h a t  he 
has  made h i m s e l f  w o r t h y  o f  h e r  " h o n o u r ' s  p r i z e . "  He g i v e s  
h e r  a t o k e n ,  a d i a mo n d  r i n g  wh i c h  had o n c e  g r a c e d  t h e  
f i n g e r  o f  h e r  n o w- d e a d  b e t r o t h e d ,  and t h e n  a c c e p t s  i t  ba c k  
a g a i n .  Then he dema nds  h i s  u l t i m a t e  r e w a r d ,  l o v e  f o r  t h e  
s e r v i c e  o f  l o v e ;  and  h a v i n g  no c h o i c e ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  i s  
f o r c e d  t o  become h i s  m i s t r e s s  i n  b o t h  s e n s e s  o f  t h e  wo r d .
L i k e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  c o u r t l y  l o v e r ,  De F l o r e s  " e a r n s "  
h i s  l a d y ' s  h e a r t  t h r o u g h  h i s  d e v o t e d  s e r v i c e  and h i s  " m e r i t , "  
and i n  t h e  e n d ,  when he knows t h e y  a r e  b o t h  doomed,  he d i e s  
u t t e r i n g  a t y p i c a l l y  g a l l a n t  s e n t i m e n t :  "I  woul d  n o t  go
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t o  l e a v e  t h e e  f a r  b e h i n d . "  ( V , i i i , 1 7 6 )  He f u l l y  e x p e c t s  
t h e i r  s o u l s  t o  me r ge  i n  t h e  a f t e r l i f e ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  
w i l l  be s p i r i t a l  u n i o n  f o r  t hem i n  t h e  P l a t o n i c  s e n s e ,  t h e y  
w i l l  f i n d  i t  i n  h e l l ,  n o t  i n  h e a v e n .  T h a t  i s  f i t t i n g ,  n o t  
o n l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  d e f i e d  t h e  commandment s  a g a i n s t  
a d u l t e r y  and m u r d e r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  ha ve  c h o s e n  t o  w o r ­
s h i p  a t  t h e  a l t a r  o f  t h e  d a r k  g o d ,  E r o s .  The u n d e r w o r l d  
i s  t h e  p l a c e  wh e r e  t h e i r  s p i r i t s  w i l l  be mo s t  a t  home.
I t  m i g h t  n o t  seem a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  c o mp a r e  t h e  s e r v i l e  
De F l o r e s  w i t h  t h e  m a g n i g i c e n t  F a u s t u s ,  b u t  l i k e  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  
t r a g i c  f i g u r e ,  De F l o r e s  s a c r i f i c e s  h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  mor a l  and s p i r i t u a l  w o r l d  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  God f o r  
c a r n a l  f u l f i l l m e n t .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p l a y  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  
he ha s  been  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  f o r  some 
t i me  p r i o r  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  "I  mu s t  s e e  
h e r  s t i l l , "  he  s a y s .  "I  s h a l l  h a v e  a mad qua l m w i t h i n  t h i s  
h o u r  a g a i n . "  ( I I , i , 7 8 - 9 )  L a t e r ,  he a g a i n  r e v e a l s  how h i s  
d e s i r e  f o r  h e r  t o r t u r e s  h i m:  " Wh a t e v e r  a i l s  me? Now a
l a t e  e s p e c i a l l y /  I c a n  as  we l l  be h a n g e d  as  r e f r a i n  f r om 
s e e i n g  h e r . "  ( I I , i , 2 7 - 8 )  S i n c e  he h a s  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  up 
h i s  s o u l  i n  a d o r a t i o n  o f  h e r ,  i t  f o l l o w s  l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  
he s h o u l d  go a s t e p  f u r t h e r  and commi t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c r i m e ,  
m u r d e r ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  wi n  h e r .  He i s  a wa r e  o f  t h e  c o n s e ­
q u e n c e s  o f  h i s  a c t i o n s ;  a f t e r  he ha s  mu r d e r e d  A l o n z o ,  he
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r e f e r s  t o  h i s  b l i g h t e d  c o n s c i e n c e ,  and h e ,  n o t  B e a t r i c e -  
J o a n n a ,  f e e l s  g u i l t y  when t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  Tomazo,  A l o n z o ' s  
b r o t h e r ,  r e mi n d s  hi m o f  h i s  c r i m e .  S t i l l ,  he b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  i s  wo r t h  p e r d i t i o n  
b e c a u s e  h i s  p a s s i o n  f o r  h e r  has  d r i v e n  him t o  h i s  own 
p e r s o n a l  h e l l  f r om wh i c h  he can  n e v e r  hope  t o  e s c a p e  w i t h ­
o u t  t a s t i n g  h e r  f l e s h .
When B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  d e c i d e s  t o  h i r e  him t o  mu r d e r  
A l o n z o ,  s h e  t h r i l l s  him by s p e a k i n g  t o  him k i n d l y  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i me  s i n c e  he has  known h e r ,  and when s h e  a c t u a l l y  
t o u c h e s  t h e  p i mp l e d  f a c e  t h a t  s h e  had c u r s e d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e ,  
he can h a r d l y  c o n t a i n  h i s  e x c i t e m e n t :  "Ha,  I s h a l l  r un  mad 
wi t h  j o y ! "  ( I I , i i , 7 0 )  When s h e  t e l l s  him s he  wa n t s  t o  
be r i d  o f  A l o n z o ,  he k n e e l s ,  b e g g i n g  t o  do h e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  
o f  m u r d e r ,  and when s h e  a g r e e s  t o  g r a n t  him t h a t  d u b i o u s  
h o n o r ,  p r o m i s i n g  him "Thy r e wa r d  s h a l l  be p r e c i o u s , "  he 
l e a p s  t o  h i s  c h o r e ,  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e r  " l o v e "  w i l l  be t h e  
r e wa r d  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e :
Oh my b l o o d !
Me t h i n k s  I f e e l  h e r  i n  mi ne  ar ms  a l r e a d y ,
He wa n t o n  f i n g e r s  c ombi ng  o u t  t h i s  b e a r d ,
And,  b e i n g  p l e a s e d ,  p r a i s i n g  t h i s  bad f a c e .
( 1 1 , i i . 1 4 7 - 5 0 )
W i l l i n g l y ,  De F l o r e s  s a c r i f i c e s  a l l  f o r  l u s t .  He doe s  n o t  
r e g r e t  l o s i n g  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  h i s  l i f e ,  o r  even  h i s  s o u l  
f o r  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , b e c a u s e  he k n o wi n g l y  c h o o s e s  t o  h o n o r
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Er o s  i n s t e a d  o f  J e h o v a h .  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  makes  t h e  same 
s a c r i f i c e s ,  b u t  b e i n g  l e s s  m o r a l l y  and s p i r i t u a l l y  i n t e l ­
l i g e n t  t h a n  De F l o r e s ,  s h e  d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  
J e h o v a h  i s  a j e a l o u s  God who w i l l  damn h e r  f o r  i d o l a t r y .
Over  t h e  y e a r s ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  ha s  g e n e r a l l y  f a r e d  
much b e t t e r  w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c s  t h a n  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  wi c k e d
De F l o r e s .  Samuel  Sc hoe nba um d e s c r i b e s  h e r  a s  "weak and 
31i m p u l s i v e , "  and Una E l l i s - F e r m o r  saw h e r  a s  a " s p o i l t
32c h i l d . "  Howe ve r ,  o f  l a t e ,  c r i t i c s  h a v e  n o t  a l l o w e d  h e r
s e e mi n g  h e l p l e s s n e s s  o b s c u r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  r e a l l y  i s
33"a c r e a t u r e  o f  e v i l "  who w i l l f u l l y  s e d u c e s  De F l o r e s  i n t o  
d o i n g  h e r  d i r t y  wor k f o r  h e r .  Be c a u s e  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  i s  an i n n o c e n t ,  s h e  l o o k s  a t  l o v e  f r om a 
r o m a n t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e .  L i k e  any l o v e - s t r u c k  t e e n a g e r ,  s h e  
c r o o n s  c o u r t l y  l o v e  m e l o d i e s ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  h e r  l o v e  f o r  
A l s e me r o  i s  mor e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  o r  a n y o n e  i n  t h e  
w o r l d .  Whi l e  s e l f - i n d u l g e n t  r o m a n t i c i s m  u s u a l l y  i s  e x c u s a b l e  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  h a r m l e s s ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a 1s w i l l f u l n e s s  l e a d s  
h e r  t o  m u r d e r  so s h e  ca n  f u l f i l l  h e r  r o m a n t i c  f a n t a s i e s .
Her  s p e e c h e s  t o  A l s e me r o  no wh e r e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s he  
h a r b o r s  s e x u a l  d e s i r e  f o r  h i m,  b u t  h e r  o b s e s s i v e  h a t r e d  
o f  De F l o r e s  b o t h  mas ks  and r e v e a l s  a f a s c i n a t i o n  b o r d e r i n g  
on ,  i f  n o t  a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  e r o t i c .  R o b e r t  O r n s t e i n  has  
o b s e r v e d  t h a t  f r om t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  has  f e l t  an 
a f f i n i t y  f o r  De F l o r e s ,  f o r  s h e  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  " o n l y  t h r o u g h
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him c o u l d  s h e  s a t i s f y  t h a t  c r a v i n g  f o r  r o m a n t i c  e x p e r i e n c e
whi ch  i s  f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h e  b r e a t h l e s s  a d v e n t u r e  o f  mu r d e r  
34and a d u l t e r y . "  J o s e p h  Du f f y  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  B e a t r i c e -
J o a n n a  has  a " r e m a r k a b l e  s e n s u a l i t y "  and a " s e x u a l  r a g e "
35a g a i n s t  De F l o r e s .  J . L .  Simmons a g r e e s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  s h e  
i s  " o b s e s s e d  w i t h  s e x "  and " wa n t s  t o t a l  a b a n d o n  i n  n a k e d
o c
s e x u a l i t y . "  I n d e e d ,  h e r  i n t e n s e  h a t r e d  f o r  De F l o r e s  
a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  o b v e r s e  o f  s e x u a l  f a s c i n a t i o n .  He i s  
u g l y ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  as  r e p u l s i v e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c h a r ­
a c t e r s  as  s h e  d e c l a r e s  he i s  t o  h e r .  Hi s  t o u c h  i s  so 
d i s t u r b i n g  t h a t  s h e  c a n n o t  we a r  a g l o v e  whos e  ma t e  he has  
t o u c h e d ,  and s h e  c a n n o t  b e a r  t o  be i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e ;  when 
s h e  i s ,  he d e v o u r s  h e r  w i t h  h i s  e y e s  and t r e m b l e s  w i t h  a 
"mad q u a l m . "  She s e e s ,  a t  l e a s t  s u b l i m i n a l l y , how much 
he h u n g e r s  f o r  h e r ,  and e v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  may n o t  be a wa r e  
o f  i t ,  s u c h  h u n g e r  has  i t s  own a t t r a c t i v e n e s s .  She f e a r s  
n o t  De F l o r e s '  u g l y  f a c e ,  b u t  h i s  s e x u a l  p o we r ,  t o  wh i c h  
h e r  " b l o o d "  r e s p o n d s  l o n g  b e f o r e  h e r  c o n s c i e n c e  d o e s .
In t h e  s c e n e  wh e r e  s h e  h i r e s  him t o  mu r d e r  A l o n z o ,  
s h e  e i t h e r  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  o r  p u r p o s e f u l l y  pi  a y s  upon h i s  
d e s i r e .  She t o u c h e s  h i m,  s i g h s  h i s  name,  and c o u c h e s  h e r  
r e q u e s t  i n  i n n u e n d o  wh i c h  d e l u d e s  him i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  he 
ca n  e a r n  h e r  " l o v e : "
H a r d n e s s  becomes  t h e  v i s a g e  o f  a man w e l l ,
I t  a r g u e s  s e r v i c e ,  r e s o l u t i o n ,  manhood.
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I f  c a u s e  we r e  o f  e mp l o y me n t .
Oh,  my De F l o r e s !  We s h a l l  t r y  y o u .
( I I , i i  , 9 2 - 4  ; 9 8 - 9 9 )
Go r l e y  P u t t  a g r e e s  t h a t  s h e  c o n s c i o u s l y  a p p e a l s  t o  h i s  b a s e r  
p a s s i o n s ,  " d e l i b e r a t e l y  p l a y i n g  w i t h  f i r e "  and s i g n a l i n g  
t o  De F l o r e s  " t h a t  s h e  w i l l ' l o v e  t h e  t h i n g  s h e  f e a r s .
The s c e n e  b u i l d s  t o  a b r e a t h l e s s  c l i ma x  when B e a t r i c e -  
J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s  e x c i t e d l y  a n t i c i p a t e  A l o n z o ' s  d e a t h :
B e a t :  Then t a k e  him t o  t h y  f u r y !
DeFl  : I t h i r s t  f o r  hi m.
B e a t :  Al o n z o  de P i r a c q u o !
De F l :  Hi s  e n d ' s  upon h i m;  he s h a l l  be s e e n  no more
and t h e n  i s  r e s o l v e d  by a woman s a t i s f i e d  and g r a t e f u l :
B e a t :  How l o v e l y  now d o s t  t h o u  a p p e a r  t o  me!
( 1 1 , i i , 1 3 3 - 6 )
P e r h a p s  some c r i t i c s  h a v e  be e n  l e n i e n t  w i t h  B e a t r i c e -  
J o a n n a  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  so e f f e c t i v e  a r h e t o r i c i a n .  Her  mos t  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  q u a l i t y  i s  t h a t  s h e  wa n t s  t o  ha ve  h e r  way 
and e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  t h r i l l  o f  f o r b i d d e n  f r u i t  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  t o  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ;  i n  o r d e r  t o  e v a d e  b l a me ,  
s h e  has  l e a r n e d  t o  s h i f t  i t  t o  o t h e r s .  She doe s  n o t  wa n t  
t o  be a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  m u r d e r i n g  h e r  b e t r o t h e d  h e r s e l f ,  b u t  
s h e  ca n  p u t  t h e  b u r d e n  on De F l o r e s '  s h o u l d e r s .  When h e r  
s i n s  f i n a l l y  a r e  r e v e a l e d ,  s h e  b l a me s  h e r  f a l l  on De F l o r e s ,
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c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  had t e m p t e d  him and
a s k e d  him t o  k i l l  A l o n z o .  Mo r e o v e r ,  when De F l o r e s  demands
h e r  v i r g i n i t y  as  a r e wa r d  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  s h e  becomes  c a u g h t
up i n  wha t  P a u l a  J o h n s o n  c a l l s  "a r a p e - f a n t a s y  o b j e c t i f i e d ,
38e n a c t i n g  t h e  c o v e r t  wi s h  f o r  p l e a s u r e  w i t h o u t  b l a m e . "
He r e  a g a i n ,  s h e  m a n i p u l a t e s  wor ds  t o  make h e r s e l f  a p p e a r  
t h e  i n n o c e n t  v i c t i m ,  b u t  h e r  a c t i o n s  b e t r a y  h e r  " b l o o d , "  
and De F l o r e s  knows h e r  we l l  enough  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  h e r  
f e a r f u l n e s s  i s  mi xed  w i t h  a n t i c i p a t i o n :  " ' L a s ,  how t h e
t u r t l e  p a n t s !  T h o u ' l t  l o v e  a n o n /  What  t h o u  so f e a r ' s t  
and f a i n t ' s t  t o  v e n t u r e  on. " ( I l l , i v , 170)
I n d e e d ,  s h e  d o e s  l e a r n  t o  " l o v e  a n o n . "  Once De F l o r e s  
has  i n i t i a t e d  h e r  i n t o  p l e a s u r e ,  s he  becomes  as  c a r n a l  as  
he i s .  She e ven  t a k e s  f o o l i s h  c h a n c e s  t o  be w i t h  hi m:
J a p e r i n o  o v e r h e a r s  t hem i n  t h e  room n e x t  t o  D i a p h a n t a ' s ,  
and on t h e  n i g h t  o f  h e r  we d d i n g  t o  A l s e m e r o ,  s h e  c o u p l e s  
w i t h  De F l o r e s  w h i l e  s h e  w a i t s  f o r  D i a p h a n t a  t o  l e a v e  
A l s e m e r o ' s  b e d .  In t h e  c o u r s e  o f  o n l y  a f ew d a y s ,  s h e  
l e a r n s  t o  " l o v e "  De F l o r e s ,  h i s  " s e r v i c e "  h a v i n g  q u i t e  
e n d e a r e d  him t o  h e r :  "How h e a r t i l y  he s e r v e s  me! Hi s  f a c e  
l o a t h e s  o n e , /  But  l o o k  upon h i s  c a r e ,  who woul d  n o t  l o v e  
hi m? The e a s t  i s  n o t  more  b e a u t e o u s  t h a n  h i s  s e r v i c e . "
( V, i  , 7 0 - 3 )  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  i s  n o t  me r e l y  a s a c r i f i c e  on 
E r o s '  a l t a r ;  s h e  has  begun t o  w o r s h i p  t h e r e  as  w e l l .  Her
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n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  r o ma n c e ,  p l e a s u r e ,  and  e x c i t e m e n t  
l o v e ' s  r e l i g i o n  o f f e r s  has  c a u s e d  h e r  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t r u e  r e l i g i o n :  s he  i s  " f a t e d "  t o  e mb r a c e
c a r n a l i t y  and  t o  a l i g n  h e r s e l f  w i t h  De F l o r e s ,  whos e  n a t u r e  
i s  as  s e n s u a l  a s  h e r  own.
L i k e  t h e  l o v e r s  who g r a c e d  Ma r i e  o f  Ch a mp a g n e ' s  c o u r t ,  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s  c o n s i d e r  " l o v e "  an a b s o l u t e ,  
and t h e y  s i n g l e m i n d e d l y  t r y  t o  a t t a i n  i t  a t  a l l  c o s t s .
But  M i d d l e t o n  was n o t  a t r o u b a d o u r ;  he c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  human d e s i r e  i s  d i v i n e ,  o r  t h a t  t h o s e  who 
make a r e l i g i o n  o f  l o v e  a r e  e n n o b l e d  by i t .  To h i m,
J e h o v a h  a l o n e  i s  " l o v e ; "  Er o s  i s  Hi s  a n t h e s i s .  When l o v e r s  
c h o o s e  t o  d e i f y  E r o s ,  t h e y  a r e  c o m m i t t i n g  h e r e s y ,  and t h e y  
become v u l n e r a b l e  t o  h i s  d e b a s i n g  and d e s t r u c t i v e  p owe r .  
M i d d l e t o n  s a t i r i z e s  t h i s  h e r e s y  i n  t h e  F a mi l y  o f  L o v e . 
G e r a r d i n e  and Ma r i a  a l l o w  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  t o  Er os  t o  s u p ­
e r c e d e  d e v o t i o n  t o  God,  and  he make f o o l s  o f  t h e m.  In The 
C h a n g e ! i  n g , h o w e v e r ,  t h e  same h e r e s y  damns  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  
and De F l o r e s  and r u i n s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  t hem 
b e c a u s e  i t  l e a d s  t hem t o  commi t  u n f o r g i v a b l e  c r i m e s .
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THE SECOND MAIDEN ' S TRAGEDY:
L o v e ' s  E x p r e s s i o n  Thr o u g h  t h e  Body and t h e  Soul
A l t h o u g h  M i d d l e t o n  r e j e c t e d  t h e  a d u l t e r o u s  and 
i d o l a t r o u s  k i n d  o f  d e v o t i o n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  
e t h i c ,  he d i d  n o t  d i s a v o w  a l l  i t s  p r e c e p t s .  In h i s  mo s t  
i d e a l i s t i c  p l a y ,  The S e c o n d  M a i d e n ' s  T r a g e d y , he e s t a b l i s h e d  
s p i r i t u a l  l o v e  as  a p a r a g o n  whi c h  u l t i m a t e l y  i s  s u p e r i o r  
t o  a l l  o t h e r  f o r ms  o f  l o v e  b e t we e n  t h e  s e x e s .  He r e  he a l s o  
e x p l o r e d  t h e  d u a l  n a t u r e  o f  l o v e .  On one  h a n d ,  i t  i s  a 
d i v i n e  s p i r i t  wh i c h  e l e v a t e s  and p u r i f i e s ,  a n d ,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  
i t  i s  a d e s t r u c t i v e  powe r  wh i c h  d e g r a d e s  and  d e s t r o y s .  In 
t h e  p r i m a r y  p l o t ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  t h e  Lady and 
Go v i a n u s  i s  b a s e d  upon t h e  P l a t o n i c  i d e a l  wh i c h  t r i u m p h s  
o v e r  c a r n a l i t y  and w o r l d l y  v a l u e s .  In t h e  c o n t r a p u n t a l  
s u b p l o t ,  The Wi f e  and V o t a r i u s  a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be 
s e d u c e d  by E r o s ,  t h e  god o f  p a s s i o n ,  and t h e y  u l t i m a t e l y  
become s a c r i f i c e s  t o  hi m.
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  Go v i a n u s  and The La d y ,  b a s e d
upon a u n i o n  o f  s p i r i t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  upon d e s i r e s  o f  t h e
f l e s h ,  i n  many ways  r e p r e s e n t s  a p e r f e c t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e
l a t e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  t r a d i t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  h a v e  l i v e d
t o g e t h e r  i n  c l o s e  c o n f i n e m e n t ,  and G o v i a n u s '  p a g e  r e f e r s
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t o  The Lady as  G o v i a n u s '  " w i f e , "  ( I V , i v , 2 4 )  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  u n c l u t t e r e d  by p a s s i o n .  Go v i a n u s  h i m s e l f
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4 0t w i c e  comment s  on h e r  v i r g i n a l  s t a t e .  No o b s e s s i o n ,  no 
a c h i n g  d e s i r e s  i mpe de  t h e i r  " m a r r i a g e  o f  t r u e  m i n d s . "
Howe ve r ,  t h i s  p a i r  d i f f e r s  f r o m i d e a l  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
l o v e r s  i n  t h a t  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  n o t  i d o l a t r o u s .
R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  s a n c t i f i e d  by t h e  C h r i s t i a n  God.  I f  Go v i a n u s  
t r e a t s  h i s  Lady as  a s a i n t ,  i t  i s  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  l o v e  
t h e y  s h a r e  s eems  t o  him a d i v i n e  e s s e n c e ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  s h e  
a c t u a l l y  a p p r o a c h e s  s p i r i t u a l  p e r f e c t i o n .  From t h e  b e g i n ­
n i n g  s h e  ha s  d w e l t  mor e  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  t h a n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
w o r l d ,  r e j e c t i n g  a l l  e a r t h l y  g l o r i e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  s i m p l e  
ha r mony s h e  s h a r e s  w i t h  G o v i a n u s :  " ' T i s  n o t  t i t l e s /  Nor
a l l  t h e  b a s t a r d  h o n o u r s  o f  t h i s  f r a m e /  T h a t  I am t a k e n  wi t h . "  
( I , i , 1 2 5 - 6 ) .  When The T y r a n t  a s k s  h e r  t o  become h i s  q u e e n ,  
s h e  r e f u s e s ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h a t  i f  " a l l  t h e  k i ngdoms  o f  t h e  
e a r t h  we r e  h i s  [ The  T y r a n t ' s ]  own . . .  I wou l d  n o t  c h a n g e  
t h i s  m i s e r y  f o r  t h a t  s e p t r e . "  ( I , i ,  1 6 8 - 7 1 )
At  t h e  p o i n t  o f  h e r  d e a t h  s h e  k n e e l s  i n  p r a y e r ,  no 
d o u b t  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  g l o r i e s  t h a t  w i l l  be a w a i t i n g  
h e r  i n  h e a v e n ,  and a t  h e r  s p i r i t ' s  r e t u r n ,  we can s e e  t h a t  
i n d e e d  s h e  ha s  b e e n  h o n o r e d  by God.  M i d d l e t o n ' s  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  o f  h e r  s p i r i t  i n  t h e  s t a g e  d i r e c t i o n s  n o t  o n l y  p a t e n t l y  
i m i t a t e s  t h e  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t  o f  C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  b u t  
a l s o  s y m b o l i c a l l y  shows  t h e  h e a v e n l y  h o n o r s  b e s t o w e d  upon 
h e r :
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On a s u d d e n ,  i n  a k i n d  o f  n o i s e  l i k e  a wi n d ,  t h e  d o o r s  
c l a t t e r i n g ,  t h e  t o m b s t o n e  f l i e s  o p e n ,  and a g r e a t  l i g h t  
a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  t omb;  h i s  LADY, as  we n t  o u t ,  
s t a n d i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  him a l l  i n  w h i t e ,  s t u c k  w i t h  j e w e l s ,  
and a g r e a t  c r u c i f i x  on h e r  b r e a s t .  ( I V , i v )
Go v i a n u s  a l s o  shows  a d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t e m p o r a l  h o n o r s .  
A f t e r  he ha s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  h i s  Lady w i l l  n o t  a b a n d o n  him 
f o r  The T y r a n t ' s  b r i b e s ,  he i s  u n p e r t u r b e d  by t h e  t h o u g h t  
o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  f o r  h e ,  t o o ,  p r e f e r s  p u r e ,  s i m p l e  l o v e  t o  
" h o n o r : "  " I f  t h e r e  be man/  Above a k i n g  i n  f o r t u n e s ,  r e a d  
my s t o r y /  And you s h a l l  f i n d  him t h e r e !  F a r e w e l l ,  p o o r  
k i n g d o m. "  ( I , i , 1 3 1 - 3 )  Ho we v e r ,  l e s s  w i s e  and s p i r i t u a l l y  
p e r f e c t  t h a n  The La d y ,  he s t a n d s  t o  l e a r n  f r om h e r .  At  
f i r s t ,  s he  a l o n e  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  h e a v e n  i s  a r e a l  p l a c e  
wh e r e  t h e y  w i l l  l i v e  a f t e r  t h e y  ha ve  s h e d  t h e i r  s u p e r f l u o u s  
b o d i e s  :
I am l i k e  one  
Removi ng f r om h e r  h o u s e ,  t h a t  l o c k s  up a l l ,
And r a t h e r  t h a n  s h e  wou l d  d i s p l a c e  h e r  g o o d s .
Makes s h i f t  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  t i m e  s h e  s t a y s .
( 1 1 1 , i i i , 1 3 4 - 7 )
She i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d i e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a l l o w  r a p e  t o  
p o l l u t e  h e r  l o v e ,  and a l t h o u g h  Go v i a n u s  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  
r e a s o n s  f o r  h e r  c h o i c e ,  he c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  h e r  d e a t h  
w i l l  n o t  mean t h e y  w i l l  be l o s t  f r om one  a n o t h e r  f o r ­
e v e r .  "Mus t  I l o s e  t h e e  t h e n ? "  he c r i e s ,  and s h e  r e mi n d s  
him t h a t  l o v e  i s  a l wa y s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  d e a t h :
T h ' a r e  b u t  t h i n e  e n e mi e s  t h a t  t e l l  t h e e  s o .
Hi s  l u s t  may p a r t  me f r om t h e e ,  b u t  d e a t h ,  n e v e r ;
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Thou c a n s t  n o t  l o s e  me t h e r e ,  f o r  d y i n g  t h i n e ,
Thou d o s t  e n j o y  me s t i l l .  Ki ngs  c a n n o t  r o b  t h e e .
( 1 1 1 , i i i , 1 4 3 - 6 )
Not  u n t i l  h e r  s p i r i t  v i s i t s  him and c o n v e r s e s  w i t h  
him d o e s  Go v i a n u s  r e a l i z e  t h a t  l o v e  t r a n s c e n d s  d e a t h ;  t h e n  
h i s  j o y  i n  h i s  new k n o wl e d g e  i s  so g r e a t  t h a t  h i s  f i r s t  
i m p u l s e  i s  t o  k i l l  h i m s e l f  so he can  j o i n  h e r .  Ho we v e r ,  he 
r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  he mu s t  f i r s t  f u l f i l l  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
a v e n g e  h e r  b o d y ' s  d e f i l e m e n t ,  and when he d o e s  me e t  t h a t  
r e q u i r e m e n t ,  and  h e r  s p i r i t  v i s i t s  once  a g a i n  t o  e x p r e s s  
h e r  e t e r n a l  d e v o t i o n ,  he f i n a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  t h e  d o o r  
t o  d e a t h  i s  n o t  a b a r r i e r  t o  l o v e ,  b u t  t h a t  he and The 
Lady can c o n t i n u e  t o  l o v e  one  a n o t h e r  w h e t h e r  he d i e s  o r  
r e m a i n s  a l i v e .  T h i s  k n o wl e d g e  g i v e s  him g r e a t e r  s p i r i t u a l  
c o n t e n t m e n t  t h a n  he ha s  e v e r  known b e f o r e .  As The T y r a n t  
l i e s  d y i n g ,  he c ondemns  Go v i a n u s  t o  d e a t h  j u s t  as  he e a r l i e r  
had condemned  him t o  p r i s o n .  Ho we v e r ,  h a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  
h i s  a p o c a l y p t i c  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  The L a d y ' s  s p i r i t ,  G o v i a n u s '  
p e a c e  r e m a i n s  u n c l o u d e d :
Doom me,  T y r a n t .
Had I f e a r e d  d e a t h ,  I ' d  n e v e r  a p p e a r e d  n o b l e  
To s e a l  t h i s  a c t  upon me,  wh i c h  e ' e n  h o n o u r s  me 
Unt o  my m i s t r e s s '  s p i r i t .  I t  l o v e s  me f o r  i t .
( V, i i , 1 4 6 - 9 )
I n t h e  e n d ,  he c h o o s e s  t o  l i v e  b e c a u s e  he u n d e r s t a n d s  
t h a t  he ca n  l o v e  h i s  Lady and be l o v e d  by h e r  no m a t t e r  
whe r e  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s p i r i t s  d w e l l ,  The s p i r i t  o f  The 
Lady a g r e e s .  "My t r u e s t  l o v e , "  s he  t e l l s  h i m,  " l i v e  e v e r
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h o n o u r e d  h e r e  and b l e s s e d  a b o v e . "  ( V , i i , 1 6 3 - 4 )
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  Go v i a n u s  and The Lady i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by i n n e r  p e a c e  and d i v i n e  p e r f e c t i o n ,  f u l l y  
a p p r o v e d  o f  by God,  and t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  n o t h i n g  b u t  t r i u mp h  
o v e r  e v i l ,  b o t h  i n  l i f e  and d e a t h .  Howe ve r ,  t h e  a d u l t e r o u s  
l o v e r s  V o t a r i u s  and  The Wi f e  have  no s u c h  d i v i n e  a s s u r a n c e s ,  
f o r  t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  f r om t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  p a s s i o n  
i s  a d e s t r u c t i v e  f o r c e  wh i c h  c r e e p s  i n  and  u s u r p s  t h e  w i l l  
and mor a l  v a l u e s .  The  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  The Wi f e  and 
V o t a r i u s  b e a r s  l i t t l e  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  e ve n  
t h e  c a r n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  me d i e v a l  c o u r t l y  l o v e .  Be c a u s e  t h e y  
r e s i d e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  R e n a i s s a n c e  E n g l i s h  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
t h e y  c a n n o t  f u l l y  e mb r a c e  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  c o n v e n t i o n  and 
a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  p a s s i o n  w i t h o u t  g u i l t .  A l s o ,  s i n c e  t h e y  
do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  u n f u l f i l l e d  y e a r n i n g  a s  an e l e v a t i n g  
f o r c e ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  r e f r a i n  f r om g i v i n g  i n  t o  t h e i r  l u s t .
As a c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t h e i r  a d u l t e r y  i s  n o t  e n n o b l i n g ,  b u t  
d e b a s i n g ;  t h e y  do n o t  g a i n  s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  l o s e  i t  t o  t h e  
d a r k  f o r c e  o f  c a r n a l i t y .
The Wi f e  u n d e r s t a n d s  Er os  a s  a p o w e r f u l  god who 
c a n n o t  be l i g h t l y  r e g a r d e d ,  and a wa r e  o f  h e r  own mor a l  
w e a k n e s s ,  s h e  p l e a d s  w i t h  V o t a r t i u s  t o  s t o p  h i s  a t t e m p t s  
t o  s e d u c e  h e r :  "What  i s ' t  t o  y o u ,  good s i r ,  i f  I be
p l e a s e d /  To weep m y s e l f  a wa y ,  and r un  t h u s  v i o l e n t l y /
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I n t o  t h e  a r ms  o f  d e a t h ,  and k i s s  d e s t r u c t i o n ?  ( I , i i , 146 - 8 )
Then s h e  e n l i s t s  t h e  a i d  o f  L e o n e l l a ,  h e r  w a i t i n g  woman,
t o  h e l p  h e r  a v o i d  t e m p t a t i o n ,  b u t  h e r  s i t u a t i o n  has  a l r e a d y
become h o p e l e s s  b e c a u s e  h e r  d e f e n s e s  h a v e  s h a t t e r e d .
1lSomewhat  commands  me , "  s h e  s a y s  l i k e  a woman s l e e p w a l k i n g ,
"and t a k e s  a l l  t h e  p o w e r /  Of  m y s e l f  f r om me! "  ( I , i i , 2 7 4 - 5 )
V o t a r i u s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  h i m s e l f  a man p o s s e s s e d  o f
s t r o n g  m o r a l s ,  d o e s  n o t  f e e l  so d e f e n s e l e s s .  He c a l l s  Er os
"a f o n d ,  young  b o y , "  ( I , i i , 2 3 6)  and c a l l s  upon h i s  own
s t r e n g t h  t o  p r o t e c t  him f r om s i n .  F i n d i n g  h i s  d e s i r e  f o r
The Wi f e  e n g u l f i n g  hi m i n  a weak moment ,  he a t t e m p t s  t o
s h a k e  i t  o f f :
H e a r t !  I gr ow f o n d  m y s e l f !  ' Twas  we l l  s h e  waked me 
B e f o r e  t h e  d e a d  s l e e p  o f  a d u l t e r y  t o o k  me;
' Twas  s t e a l i n g  on me.  Up,  you h o n e s t  t h o u g h t s ,
And ke e p  wa t c h  f o r  y o u r  m a s t e r .
( I , i i , 2 2 4 - 7 )
But  Er os  i s  n o t  a " f o n d ,  young  b o y . "  In f a c t ,  he i s  so 
p o we r f u l  t h a t  V o t a r i u s  and  The Wi f e  a r e  s u c k e d  i n t o  t h e  
v o r t e x  o f  p a s s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  b o t h  know w i l l  c a u s e  t hem t o  
" k i s s  d e s t r u c t i o n . "  S t i l l ,  t h e y  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  i t .  
V o t a r i u s  e s p e c i a l l y  f e e l s  r e m o r s e  t h a t  he ha s  a l l o w e d  
p a s s i o n  t o  u s u r p  h i s  own d e f e n s e s :  " A l l ' s  gone !  t h e r e ' s
n o t h i n g  b u t  t h e  p r o d i g a l  l e f t . /  I h a v e  p l a y e d  away my 
s o u l  a t  one  s h o r t  game.  . . . How I c o u l d  c u r s e  m y s e l f ! "
( 1 1 , i i , 1 - 2  ; 17)  Y e t ,  a g a i n  Er o s  o v e r p o w e r s  h i m,  and o n l y
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f o u r  l i n e s  l a t e r ,  when The Wi f e  e n t e r s ,  he r e c a n t s :  "Her  
v e r y  s i g h t  s t r i k e s  my r e p e n t a n c e  b a c k w a r d . "  ( I I , i  , 2 1 - 2 )
As t h e  a c t i o n  p r o g r e s s e s ,  t h e s e  two l o v e r s ,  l i k e  
B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s ,  become c o n d i t i o n e d  t o  s i n  
and t o  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e .  Two v i r t u o u s  p e o p l e  d e g e n e r a t e  
i n t o  q u a r r e l l i n g ,  j e a l o u s  w e a k l i n g s  who d e s t r o y  p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and b u i l d  webs  o f  d e c e i t  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s .  The Wi f e  h u mb l e s  h e r s e l f  t o  h e r  mai d  
b e c a u s e  s h e  knows L e o n e l l a  s h a r e s  h e r  g u i l t y  s e c r e t .
V o t a r i u s  l o s e s  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i m s e l f  and c e a s e s  t o  l o v e  t h e  
man he o n c e  c a l l e d  " f r i e n d "  b e c a u s e  he e n v i e s  him and c o v e t s  
h i s  p l a c e  as  The  W i f e ' s  h u s b a n d :  "I  do n o t  l i k e  h i s
company now;  t i s  i r k s o m e . /  Hi s  eye  o f f e n d s  me . "  ( I I , i i , 8 3 - 4 )  
He b r o o d s  when An s e l mu s  g i v e s  h i s  w i f e  a l o v i n g  k i s s :  " He ' s  
t o o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  f a c e  I l o v e . "  ( I I , i i , 9 3 - 4 )
Howe ve r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  l i v e  i n  a wo r l d  wh i c h  w i l l  n o t  
t o l e r a t e  s i n s  s u c h  a s  t h e i r s ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  b r e a k  w i t h  
c o n v e n t i o n  and f l a u n t  t h e i r  l o v e .  S i n c e  t h e y  wa n t  t o  
m a s q u e r a d e  as  h o n o r a b l e  C h r i s t i a n s  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
communi ng a t  t h e  a l t e r  o f  c a r n a l  p a s s i o n ,  t h e y  d e v i s e  a 
p l a n  wh i c h  w i l l  " p r o v e "  The W i f e ' s  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  Ans e l mus  
and t h e r e b y  g i v e  t h e i r  l u s t  f r e e  r e i g n .  They s t a g e  an 
e l a b o r a t e  s c e n e  i n  wh i c h  V o t a r i u s  b u r s t s  i n t o  The W i f e ' s  
room ( o s t e n s i b l y  t o  " t e s t "  h e r  f o r  An s e l mu s '  b e n e f i t ) ,
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d e c l a r i n g  p a s s i o n a t e  l o v e  f o r  h e r .  She r a g e s  a t  h i m,  
o r d e r s  him o u t  o f  h e r  r oom,  and t h e n  p r e t e n d s  t o  s t a b  him 
w i t h  a d a g g e r  L e o n e l l a  has  p l a c e d  n e a r b y .  But  t h e i r  
c h a r a d e  has  become a d e a d l y  game;  L e o n e l l a ' s  l o v e r ,  B e l -  
l a r i u s ,  who h a p p e n s  t o  be V o t a r i u s '  m o r t a l  enemy,  has  
p o i s o n e d  t h e  d a g g e r ,  and wha t  was s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  been  
a s ma l l  f l e s h  wound p r o v e s  f a t a l .  V o t a r i u s  d i e s ,  t h i n k i n g  
h i s  m i s t r e s s  ha s  b e g u i l e d  hi m.  A n s e l mu s ,  e n r a g e d  a t  
L e o n e l l a  b e c a u s e  s h e  ha s  t o l d  him t h a t  The Wi f e  has  be e n  
u n c h a s t e ,  l e a p s  o u t  o f  h i s  h i d i n g  p l a c e  and k i l l s  h e r .  
B e l l a r i u s  t h e n  r u s h e s  o u t  o f  h i s  c o r n e r  t o  c h a l l e n g e  
A n s e l mu s ,  and  t h e  d e s p a i r i n g  Wi f e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  r u n s  on t h e  
s wo r d s  o f  t h e  two men and d i e s ,  c r y i n g ,  "I  come,  V o t a r i u s . "  
B e l l a r i u s  and  An s e l mu s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  k i l l  e a c h  o t h e r .  Not  
h a v i n g  h e a r d  The W i f e ' s  l a s t  w o r d s ,  An s e l mu s  r e j o i c e s  i n  
h e r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and c h a s t i t y  as  he i s  d y i n g ,  b u t  B e l l a r i u s  
e n l i g h t e n s  h i m,  and h i s  f i n a l  a c t  i s  t o  c a s t  h e r  body away 
f r om h i m s e l f ,  d e c l a r i n g ,  "Were my s o u l  b i d  t o  j o y ' s  e t e r n a l  
b a n q u e t , /  And we r e  a s s u r e d  t o  f i n d  t h e e  t h e r e  a g u e s t , /
I ' d  s up  w i t h  t o r m e n t s  and r e f u s e  t h a t  f e a s t . "
" Love"  has  d e s t r o y e d  f i v e  p e o p l e  and has  b r e d  h a t r e d  
b e t we e n  two f r i e n d s ,  a s e r v a n t  and h e r  m i s t r e s s ,  and  a 
h u s b a n d  and w i f e .  The o n l y  p e r s o n  who h o p e s  f o r  r e u n i o n  
i n  d e a t h  i s  The Wi f e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t
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t h e  l o v e  b e t we e n  V o t a r i u s  and h e r  w i l l  t r a n s c e n d  d e a t h .
In l i f e ,  t h e i r  l o v e  had be e n  p u r e l y  s e n s u a l ;  t h e i r  s p i r i t s  
had n e v e r  t r u l y  j o i n e d  as  The L a d y ' s  and G o v i a n u s 1 ha d .  
De a t h  o f  t h e i r  f l e s h  i s  n o t  v i c t o r y ,  b u t  d e s t r u c t i o n .
L i k e  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s ,  t h e y  h a v e  s a c r i f i c e d  
t h e i r  h o n o r ,  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e s ,  and t h e i r  l i v e s  on E r o s '  
a l t a r .
In h i s  mos t  p r a c t i c a l  mo me n t s ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  a t t i t u d e  
t o wa r d  l o v e  a l i g n e d  w i t h  A r i s t o t l e ' s .  He saw i t  as  an 
" e x c e s s  o f  f r i e n d s h i p , "  a c o m f o r t a b l e  a f f e c t i o n  b e t we e n  
t h e  s e x e s  wh i c h  makes  l i f e  i n t e r e s t i n g  and p l e a s a n t .  
Howe ve r ,  s i n c e  t h e  p r o s a i c  c o n c e p t  o f f e r s  p e r h a p s  a l e s s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  b a s i s  upon whi c h  a w r i t e r  can b u i l d  f i c t i o n ,  
he dr ew upon t h e  m y r i a d  o f  p o s s i b l i t i e s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  
c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l  wh i c h  d e i f i e d  l o v e  and c l a i m e d  f o r  i t  
s p e c i a l ,  m a g i c a l  q u a l i t i e s .  Fo r  t h e  mo s t  p a r t ,  he d i d  
n o t  r e g a r d  c o u r t l y  l o v e  p r e c e p t s  as  p r o p e r  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  
l o v e .  In The F a mi l y  o f  L o v e , he t r e a t e d  G e r a r d i n e  and 
Ma r i a  w i t h  g e n t l e  d e r i s i o n ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  how r i d i c u l o u s  
n o t  o n l y  t h e  l o v e r s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  c o n c e i t s  
can  be when c a r r i e d  t o  e x t r e m e s .  In h i s  o t h e r  w o r k s ,  The 
C h a n g e l i n g  and t h e  s e c o n d a r y  p l o t  o f  The Se c ond  M a i d e n ' s 
T r a g e d y , he e x a mi n e d  t h e  b r u t a l  power  o f  i l l i c i t  p a s s i o n  
and d e m o n s t r a t e d  how i t  can d e s t r o y  and damn.  B e a t r i c e -
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J o a n n a ,  De F l o r e s ,  V o t a r i u s ,  and The Wi f e ,  as  we l l  as  
o t h e r  f i g u r e s  i n  Women Bewar e  Women b a r t e r  t h e i r  h o n o r  
and t h e i r  s o u l s  f o r  e p h e me r a l  p l e a s u r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e h o l d  
Er os  a s  a g r e a t e r  d i v i n i t y  t h a n  J e h o v a h .  Be c a u s e  t h e y  
e x i s t  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  wo r l d  o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  i m a g i n a t i o n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  s o n g s  o f  m e d i e v a l  t r o u b a d o u r s ,  t h e y  
c a n n o t  hope  t o  a b i d e  by t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  a d u l t e r o u s  l o v e  
and s t i l l  e x p e c t  t o  s e e k  e t e r n i t y  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  God.
At  t h e i r  d e a t h s ,  t h e  d i v i n i t i e s  c l a s h ,  and J e h o v a h  p r o v e s  
t o  be t h e  A b s o l u t e  Go d h e a d .
Ho we v e r ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  y o u t h f u l  v i s i o n  i n c l u d e d  an 
i d e a l  l o v e ,  a s p i r i t u a l ,  y e t  r o m a n t i c  d e v o t i o n  b e t we e n  two 
p e o p l e  who u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  l o v e  t r a n s c e n d s  d e a t h  and t h a t  
t h e  s p i r i t  u l t i m a t e l y  t r i u m p h s  o v e r  t h e  c o r p o r a l  wo r l d  and 
t h e  e v i l s  wh i c h  d we l l  t h e r e .  Go v i a n u s  and The  Lady p r o v i d e  
p e r f e c t  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  c o n s u mma t e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  and C h r i s t ­
i a n  v i r t u e ,  f o r  t h e i r  d e v o t i o n  t o  one  a n o t h e r  and t o  
u l t i m a t e  t r u t h  and g o o d n e s s  n o t  o n l y  e s t a b l i s h e s  t hem as  
r o m a n t i c  a b s o l u t e s ,  b u t  a l s o  e n n o b l e s  and e l e v a t e s  t hem 
t o  t h e  v e r y  p i n n a c l e  o f  t h e  i d e a l  t h e  t r o u b a d o u r s  c e l e ­
b r a t e d  .
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CONCLUSION
A l t h o u g h  Thomas M i d d l e t o n ' s  p l a y s  p r o v i d e  a r a n g e  
o f  p l e a s u r e s  t o  t h e  mo s t  c a s u a l  v i e w e r  o r  r e a d e r ,  t h e y  can 
be more  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  when one  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  h i s  
v i s i o n  was t e m p e r e d  by p r o f o u n d  mor a l  and  r e l i g i o u s  c o n ­
v i c t i o n s .  To i d e n t i f y  him as  an i n f l e x i b l y  o r t h o d o x  
An g l i  can  seems  i n a c c u r a t e ; o f f i  c i  a l  Chur c h  d o c t r i  ne u n d e r ­
we n t  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  d u r i n g  t h e  two and o n e - h a l f  d e c a d e s  
he was w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  s t a g e ,  and M i d d l e t o n ,  l i k e  many 
J a c o b e a n s ,  h e l d  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  t o o  d e a r  t o  a l t e r  
t hem t o  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  c h a n g i n g  whims o f  m o n a r c h s .
Pr imar i l y ,  hi s  Chr i s t i an  v i s i on leaned toward Calvinism.  He had 
reached mat ur i t y  a t  the end of t he  reign of El i zabeth I ,  when t h e  
A n g l i c a n  Ch u r c h  had a l i g n e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  Genevan  mo d e l ,  
and h i s  p l a y s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e f l e c t  a C a l v i n i s t i c  p h i l o s o p h y  
d u r i n g  h i s  e n t i r e  w r i t i n g  c a r e e r .  The more e x t r e m e  o f  t h e  
C a l v i n i s t  became  known as  P u r i t a n s ,  who f o r me d  a d i s s e n t i n g  
p a r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  Ch u r c h  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  
s i x t e e n t h  and e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  
A l t h o u g h  b a s i c a l l y  l o y a l  s u b j e c t s : ,  t h e y  n e v e r  h e ] d  c o m p l e t e  
s y mp a t h y  w i t h  t h e  c r own and o r t h o d o x  A n g l i c a n i s m .  E l i z a ­
b e t h  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t hem b e c a u s e  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  
r i t u a l  s h e  l o v e d  and a d o p t  more  l i b e r a l  i d e a l s .  P u r i t a n s
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a l s o  we r e  o u t  o f  f a v o r  w i t h  many o t h e r  s e g m e n t s  o f  E n g l i s h  
s o c i e t y ;  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s e s  d i s l i k e d  t hem b e c a u s e  mo s t  o f  
t hem came f r om t h e  p r o s p e r o u s  m i d d l e  c l a s s  wh i c h  was 
u s u r p i n g  t h e i r  w e a l t h  and t h e i r  l o n g - h e l d  s p e c i a l  p r i v ­
i l e g e s .  A l s o ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had a t t a c k e d  t h e  i m m o r a l i t y  
o f  s t a g e  p l a y s  and  t h e  i r r e l i g i o u s ,  bawdy l i t e r a t u r e  t h e n  
p o p u l a r  i n  Lo n d o n ,  t h e y  a l i e n a t e d  w r i t e r s  and  p l a y e r s .  
Th e s e  c r a f t s m e n  e n j o y e d  mak i ng  t hem t a r g e t s  f o r  s a t i r e  
and f a r c e ,  and i t  s oon  became f a s h i o n a b l e  and p r o f i t a b l e  
t o  mock t he m.  M i d d l e t o n  may have  f o u n d  t h e  P u r i t a n s  
a mu s i n g  d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a r s ,  b u t  he d i d  n o t  c o n f u s e  t hem 
w i t h  t h e  more  t h r e a t e n i n g  A n a b a p t i s t s ,  who h e l d  wh a t  was 
c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e t i c a l  d o c t r i n e s .  T h i s  g r o u p ' s  a n t i - g o v e r n ­
m e n t / a n t i  - s o c i  a l  i d e a s  f l e w  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  E n g l i s h  o r t h o ­
doxy and s o c i e t y ' s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and mo s t  E n g l i s h m e n  and 
women c o n s i d e r e d  t hem e x t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s .  M i d d l e t o n ' s  
f i r s t  e x t a n t  p l a y ,  The F a mi l y  o f  Love ( 1 6 0 2 ) ,  s a t i r i z e s  
t h e  h e r e s i e s  o f  t h a t  A n a b a p t i s t  g r o u p  o n l y ;  no P u r i t a n s  
a p p e a r  i n  t h i s  p l a y ,  and a l t h o u g h  M i d d l e t o n ,  as  a p l a y ­
w r i g h t  and a member  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s ,  may n o t  have  l i k e d  
P u r i t a n  t r a i t s ,  he c l e a r l y  d i d  n o t  a s s o c i a t e  t hem w i t h  
h e r e t i  c s .
When James  a s c e n d e d  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  1 6 0 3 ,  he l a c k e d  t h e  
r a p p o r t  w i t h  h i s  s u b j e c t s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  had e n j o y e d .  More
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c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h i s  own r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s  and
w i t h  i m p r o v i n g  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s  t h a n  i n  k e e p i n g  En g l a n d
u n i f i e d ,  he t e n d e d  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  c o n c e r n s  and i d e a l s
o f  t h e  l o w e r  and m i d d l e  c l a s s e s .  He l i k e d  t h e  P u r i t a n s
even  l e s s  t h a n  E l i z a b e t h  h a d ,  and b e c a u s e  he p u b l i c l y
r i d i c u l e d  t h e m,  t h e y  f e l l  i n t o  f u r t h e r  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l
d i s f a v o r .  W r i t e r s  who composed  w i t h  an eye  t o w a r d
p l e a s i n g  James  and t h e  c o u r t i e r s  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  t h e a t r e
u n l e a s h e d  v i g o r o u s  a s s a u l t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  P u r i t a n  f a c t i o n . 1
With The P u r i t a n  ( 1606)  and A C h a s t e  Mai d i n Cheaps  i de
( 1 6 1 1 - 3 ) ,  M i d d l e t o n  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t we e n
P u r i t a n i s m  and A n a b a p t i s m  and s a t i r i z e d  t r a i t s  o f  b o t h
r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s ,  a s s i g n i n g  them t o  c h a r a c t e r s  he c a l l e d
" P u r i t a n s . "  A p p a r e n t l y ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  he d i d  n o t  mind
s l a n d e r i n g  P u r i t a n s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  l a u g h t e r .  To h i m,
t h e y  we r e  s i m p l y  a s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  f i c t i o n  and s a t i r e  now
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p o p u l a r  among h i s  u p p e r - c l a s s  a u d i e n c e s .
Howe ve r ,  A C h a s t e  Maid ma r ks  t h e  end o f  h i s  r i d i c u l e  
o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s .  Du r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  J ames  and t h e  A n g l i c a n  
Chur ch  we r e  movi ng away f rom C a l v i n i s t i c  d o c t r i n e s  and wer e  
e m b r a c i n g  A r m i n i a n i a n  p r i n c i p l e s .  To s t a u n c h  C a l v i n i s t s ,  
t h i s  was a n a t h e m a ,  b e c a u s e  A r m i n i a n i s m  seemed t o  t hem a 
s t e p  b a c k wa r d  f r om t h e  t r u e  f a i t h  and t o w a r d  a c l o s e  a l i g n ­
me n t  w i t h  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Ch u r c h .  S i n c e  t h e  P u r i t a n
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p a r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  Chur ch  c o n t i n u e d  t o  champi on  C a l v i n i s m ,  
many members  o f  t h e  o r t h o d o x  Chur ch  who had l o n g  been 
c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  Genevan  model  came t o  a l i g n  t h e m s e l v e s  
w i t h  t h e  P u r i t a n  e l e m e n t .  At  t h e  same t i m e ,  M i d d l e t o n  was 
bec omi ng  more  c l o s e l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  L o n d o n ' s  P u r i t a n  c i t y  
f a t h e r s .  In 1611 he began  a l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  them 
as  one  o f  t h e i r  mos t  f r e q u e n t l y  e mpl oyed  w r i t e r s ,  and he 
c r e a t e d  many o f  t h e  Lor d  M a y o r ' s  p a g e a n t s  and c i t y  e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t s .  By 1 6 1 5 - 2 0 ,  when he w r o t e  H e n g i s t ,  Ki ng o f  K e n t , 
he o b v i o u s l y  had c h a n g e d  h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  P u r i t a n i s m .
Whi l e  he had t r e a t e d  i t  as  a m i n o r  and p e r h a p s  d a n g e r o u s  
f a c t i o n  t o  be s a t i r i z e d  i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  p l a y s ,  he now 
s o f t e n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  M i d d l e t o n  c o u l d  c r e a t e  a
l u d i c r o u s  p o r t r a i t  o f  d o u r  O l i v e r  i n  H e n g i s t , he d i d  no t ______
t r e a t  him as  a d a n g e r o u s  h e r e t i c , o r  even  a h y p o c r i t e .
By 1624 ,  James  had n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e l y  a l i e n a t e d  h i m­
s e l f  f rom h i s  m i d d l e - c l  a s s  , C a l v i n i s t  s u b j e c t s .  He had 
i n t r o d u c e d  unwel come i d e a s  i n t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n ,  
had s e t  h i m s e l f  up as  a b s o l u t e  monar ch  o v e r  E n g l i s h  c i t i z e n s '  
r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  and was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  a l l y  E n g l a n d  w i t h  
h e r  mo s t  d e s p i s e d  enemy,  C a t h o l i c  S p a i n .  M i d d l e t o n  composed  
A Game a t  Che s s  ( 1 6 2 4 )  i n  a n s w e r  t o  J a me s '  a t t e m p t s  a t  an 
a l l i a n c e  w i t h  S p a i n ,  and i t  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  p o e t ' s  
n e g a t i v e  r e s p o n s e  t o  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m ,  S p a i n ,  and t h e
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p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a S p a n i s h  Queen o f  E n g l a n d .  No l o n g e r  d i d  
t h e  p l a y w r i g h t  a l i g n  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l i g i o u s  v i e ws  w i t h  
t h e  k i n g ' s ;  he had j o i n e d  t h e  g r o wi n g  number  o f  E n g l i s h me n  
and women who d e f i e d  t h e  new o r t h o d o x y ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  
C a l v i n i s t i c  t h e o l o g y  and c o n s i d e r i n g  C a t h o l i c i s m  and t h e  
Pope a s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  u l t i m a t e  e v i l .
As a w r i t e r ,  s c h o l a r ,  and member  o f  t h e  g e n t r y ,  
M i d d l e t o n  a l s o  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  
whi ch  had been p r e s e r v e d  and p e r p e t r a t e d  i n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
c l i q u e s  and i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  he became 
i n t r i g u e d  w i t h  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  o f  c h i v a l r i c  h o n o r  and c o u r t l y  
l o v e .  B e c a u s e  a l l  E n g l i s h  g e n t l e m e n  and nob l e me n  h e l d  t h e  
c o n c e p t s  o f  h o n o r  d e a r ,  M i d d l e t o n  a l s o  e mb r a c e d  t h e  code  
and a d h e r e d  t o  mos t  o f  i t s  p r e c e p t s ,  b u t  o n l y  as  an i d e a l  
b a s e d  upon mor a l  v i r t u e s .  He c o n s i d e r e d  many o f  i t s  a s p e c t s  
a r t i f i c i a l  and p e r v e r t e d  by u n c h r i s t i a n  i n f l u e n c e s .  In 
The S e c o nd M a i d e n 1s T r a g e d y  ( 1 6 1 1 ) ,  he seems  t o  g l o r i f y  
v i r t u e ,  c h a s t i t y ,  and s p i r i t u a l i t y  as  p o i n t s  o f  h o n o r ,  b u t  
r e j e c t s  t h e  m a n d a t e s  whi c h  c a u s e  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  t i t l e s ,  
p o we r ,  w e a l t h ,  and r e p u t a t i o n .  A l s o ,  he i n d i c a t e s  a r e g a r d  
f o r  t h e  " s a c r e d "  h o n o r  i d e a l  o f  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  f o r  b a s e  
i n j u r i e s .  L a t e r ,  i n  A F a i r  Q u a r r e l  ( 1 6 1 5 - 1 7 ) ,  h i s  v i ews  
r e ma i n  c o n s i s t e n t  b u t  somewhat  t e m p e r e d  by t i m e  and e x p e r ­
i e n c e .  H e r e ,  he v a l u e s  t h e  c a r e f u l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l
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r e p u t a t i o n ,  b u t  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  an h o n o r a b l e  p e r s o n  w i l l  
f i n d  and p r e s e r v e  h i s  v i r t u e s  t h r o u g h  God.  In The C h a n g e ­
l i n g  ( 1 6 2 2 ) ,  M i d d l e t o n ' s  i d e a l i s m  g i v e s  way t o  a p e s s i m i s t i c  
v i s i o n  o f  p e o p l e  who have  no c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  t r u e  me a n i n g  
o f  h o n o r ,  b u t  ha ve  m a n i p u l a t e d  t h e  e x t e r n a l  p r e c e p t s  of  
t h e  code  t o  j u s t i f y  i mmora l  b e h a v i o r .  A l s o ,  h i s  v i ews  
t o w a r d  b l o o d  r e v e n g e  c h a n g e .  H e r e ,  God a l o n e  has  t h e  wisdom 
and power  t o  a v e n g e  i n j u s t i c e s .
Whi l e  M i d d l e t o n  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  whi ch  
g a v e  l i f e  t o  t h e  h o n o r  c o d e ,  he a p p r o v e d  o f  v e r y  f ew c o u r t l y  
l o v e  i d e a l s .  To h i m,  o b s e s s i v e  c a r n a l  l o v e  we a k e n s  mor a l  
f i b e r  and e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y s  t h e  s o u l .  A l t h o u g h  he f o u n d  
t h e  P l a t o n i c  i d e a l  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e  a t t r a c t i v e ,  t h e  
t e n e n t s  o f  l a t e  m e d i e v a l  c o u r t l y  l o v e ,  a d u l t e r y  and o b s e s s i v e  
d e s i r e ,  r a n  c o n t r a r y  t o  h i s  mos t  b a s i c  b e l i e f s .  Whi l e  many 
o f  h i s  comi c  c h a r a c t e r s  f r e e l y  i n d u l g e  t h e i r  s e x u a l  
a p p e t i t e s ,  he f o u n d  many o c c a s i o n s  t o  r e p r o v e  c a r n a l i t y  and 
sail a c i  o u s n e s s  . In The Sec o n d  Mai d e n 1 s T r a g e d y , he j u x t a p o s e s  
t r u e ,  s p i r i t u a l  l o v e  a g a i n s t  l u s t ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  l o v e  
b a s e d  upon s p i r i t u a l  u n i o n  and d e v o t i o n  t o  God p r o v i d e s  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  t r i u m p h  o v e r  e v i l  and d e a t h .  On t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  l o v e  b a s e d  upon a d u l t e r o u s  p h y s i c a l  d e s i r e  d e b a s e s  
and d e s t r o y s .  L o v e r s  who a l l o w  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be s e d u c e d  
by Er os  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  doomed t o  a l i f e  o f  d e c e i t  and
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t r e a c h e r y ,  and b e c a u s e  t h e y  ha ve  n o t  l e a r n e d  t o  l o v e  w i t h  
t h e i r  s p i r i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h e i r  b o d i e s ,  t h e y  c a n n o t  
hope  t o  be r e u n i t e d  a f t e r  d e a t h .  The C h a n g e l i n g  a l s o  dem­
o n s t r a t e s  how d e s t r u c t i v e  l u s t  can  be .  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  
and De F l o r e s  b o t h  a b a n d o n  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  t o  pay homage t o  
E r o s ,  and  i n  h i s  name ,  t h e y  commi t  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  a d u l t e r y ,  
and m u r d e r .  Ho we v e r ,  u n l i k e  The Wi fe  and V o t a r i u s  o f  The 
Sec ond  Maiden 1s T r a g e d y , who n e v e r  c o mmu n i c a t e  on more  t h a n  
a s u p e r f i c i a l  l e v e l ,  B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a  and De F l o r e s  a r e  
" s p i r i t u a l l y "  a t t u n e d  t o  one  a n o t h e r .  From t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  
t h e i r  d e e p e s t  i n s t i n c t s  t e l l  t hem t h e y  a r e  k i n d r e d  s o u l s ,  
and t h e y  so  w h o ! e h e a r t e d l y  g i v e  i n  t o  t h e i r  e v i l  n a t u r e s  
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c a u g h t  up i n  c o m p l e t e  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  c a r n a l i t y .  
T h e i r  s o u l s  become t w i s t e d  t o g e t h e r ,  and when t h e y  me e t  
t h e i r  e n d s ,  t h e y  c an  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a " P l a t o n i c  u n i o n "  
i n  h e ! 1 .
Wh i l e  t h e s e  t r a g e d i e s  t r e a t  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  c o n v e n ­
t i o n s  s e r i o u s l y  and condemn t h o s e  a s p e c t s  M i d d l e t o n  c o n ­
s i d e r e d  i m m o r a l ,  The G e r a r d i n e / M a r i a  p l o t  o f  The F a m i l y  o f  
Lfrve s i m p l y  r i d i c u l e s  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n .  Nowhere  e l s e  i n  t h e  
M i d d l e t o n  c a non  can we f i n d  s u c h  e x c e s s i v e l y  r o m a n t i c  
c o n c e i t s  as  i n  t h e  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  G e r a r d i n e  and i i a r i a .
They t w i t t e r  and coo w i t h  c o m i c a l  z e s t ,  and somehow,  amid 
a l l  t h e i r  l o n g ,  f l o w e r y  s p e e c h e s  p r a i s i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f
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l o v e ,  t h e y  manage  t o  g e t  down t o  t h e  more  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r  
o f  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e i r  l u s t .  The mi n o r  f a r c i c a l  p l o t  a l s o  
s a t i r i z e s  t h e  c o u r t l y  l o v e  i d e a l ;  L i p s a l v e  and Gudgeon a r e  
a t r a v e s t y  o f  c o u r t i e r s  who s e a r c h  f o r  a " n o b l e  l a d y "  t o  
" l o v e . "  T h r o u g h o u t ,  t h e  m e s s a g e  i s  c o n s i s t e n t :  l o v e  i s  
more t h a n  e x a g g e r a t e d  m e t a p h o r s  and a c o u p l i n g  o f  b o d i e s ;  
t h o s e  who l i m i t  i t  t o  t h e s e  a r e  e i t h e r  f o o l i s h  o r  i mmo r a l .
M i d d l e t o n ' s  f o r t e  was n o t  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r e a c h  mor a l  
l e s s o n s  o r  c r e a t e  n o b l e  and v i r t u o u s  h e r o e s .  G o v i a n u s  and 
The La d y ,  The P h o e n i x  ( The P h o e n i x , 1 6 0 2 - 4 ) ,  C o n s t a n t i u s  
( He n g i s t , King o f  K e n t , 1 6 1 5 - 2 0 ) ,  and C l e a n t h e s  and
H i p p o l i t a  ( The Old La w, 1 6 1 6 - 8 ) ,  a r e  f l a t  and u n i n t e r e s t i n g  
c ompa r e d  t o  s u c h  d i a b o l i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  as  De F l o r e s ,  L i v e a  
( Women Beware  Women, 1 6 2 0 - 7 ) ,  F r a n c i s c a  ( The W i t c h , 1 6 1 0 - 6 ) ,  
and A l l w i t  (A C h a s t e  M a i d , 1 6 1 1 - 3 ) .  He n e v e r  c r e a t e d  a 
Ha ml e t  o r  a P r i n c e  H a l ,  b u t  h i s  " v i l l a i n s "  a p p r o a c h  I a g o  
w i t h  t h e i r  c o m p e l l i n g ,  m y t e r i o u s  n a t u r e s .
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  M i d d l e t o n  was f a r  more  a d e p t  a t  s a t i r e  and 
i r o n y  and a t  mak i ng  h i s  p o i n t s  by n e g a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  by 
a f f i r m a t i o n .  The Wi f e  and V o t a r i u s ,  as  we l l  as  many o t h e r s ,  
s u f f e r  and d i e  f o r  t h e i r  a d u l t e r y ;  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  such  
as  The T y r a n t ,  De F l o r e s ,  and B e a t r i c e - J o a n n a , who commi t  
w o r s e  c r i m e s ,  a r e  p u n i s h e d  a c c o r d i n g l y .  B e c a u s e  h i s  b e s t  
p l a y s  do n o t  t e l l  us o f  wha t  he a p p r o v e d ,  b u t  d e m o n s t r a t e
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t h e  h o r r o r  o r  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a c t i o n s  o f  wh i c h  he d i s ­
a p p r o v e d ,  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  M i d d l e t o n ' s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  
may be d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t hem a l w a y s  p r o v e s  
i n t e r e s t i  n g .
T h i s  s t u d y  ha s  b e e n  l i m i t e d  by t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  wh i c h  
p l a y s  o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  p l a y s  we r e  a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  by Thomas 
M i d d l e t o n .  Wh i l e  i t  ha s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r  
c o n c e p t  o f  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h e  h o n o r  i d e a l ,  and 
c o u r t l y  l o v e ,  i t  wo u l d  h a v e  more  c o m p l e t e l y  e x p l o r e d  s u b t l e  
n u a n c e s  o f  h i s  mor a l  and r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  i f  a p o s i t i v e l y  
a c c u r a t e  c a n n o n  had b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d .  Many s c h o l a r s  have  
e x a mi n e d  h i s  c i t y  c o m e d i e s  and h i s  g r e a t  t r a g e d i e s ,  The 
C h a n g e ! i n g  and Women Bewar e  Women, b u t  many o t h e r  M i d d l e t o n  
p l a y s  p o s s i b l y  e x i s t  t o  s h e d  more  l i g h t  upon t h e  v i s i o n  
o f  t h i s  g i f t e d  w r i t e r .  P e r h a p s  b e f o r e  a n y o n e  c a n  more 
f u l l y  a s c e r t a i n  M i d d l e t o n ' s  b i a s e s  and b e l i e f s ,  we mus t  
d e t e r m i n e  e x a c t l y  wh a t  he c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h a t  g r e a t  body 
o f  E l i z a b e t h a n  and J a c o b e a n  l i t e r a t u r e .
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E l b e r t  N. S .  Thompson ,  The C o n t r o v e r s y  Be t we en  t h e  
Pu r i t a n s  and t h e  S t a g e , Ya l e  S t u d i e s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  v o l .  20 
(New Yor k:  Henr y  H o l t  & C o . ,  1 9 0 3 ) ,  p.  128.
2
At  t h i s  t i m e ,  M i d d l e t o n  was w r i t i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y  
f o r  t h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  P a u l ' s  company ,  whose a u d i e n c e s  
c o n s i s t e d  p r i m a r i l y  o f  t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s .
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